
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 

A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                   
Guild of  Organists  

February 2015 

From the Dean  
 

Dear AGO Members, 

I understand from my favorite weather man that on                
February 2 we will be half way through winter.  Fortunately 
for us it hasn’t been continuously challenging.  I hope all of 
you have avoided the pitfalls of treacherous sidewalks and 
parking lots! 
 

Our next meeting is our In Memoriam—A Members’               
Recital.  We will remember Barbara Hansen, who was a 
member of our chapter in its early years.  Performing on 
this program will be two recipients of the Irene Kolkema 

Scholarship Fund, Andrew Moulds and Ross Underberg.  These two students 
are continuing to study organ and have their sights set on becoming church                    
organists.  Also playing will be John Mattson, Peter Kurdziel, Rob Hlebinsky  
and Caron Farmer. 
 

This event will be held at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on February 22, 2015, at 
3:00 p.m.  There will be a reception following the recital.  Elsewhere in this 
newsletter are details about the reception. 
 

I have been receiving notices about the Regional Convention that will be held in 
Indianapolis from the folks in Indiana.  I have been to two Regional Conventions 
and have found both of them to be worth the effort and cost to attend.  I urge 
you to consider attending this convention.  I intend to go, so please let me know 
if you plan to attend so we can arrange to car pool to reduce travel costs.   
 

Ash Wednesday and Lent are just around the corner and for many of you that 
means extra services.  This penitential season has some wonderful music                  
that as organists and choir directors we are privileged to provide for our                 
congregations.   

 

God’s peace, 

Caron Farmer  

Caron Farmer, Dean                                                    

231-726-6098                                           

caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 

Maryanne Beery, Sub-Dean                                  

616-844-0317                                                       

mbeery@fpgh.org                      

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 
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In Memoriam—A Members’ Recital 

This year’s In Memoriam is being dedicated to Barbara Hansen.  I thought including a part of her obituary 
would help many of our members remember this special lady. 

“Barbara Joan Hansen, age 84, passed away Thursday, August 14, 2014.  She was born in Muskegon, MI on 
February 9, 1930 to John and Dora (Koning) DeGroot and married Irving Hansen Jr. on May 5, 1950.  Barbara 
was a beautiful seamstress who loved working in her flower garden.  She was a gifted organist and Director of 
Music at Laketon Bethel Reformed Church, Bethlehem Lutheran Church and Central Reformed Church and a 
member of The American Guild of Organists.  She then pursued a career that would lead her to being the Medi-
cal Staff Coordinator at Hackly Hospital for 30 years.  Barbara was a member of First Congregational Church 
UCC.  Survivors:  husband of 64 years, Irving “Bud” Hansen; daughters, Kathleen Joan (Dick) Morrison of Twin 
Lake and Donna Marie Hansen of Muskegon.  She also had many grandchildren, nieces and nephews.”  

This is always a very popular program for us and this year will be no exception.  This recital serves as our 
main fundraiser for the Irene Kolkema Organ Scholarship Fund.  An application for this scholarship is               
included with your February publication.  It is our hope that 2015 will provide us the opportunity to award            
even more scholarships to deserving individuals who want to start organ study or continue with their study.  
Please abide by the deadline of March 31 when you or your students fill out the application.  We have also 
provided a poster for the In Memoriam for each of you to post at your church and share with your friends.  

Looking forward to seeing you on February 22.   

In Memoriam Reception 

Each of our programs is followed by a 
reception and we are asking that our 
members help provide the goodies for 
this program...it’s only fitting when the 
purpose of this program is to pay our 
respects of our past members. 

We are asking you to bring 2-3 dozen 
cookies.  Please respond to Caron 
caronfarmer@comcast.net or Juanita 
jrjoiner@comcast.net so we have an 
idea of how to plan.  Thank You! 
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Knowing Your Value 
by Floyd Farmer 

 
 
Have you ever said to yourself, “I don’t think I’m really appreciated around here; at least they aren’t paying me 
what I’m worth”?  How about, “Yes, I can certainly add that to my list of duties; don’t worry about any extra 
money”?  How many of you have said, “I love this job so much I’d do it even if they didn’t pay me”?  Given 
that, how many of you have income sufficient to bank some of your paycheck into a savings account at the 
end of the month?  What portion of your check is going into your retirement fund?  You do have a retirement 
fund, don’t you? 
 

Knowing Your Value is the title of a book by Mika Brzezinski, co-host with Joe 
Scarborough of the MSNBC news program “Morning Joe”.  In the book Mika ex-
plains how and why it took her so long to understand her own worth and how much 
the delay cost her in terms of self-respect and financial compensation.  If you read 
the book and substitute your name for “Mika” and “church musician” for “television 
anchor” you will probably get a fairly accurate picture of your own employment situa-
tion.   The AGO has salary guidelines, but most church musicians simply do not 
know their own value, and if they do, don’t know how to promote and market that 
value. 
 
