
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 

A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                  
Guild of  Organists  

December 2015 

From the Dean  

 
 

Dear AGO Members, 
 
What an inspiring weekend we had on November 14/15!!   
Frédéric Blanc is not just a great performer, but he is also a  
wonderful teacher and has a great personality.  For those of              
you who were not at the Master Class, he gave Rob, John, Ron 
and Caron some very helpful comments.  Interestingly, the           
comments were different for each of us and that in itself was     
instructional for those in attendance.   
 

The recital on Sunday was well attended and everyone seemed 
to enjoy Frédéric’s historical comments about each of the pieces 

he played.  We did get a thumbnail sketch of French composers, specific facts about 
each of them and also where each fits in the grand scheme of French music.   
 

Thanks so much to John Mattson and Ron VanderWest for the part each of them played 
in making this one of the more memorable events in our AGO chapter. 
 

I would like to draw your attention to an article in the December TAO.  David Vogels, 
CAGO, writes a regular commentary column which this month appears on page 24.                    
He lists the various advantages that each of us receives from belonging to the American 
Guild of Organists.  Please take a few minutes to read this.  There have been times 
when I have been at a loss in countering the comment, “What’s in it for me?” when 
someone talks about AGO membership.  This article answers that question.  And      
speaking about membership, we have a NEW member.  His information for your                 
directory is found on page two of this newsletter.  Join me in welcoming Todd Holle to 
the Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter. 
 

Our annual Winter Social will be happening on January 8.  I hope you will be able to join 
us for what is always a wonderful evening with AGO friends.  See details on page 4. 
 

Finally, I hope that all of you are living lives of gratitude for the many blessings that we 
as musicians have.  How many people get to play the beautiful music of the Advent and 
Christmas seasons?  Some of my favorite music appears during these two seasons. 
 

Blessings to all of you.     
                                                                                                     

Caron 

 

 

Caron Farmer, Dean                                                    

231-726-6098                                           

caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 

Maryanne Beery, Sub-Dean                                  

616-844-0317                                                       

mbeery@fpgh.org                      

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 

 

Facebook:                                                                                          

Muskegon Lakeshore AGO 

 

from the Muskegon-Lakeshore Board,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 Caron, Maryanne, Melody, Juanita, John, Ron and Shane 



Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2015-2016 Events  

January 8, 2016                                                    

“Winter Social”                                                                

6:30 p.m.                                                                      

Home of Shane Arkels 

February 27, 2016 (Saturday)                                              

“Handbell Workshop” with                                     

Janet Van Valey                                                            

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.                                                              

Forest Park Covenant    

March 6, 2016 (Sunday)                                                                 

“Young Artist:  Madeleine Woodworth”                                   

4 p.m.                                                                                     

First Presbyterian Grand Haven 

April 15, 2016  (Friday)                                                       

“Practicing: the lesser of two                                                      

taxing realities!” with Huw Lewis                                                                                                               

7 p.m.                                                                                            

Samuel Lutheran Church 

May 13, 2016 (Sunday)                                                                          

“Members’ Recital”                                                             

3 p.m.                                                                               

First Congregational Church 

June TBA—End of Year dinner 
Financial Report                                          

As of October 31, 2015                                     

General Fund                                                           

$783.58       

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,459.51                                                                        

Young Artist Fund                              

$883.00 
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Feeding the Soul of the City                        
2015-2016  

All performances are held                         

Tuesdays from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m.              

unless otherwise noted. 

