
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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From the Dean  

 

Dear AGO Members, 

I signed my last letter to you saying “Think Spring!” Well, 
the crocus are blooming in our yard,  so we did it!  In spite 
of the temperature, next week is Holy Week.  So many of 
you are planning and executing music for this most holy 
season and I wish you the best of experiences for you and 
your parishioners.   

Posted in this newsletter will be the slate for our               
2015-2016 election of officers.  Since the Dean and                     

Sub-dean are two year terms, they are not on this ballot, but we will be voting   
for Treasurer, Secretary, and one Council Member.  Thanks to these members  
who are willing to work for the good of our chapter.  I want to especially thank 
Juanita Joiner for her willingness to adjust the way she is keeping financial              
records for our yearly audit and her great help with the On-card membership 
drive last year.  I know she shepherded some of our members through the                  
process and we are most appreciative of her help and patience. 

I would like to encourage our members to consider pursuing AGO certifica-
tion.  It would be great if every organist in our chapter had either the Service 
Playing Certificate or the Colleague Certificate.  Our chapter could be an exam-
ple for the rest of the chapters in the country!  The professional growth that                   
occurs when studying and preparing to take one of these exams is phenome-
nal.  Eileen and Dick Hoogterp and Jackie Fisher have taken one or the other              
of these exams and would tell you how good it feels to pass!  If you have any 
questions about the process and what’s involved ask us about it!  We would be 
glad to help in any way we can.   

Our appreciation to John and Kristy Mattson for hosting Abbie Rockwood and 
our second Young Artist’s concert on March 8.  Abbie plays so well and is such 
a delightful person.  We should be proud that we have had a part in supporting 
this fine young organist. 

Finally, please mark your calendars for our next meeting on Friday, April 24.   
We will welcome Dr. Dana Robinson who will give a demonstration/talk about 
pedal technique and how that relates to hymn playing.  The meeting will be at 
First Congregational Church, Muskegon and will begin at 7:00 p.m. Please                      
invite anyone who is considering learning to play the organ or who already is              
an organist but not a member of our chapter to attend.  I look forward to greeting 
all of you on the 24th! 

Sincerely, 

Caron Farmer  

 

 

Caron Farmer, Dean                                                    

231-726-6098                                           

caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 

Maryanne Beery, Sub-Dean                                  

616-844-0317                                                       

mbeery@fpgh.org                      

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 

 

Facebook:                                                                                          

Muskegon Lakeshore AGO 
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Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2015 Events  

April 24, 2015 (Friday)                                                       

“Hymn Playing/Pedaling”                                                 

Dr. Dana Robinson                                                          

7 p.m.                                                                               

First Congregation Church UCC                                                                               

May 17, 2015                                                

“Dinner and Choral Evensong”                               

5 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church—Muskegon 

Hope to see each of you at these                                               

remaining chapter events. 

Feeding the Soul of the City Concerts                                                               
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                             

12:15 p.m.—12:45 p.m.                                                                   

2015 Events 

April 28, 2015                                                                         

“The Austin-Helle-Richter Trio”                                                                           

(violin, French horn and piano) 

May 26, 2015                                                                           

“Clifford Music Group”                                                                     

(jazz) 

June 9, 2015                                                                     

“Ruth & Max Bloomquist” (folk and bluegrass)                                  

 

Financial Report                                          
As of February 28, 2015                                                                                     

General Fund                                             

$908.32 

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,860.51 

Young Artist Fund                              

$592.00 

 

Financial Report                                          
As of March 31, 2015                                                                                     

General Fund                                             

$2,388.32 

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,870.51 

Young Artist Fund                              

$759.00 

If you would like to see a more detailed               

report of these accounts, please contact your 

Chapter Treasurer and she will be more than 

willing to provide you with this information. 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter 

Slate of Officers                                                
for                                                                    

2015-2016 

Secretary             Ron Vanderwest 

Treasurer                Juanita Joiner 

Council Member (2018)    Melody Walden 

Our thanks to John Mattson for steering the 

nominations and the willingness of these 

people to continue with their positions or ac-

cepting the nomination for Council Member. 

The printed ballot will be mailed with 

your April newsletter.   

ONCARD 

Just letting you know that National will be 

starting our membership renewal sometime 

in April.  This is the perfect time to update 

your personal information if you have made 

changes to your address, phone, or email                

address.  You will need your username and 

password in order to change information and 

eventually to renew.  If you need a reminder, 

call me at 231-722-3689.   Juanita 



Dana Robinson from University of Illinois School of Music                                                                                                                          

“Pedal Technique—Hymn Playing”                                                                                                                 

April 24, 2015                                                                                                                              

7 p.m.                                                                                                                          

First Congregational Church—Muskegon, MI 

This program is open to the public—invite a guest! 