Mika tells of the time her employer came to her because she and Joe were so suc-
cessful in their three-hour show that the network wanted Mika to do another hour on 
her own, without any additional compensation; AND SHE DID IT!  How many of you 
have taken on an additional choir, or rehearsed the kids for the Sunday School  
Christmas program, without any added pay? 

 
She tells of accepting a job doing thirty-second news reads for next to nothing, simply because she wanted to 
be in front of a camera.  Have you ever taken a job for “peanuts” just because you wanted to play the organ 
or direct a choir?  What did that get you in the end?  Probably the same thing it did for Mika; not much. 
 
Mika was fortunate.  When she wanted to leave “Morning Joe” because the job was costing her more than 
she was making, it was Joe who obtained additional compensation for her.  He realized the show was suc-
cessful in part because of her and it was to HIS financial advantage to keep her on board.  Have you ever 
suggested to your employer that part of the success of your church is because of what you bring to the pro-
gram?  Have you ever considered the impact your departure from the program would have upon the 
church?  More importantly, have you ever asked your employer to consider the impact your departure would 
have? 
 
It is no sin to demand reasonable compensation.  “The workman is worthy of his hire.”  I Timothy 5:18.  We do 
ourselves no favor when we allow ourselves to be underpaid for our services.  In that same vein, we do a dis-
service to the profession by not knowing our value.  Why is it that you have trouble finding a substitute to play 
for you?  Why are there so few organ majors in college wanting to enter the field of church music?  Do you 
think it has anything to do with the value we allow the churches to put on our skills and abilities?  Remember; 
no one can take advantage of YOU without YOUR permission.  Know what your value is and everyone will be 
better served. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Thank you Floyd for taking the time to not only write an article for our newsletter but stimulate 
each of us in our thinking about our value.  I encourage others to also write something for our monthly Pipe 
Notes publication.  Last month you’ll remember I reprinted the Homily that Rev. Kenneth Michnay delivered to 
our membership in 2006.  I also sent you a thought provoking article via email that Shane Arkels had spotted          
on Facebook.  I can’t tell you how many people I heard back from on that thought provoking article.  As church 
musicians we must not only stay open-minded but stay stimulated so we can continue to provide week after 
week what we believe in...church music.  It’s our love, our passion and yes, our church’s future.  I always used 
this quote with my students...I Can...We Can...We Will!  I think it’s a fitting closure to Floyd’s article. 
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Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2015 Events  

February 22 (Sunday)                                                       

“In Memoriam:  A Members’ Recital”                            

3:00 p.m.                                                                                  

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church         

March 8, 2015 (Sunday)                                            

“Young Artist Series: Abby Rockwood”                                        

3:00 p.m.                                                                          

Central United Methodist Church                                                                                              

May 17, 2015   Make note of this date!                                                

“Dinner and Evensong”                                                                                                                                                                                                 

St. John’s Episcopal Church—Grand Haven  

 

Hope to see each of you at these                                               

remaining chapter events. 

     

Feeding the Soul of the City Concerts                                                               
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                             

12:15 p.m.—12:45 p.m.                                                                   

2015 Events 

February 24. 2015                                                                        

“Reeths Puffer Madrigal Singers”                                  

March 24, 2015                                                              

“Pablo Hahave-Veglia”                                                    

(cello and piano) 

April 28, 2015                                                                         

“The Austin-Helle-Richter Trio”                                                                           

(violin, French horn and piano) 

May 26, 2015                                                                           

“Clifford Music Group”                                                                     

(jazz) 

June 9, 2015                                                                     

“Ruth & Max Bloomquist” (folk and bluegrass)                                  

Grand Rapids Chapter                          
2015 Events  

February 2, 2015 (Monday)                                   

“Clergy & Musician Relations”                     

Eileen Gunther                                                        

8:00 p.m.                                                                          

Kretschmer Hall, Aquainas Collage 

Holland Chapter                                          
2015 Events  

February 3, 2015 (Tuesday)                                             

“On Teaching and Learning the Organ”  

Huw Lewis                                                                     

7:30 p.m.                                                                              

First Methodist Church, Holland 

Financial Report                                          
As of January 31, 2015                                                                                     

General Fund                                             

$908.32 

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,463.26 

Young Artist Fund                              

$592.00 

If you would like to see a more detailed               

report of these accounts, please contact your 

Chapter Treasurer and she will be more than 

willing to provide you with this information. 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer 

News from the Holland Chapter:  On Monday, February 23 at 7:30 p.m., Bob Batistini will be speaking on 
New Hymns.  This meeting (originally scheduled for November was postponed due to weather) will take place 
at 14th Street CRS (14 West 14th St. Holland).  Here is Bob’s description of his presentation: 

“As organists we are often confronted by worshippers desiring more “contemporary” music.  The solution is often to 
schedule two services:  traditional and contemporary.  Perhaps there is another option that does not involve leaving the 
organ bench.  By becoming acquainted with some of today’s best hymn writers, we’ll explore the practice of wedding 
21st century hymn texts, to study, time-tested tunes.” 