December 11, 2015 at 7 p.m.                                          
 “The Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys” 

December 15, 2015     

 “Christmas at the Organ”                             

 Peter Kurdziel 

February 23, 2016      

 “AnDro” — Celtic/World Music 

March 22, 2016                                                      

  “Quintessence Woodwind Quintet” 

April 26, 2016                                                                                 

 “Arthur Campbell and Helen Marlais”    

 Clarinet and Piano 

May 24, 2016        

  “The Hildegard Singers”                                         

  Medieval Music 

June 7, 2016       

 “GVSU Steel Drum Ensemble” 
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Please give a warm welcome to our newest member: 

Todd Holle                                                                                                    

8158 W. Stony Lake Road                                                                                         

New Era, MI 49446 

231-730-2102                                                                                                   

hollemusic@hotmail.com 

Trinity Lutheran Church                     

5631 W. Stoney Lake Rd.      

New Era, MI 49446 

231-861-4059 
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The First Congregational Church of Muskegon will                    
present two performances of “Bach by Candlelight” on                    
Sunday, December 13

th
 at 3:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.                        

Highlighting the event will be selections from Johann                 
Sebastian Bach's "Christmas Oratorio.” The performance 
will feature the Motet Choir, the Muskegon Chamber Choir, 
a quartet of soloists and an orchestra with added period 
instruments. This expansive work is under the direction of 
David Wikman.  

One of the most celebratory works in Bach's entire output, 
the “Christmas Oratorio” relates the story of Christ’s birth 
with a diverse array of musical forms and instrumental             
textures. As with Bach’s two great settings of the Passion 
story, “Christmas Oratorio” features an Evangelist who   
narrates the story along with vocal soloists and a choir who 
comment on the story, sing arias, and assume the parts of 
shepherds and the angels.  

Tenor William Watson continues to develop his reputation 
as one of America’s finest J.S. Bach Evangelists, “exquisite 
in tone and decoration” -The New York Times. Watson will 
perform the role of the Evangelist (narrator). The quartet              
of vocal soloists will also include: Soprano, Sabrina Laney 
Warren praised as a “powerful and finely nuanced sopra-
no” with “seemingly unlimited vocal possibilities.” With               
international acclaim, she has performed opera, concert, 
and oratorio works throughout North America and Europe. 
Mezzo Soprano, Tracy Watson, known for her versatility,  
is equally at home on the opera and concert stage. She 
began her career in Chicago as a member of the prestig-
ious Lyric Opera Center for American Artists. Muskegon’s 
own Thomas Clark, baritone, is currently Director of Music 
at First Congregational Church and vocal music instructor 
at Muskegon Community College.    

In addition, the 3:00 pm concert will include a performance                
by the young voices of the Youth Alive Choirs. Also joining                    
the performances will be the Canterbury Handbell Ensem-
ble and the Shema choir. A goodwill offering will be taken 
and a reception will follow each performance. Come and 
join in this 78

th
 year of Muskegon’s Christmas tradition; all 

are welcome.  

  

LESSONS & CAROLS                                     

by 

Grand Rapids Choir of  Men & Boys                      
Friday, December 11                                                              

7 pm   

 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                                     
1006 Third St. — Muskegon                                                

Feeding the Soul of the City    

 

 Peter Kurdziel, organist   

Tuesday, December 15                                           

12:15 to 12:45 pm 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                                       
1006 Third St. — Muskegon                    
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History of Hymns: “In the Bleak Midwinter”  

by C. Michael Hawn 
 

In the bleak midwinter, 
   Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
   Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
   Snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, 
   Long ago.  
 
Christina Georgiana Rossetti (1830-1894) gives us one of the most beloved                   
Christmas hymns. The author of three collections of mostly religious poetry and four 
devotional books, she came from a family steeped in the arts. Her deep faith is 
thought to be partially the result of the solace that she found in writing as a   result of 
her poor health from age sixteen. 
 
Christina’s father, Gabriele Rossetti, was a professor of Italian at King’s College,   
London, living in exile in England. Her brothers Dante Gabriel and William Michael 
gave birth to a nineteenth-century art movement, the Pre-Raphaelites, for which the 
beautiful Christina often served as a model (see the photo), especially for portraits               
of the Madonna. Among the family friends was Charles Dodgson, who, under the 
pseudonym of Lewis Carroll, authored the famous  Alice in Wonderland. An ardent 
Anglican, Christina rejected one suitor because he was Roman Catholic. 
 