Dana Robinson, a native of Boston, has performed on some of the most 

significant modern and historic organs in the United States, and has                

presented recitals, master classes, and lectures for the Boston and River 

Valley chapters of the American Guild of Organists, the Round Lake                     

Historical Society, Boston's First Night festival, Methuen Memorial Music 

Hall, the Old West Organ Society, Baroque Artists of Champaign, and                         

the National Convention of the Organ Historical Society. He has also              

appeared with The Boston Cècelia, Baroque Artists of Champaign, and 

with Dutch organist Paul Tegels, with whom he gives frequent duet recit-

als. His performances are frequently featured on the nationally syndi-

cated radio program, Pipedreams. An active church musician, Professor                   

Robinson has served as organist and choir master of Trinity Cathedral             

in Davenport, Iowa, and as organist and director of music for the Center 

of Faith and Life at Luther College. Professor Robinson is presently organ-

ist of Grace Lutheran Church in Champaign. He has held teaching appoint-

ments at Central College of Iowa, and Luther College. The recipient of           

numerous awards and honors, Professor Robinson won the Youth                                 

Concerts at Symphony Hall Concerto Competition, and First Prize in the 

Arthur Poister Competition. In 1988 he received the Frank Huntington 

Beebe Grant for study abroad. His principal teachers include George 

Faxon, Yuko Hayashi, Harald Vogel, and Delbert Disselhorst, and pianists 

Julius Chaloff and Kenneth Amada.  

Teaching Philosophy 

My primary goal as a studio teacher is to enable students to teach themselves, and to develop habits for                

lifelong learning. To better equip students in this pursuit, I encourage development of three areas, which I  

believe to be interdependent: aural/instrumental skills, the ability to play what one hears, and to hear what 

one plays; technique, which I define as an integrated response to the music and to the instrument at hand; 

and musical understanding, both analytical and contextual, strengthened by acquaintance with the composi-

tional process, knowledge of historical style, and understanding of performance practice and the history of  

the organ. In addition, I strive to help each student cultivate spiritual and physical well being, along with the 

ability to recognize and develop personal and musical strengths, and to recognize and address respective 

weaknesses. Continual exploration of the instrument's literature, as well as improvisation techniques, is also 

important. In the organ studio we strive to maintain a supportive and collegial atmosphere, where students 

are challenged to their full potential. Studio field trips to significant organs in the region enable students to 

hear examples of the best organ building being done today, and also provide the opportunity to get to know 

one another in a social context. 

Dana Robinson                                        
Associate Professor of Organ 

B.M. (with Distinction in Perform-

ance) and M.M., New England Con-

servatory of Music; D.M.A. (organ 

performance), University of Iowa. 

Additional study at the University of 

Salamanca (Spain), the Municipal 

Conservatory in San Sebastian 

(Spain), Boston University, and 

Westminster Choir College. 

3 



Registration is now open for the AGO 2015 Great Lakes Region Convention, July 12-15 in Indianapolis.  Early 
bird registration is $260 for regular members with the cut-off date for February 28.  The convention website is:  
www:ago-racetoindy2015.org.  Hope to see you there!   
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Ascension 
Choral      

Evensong 

St. Paul’s                          
Episcopal Church                                    
May 17, 2015                        

5 p.m. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists will conduct an 
Ascension Evensong service at St. Paul's on 
Sunday, May 17 at 5:00 p.m.   

The service will be similar to those at London's 
Westminster Abbey with English choral an-
thems and Anglican chants.  The music will              
be sung by a professional choral ensemble, 
accompanied by organist Caron Farmer.  All 
are invited to this service.  

Following the service there will be a dinner at 
the Farmer’s for AGO members and their                 
significant others.   

The cost will be $12.00 and all reservations 
are required by May 11.  Please call Caron at                     
231-726-6098  or caronfarmer@comcast.net. 

 

Please join us for this wonderful even of music.   

We will send a poster to you in April to post. 

 

...is a vocal ensemble from St. Petersburg, 
Russia.  All singers are professional musi-
cians, singing in different churches of St. 
Petersburg.  Some of them are also soloists 
at musical theatres of the city.  Through 
their performances, they want to introduce 
enormous musical heritage of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, as well as traditions of 
Russian folk music to all people taking great 
interest in Russia, its history and its culture. 

Chants of Russian                   

Orthodox Church and 

folk songs from Russia 

United Methodist Church of the Dunes                                   

717 Sheldon Road — Grand Haven                            

May 9, 2015 at 7 p.m.     

                                                                                         
A total of 300 free tickets will be available at the church on 
April 19 and at the Bookman in Grand Haven on April 20.  

Lyra will also be performing in the May 10 worship services 
at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

mailto:caronfarmer@comcast.net


A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

April 24, 2015 