This special evening might be of interest to many of our Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter members.   

 



Former President of the AGO 

Kretschmer Recital Hall, Aquinas College                                                                             
Monday, February 2, 8:00 p.m. 

Eileen Guenther, former president of the American Guild of Organists, reveals                         
behind-the-scenes church struggles in her new book, "Rivals or a Team?: Clergy-
Musician Relationships in the Twenty-First Century.” Guenther, an associate profes-
sor of church music at Washington's Wesley Theological Seminary and the former 
organist at Foundry United Methodist Church, talked with Religion News Service 
about her findings and advice. Some answers have been edited for length and clarity. 

 Q: You titled your book "Rivals or a Team?" From your research, which is a better 
description of most clergy-musician relationships? 

 A: I would say that rivals may well be the most prevalent, but team is our aspiration.  

Q: Why is it so difficult for musicians and ministers to get along and not have an intense rivalry? 

 A: Part of it is lack of understanding of roles. Part of it is control. Each of us is used to kind of being in control in 
our area, but sometimes if the roles haven't been clarified, then the control issues become simply that, rather 
than sorting out, 'OK, who's going to choose the hymn?' That's one of the really big issues. 

Q: Who should choose the hymns?  

A: It should be done collaboratively, among staff members, with clergy. We have two services at Wesley and both 
of them are team planned, with teams. If liturgy is the work of people, then the planning of the liturgy needs not to 
be done in somebody's office alone with their cup of coffee.  

Q: You say that the future of the church may well be at stake if clergy and musicians don't learn to understand 
each other better. Is it really that dire?  

A: I think it is. In general, the mainline church is having a very difficult time these days. And the role of music in 
worship is so critical: 40 to 60 percent of a service is going to be musical. People can tell when things aren't going 
well among members of the staff.  I think everything has to be done intentionally, with collegiality and spirituality 
and a view of what we are all about for people to continue to attend church. People may well attend for a fine ser-
mon and not very good music or vice versa. But what really builds in success is when people are working to-
gether and the sung word and the spoken word are in partnership. 

Q: Your book is sprinkled with testimonies from musicians labeled "name withheld" who tell of unexpected firings 
or verbal abuse. What story did you find the most gripping? 

 A: Two of them actually put their names on them: Ted Gustin (now in Alexandria, Va.) found out that his job was 
open from the website at church. And Robert Young (now in Salisbury, Md.) talked about a clergyman who, when 
there was a point of disagreement, he stuck his finger in Robert's face and said, "If you do not obey, I will do with 
you as I do with my wife." There was one "name withheld" who actually went to counseling and was diagnosed 
with something like post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Q: You also had many who said they had great relationships -- sometimes decades long -- at one or many 
churches. What's the secret? 

A: I think it probably is mutual respect with allied things like when you respect each other, you work together, you 
talk together, you care about each other, you appreciate each other's discipline. If there's some kind of a problem 
you address it. You don't let it just escalate. You spend time together. Respect kind of is a snapshot that has lots 
of other little pixels in it.  

Q: Should ministers of music be members of the churches that pay them?  

A: I think it's better not. I don't think it's impossible, but it does blur a little bit of a boundary in terms of employ-
ment. I have not ever joined the church. I've been an associate member but not a full member of where I work. I 
just didn't feel like totally joining was something that felt quite right. 
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Registration is now open for the AGO 2015 Great Lakes Region Convention, July 12-15 in Indianapolis.  Early 
bird registration is $260 for regular members with the cut-off date for February 28.  The convention website is:  
www:ago-racetoindy2015.org.  Hope to see you there!   

Choral Directors Workshop:   
Working with Aging Voices 

Saturday, March 7 from 9 a.m. to Noon 

Clinician, Cal Langejans, is the founder of the 
Holland Choral and served as its conductor 
from 1960 until 2000.  He currently conducts 
the Evergreen Chorale—a well-balanced en-
semble of 100+ voices, for singers 50 years 
of age and older—chosen by audition. 

Aging is part of life.  As singers get older it 
can become more and more difficult to con-
sistently produce good vocal sounds, but it’s 
not impossible.  Choral directors are faced 
with bringing out the best possible sounds 
from their singers, including seniors.  Young 
choral directors often find themselves working 
with singers twice their own age and more.  
This workshop offers help, no matter which 
side of 50 we are on these days. 

All Coral Directors Are Cordially Invited! 

For more information and registration details 
go to:  www.npm-gr.org 

This special event at First Congregational Church will 
NOT conflict with our In Memoriam Recital.  Have                
lunch first and then attend our program at 3:00 p.m. at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.      

Hope to see you at both of these events. 

In Loving Memory 

Prayers of comfort for John and 
Kristy Mattson on the passing of 
John’s mother, Viola  M. Mattson, 

on January 8.  May they continue to feel your presence 
during these difficult days.  May memories always fill 

their hearts.  Amen 
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A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

February 22  , 2015 