Her most famous hymns are the Christmas texts, "Love Came Down at Christmas" composed in 1885 and       
"In the Bleak Midwinter," the latter first published as the poem "A Christmas Carol" in Scribner’s Monthly in 
January 1872. It first appeared as a hymn in The English Hymnal (1906), where it was paired to a tune by the 
famous English composer Gustav Holst (1874-1934). Now, over 100 years later, we sing this hymn in virtually 
the same form as it appeared in 1906. 
 
In the first memorable stanza, Rossetti creates a dreary and desolate image of the world into which the infant 
Jesus appeared by drawing on the experience of a British winter. She is not suggesting that it literally snowed 
in Bethlehem, but is drawing on a long-established literary idea of associating snow with Christ's birth. The 
famous seventeenth-century poet, John Milton, used the winter imagery in his poem, "On the Morning of 
Christ’s Nativity," as a pure covering to hide the sin of the world. 

WINTER SOCIAL 

Friday, January 8 

6:30 p.m. 

We are being asked to bring hors d’oeuvres.                                                         
You are also welcome to invite someone that might be                          

interested in joining the Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter. 

Home of Shane Arkels                                                                                         
1220 Lakeshore Dr.                                                                          

R.S.V.P. — 231-755-4952  — shanearkels@yahoo.com 
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It was the Winter wilde, 
While the Heav'n-born-childe, 
All meanly wrapt in the rude manger lies; 
Nature in aw to him 

Had doff't her gawdy trim . . .   

Rossetti exploits this metaphor in the opposite way in her opening stanza. The Incarnate One, the Light of the World, 
brought warmth into the most forlorn and dreary of sinful situations. 

 

The second stanza uses the device of antithesis to make the point that the eternal One whom "heaven could not hold" 
nor "earth sustain" appeared during the "bleak winter" of human existence where "a stable place sufficed." This paradox 
of the eternal One born in a humble setting is a primary theme of many hymns of this season. 
 

An omitted third stanza explores the intimacy of the manger scene. 
 
Enough for him, whom cherubim 
   Worship night and day,  
A breastful of milk, 
   And a mangerful of hay;  
Enough for him, whom angels 
   Fall down before,  
The ox and ass and camel 

   Which adore. 

The fourth stanza once again contrasts the heavenly glory of gathered "Angels and archangels" and 
"cherubim and seraphim" with the mother who alone "worshiped the beloved with a kiss." 
The final stanza is perhaps one of the most endearing to singers of Christmas hymns. Yet, as British hymnol-
ogist J. R. Watson observes, "The final verse is strangely interesting." 
 
What can I give him, 
   Poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, 
   I would bring a lamb;  
If I were a wise man, 
   I would do my part;  
Yet what I can I give him; 
   Give my heart. 

Watson cites an article by British hymn writer Elizabeth Cosnett (b. 1936) who provides a social commentary 
that may shed light on this stanza. She notes that, "when a woman wrote these words women were largely 
excluded from the professions and from higher education." Like the shepherds, she was not employed; like 
the wise men, Rossetti held no degree. Watson concludes that this reading of the final stanza "does not inval-
idate the more general reading of the verse; but it gives a special sharpness and poignancy to the last verse 
for those who wish to find it." 
The writer invites us to offer our own gift to the Christ Child just as the shepherds and wise men did. Rather 
than the present of a lamb or expensive gifts, however, we offer the most important gift -- our hearts. 

  
 
Dr. Hawn is a distinguished professor of church music at Perkins School of Theology. He is al-
so director of the seminary's sacred music program. 
 

Editor’s Note:  Of all the beautiful carols we sing or play during the Advent and Christmas season, In 
the Bleak Midwinter is probably one of my most favorite.  Again, I came across this wonderful article 
while searching for something at church.  I hope that if you don’t have time to read it now, you will 
after the hustle and bustle is past and the only thing left to do is shovel snow and relax in front of the 
fireplace.  (Said no organist!)  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.                ~ Juanita R. Joiner 



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

January 8, 2016 


