
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 

A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                  
Guild of  Organists  

July 2015 

From the Dean  

 

Dear AGO Members: 

It doesn’t seem possible, but we are nearing the half way 
mark of our Michigan summer!  We have enjoyed some 
pleasant days in our corner of the world and I am waiting 
impatiently for tomatoes from our garden. 
 
This letter will be shorter than usual, but there is one    
very special meeting that we have solidified for the next                
program year that we want you to put on your calen-
dars.  We are delighted to have Janet Van Valey coming      

on Saturday, February 27, 2016, to lead a handbell workshop.  Janet is an              
accomplished conductor of handbells and leads the Kalamazoo Ringers.  She           
is also a representative for Malmark Handbells.  Please let your ringers know 
about this date so that they can plan their schedules and attend this AGO 
event.  The site for this workshop will be Forest Park Covenant Church.  The 
exact  time and format of the workshop has not been decided, but as soon as 
we know what it is, we will inform all of you.  
 
Finally, if you know of a church that has a handbell choir whose director is not a 
member of AGO, would you please extend an invitation to that person to attend 
this workshop?  We would like to open this meeting up to all handbell choirs in 
the area.  Individual ringers are welcome as well.   
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer! 
 

Sincerely, 

Caron Farmer 
 

 

Caron Farmer, Dean                                                    

231-726-6098                                           

caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 

Maryanne Beery, Sub-Dean                                  

616-844-0317                                                       

mbeery@fpgh.org                      

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 

 

Facebook:                                                                                          

Muskegon Lakeshore AGO 

 

Hope you are enjoying your summer in West Michigan 

where the weather has been wonderful                                    

and the music superb. 



Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2015-2016 Events  

MARK THESE DATES NOW!!! 

November 15, 2015                                                             

“Frederic Blanc, organist”                                      

This concert is being sponsored by                                                        

Central United Methodist Church 

We are planning a workshop with Mr. 

Blanc...another MUST to attend! 

February 27, 2016                                              

“Handbell Workshop” with                                     

Janet Van Valey at Forest Park                                     

More of our 2015-2016 year will be given 

in our August newsletter.   

Feeding the Soul of the City Concerts                                                               
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                             

12:15 p.m. — 12:45 p.m.                                                                  

 

The 2015-2016 season                      

will be announced                                         

SOON! 

Financial Report                                          
As of June 30, 2015                                     

General Fund                                                           

$491.18                                 

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,320.51 

Young Artist Fund                              

$859.00 

If you would like to see a more detailed               

report of these accounts, please contact your 

Chapter Treasurer and she will be more than 

willing to provide you with this information. 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer 

         ONCARD 

National has already emailed 

each of us the information we 

need for our 2015-2016 member-

ship renewal with AGO.  Please 

follow the instructions carefully. 

Hopefully those of you with changes to your 

address, phone or email have already given 

National your updated information.  Please 

do that when you register. National needs to 

have your correct information.  

A huge thank you to the fifteen members 

who have already renewed...it’s fast to do 

and good to have off your “to do” list.  

 If you need a reminder about your password, 

call me at 231-722-3689.         ~ Juanita 

2015                                                                    

Pillar Church                                       
Wednesday Noon Organ Concerts 

July 1      Dr. Carrie Groenewold, DMA 

July 8              Caron Farmer, AAGO 

July 15                         Joanne Jensen, CAGO 

July 22                                     Aaron Goodyke 

July 29                                           Jim Folkert 

August 5                Dr. Norene Walters, DMA 

August 12                               Richard VanOss 

August 19                                   David Heinze 

August 26                                Jonathan Tuuk 

Pillar Church is located at 57 E, 10th St. in 

Holland, Michigan. 

Why not support these organists and take in 

the wonderful shopping and food in Holland. 
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PLEASE don’t forget to pay your                            
2015-2015 AGO Dues.                                       

See report on right!   

Know someone that should be a member?                       
Why not ask them to join!         
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HANDBELL WORKSHOP                         

with                                                                          
Janet Van Valey—February 27, 2015 

 
 
Janet L. Van Valey 
holds a B.A. in Music 
from Hanover                  
College and a M.M. 
in Choral Conducting 
from Colorado State 
University. She has 
taught both middle 
school and high 

school vocal music  in North Carolina 
and Virginia, and has also served as 
director of music for a variety of denomi-
nations for over 35 years. 
 
Mrs. Van Valey has worked with hand-
bells since 1978 when she began her 
studies with Donald Allured. She is an 
active member of the American Guild of 
English Handbell Ringers, having served 
as Michigan State Chair, Chair of the 
Handbell Industry Council, Co-Chairman 
of the National Youth Handbell Camp, 
and as a member of CHIME (Committee 
on Handbells In Music Education). She 
also served as the National Secretary for 
four years and the Chair of the AGEHR 
Endowment. Currently, she serves on 
the National Priorities Committee. 
 
In addition to the Learning to Ringseries, 
she has co-authored two resource                 
ooks for elementary music teachers—
Handchimes in General Music and a 
Curriculum Guide published by 
AGEHR—and has written numerous  
articles on the use of bells and chimes. 
She is also the founder and director of 
the Kalamazoo Ringers, one of the               
oldest community handbell choirs in the 
country, established in 1981. 
 
As an experienced teacher and director,                
Mrs. Van Valey has served as an                
in-service instructor for schools, as a 
clinician for handbell workshops, state 
music education meetings, Choristers 
Guild, and denominational church                   
conferences. She has also been a guest 
conductor for many massed bell festivals 
and conferences. 
 

Caron Farmer, AAGO 
 

Program 
 

Fantasy on Come, Holy Ghost, BWV 651a                  Johann Sebastian Bach   
               (1685-1750) 

Bach has set this Pentecost chorale with the tune in the pedal part.  The manuals 

above play a florid accompaniment as if the wind, or the Holy Spirit, were blow-

ing across and energizing the entire composition. 

 

March Funèbre, Op. 171        Cécile Chaminade (1857-1944) 

George Bizet was a family friend of the Chaminade family.  Despite his encour-

agement Cécile’s father would not permit her to study at the Paris Conservato-

ry.  She did study privately and subsequently became very popular during her 

lifetime.  This funeral march is from a collection entitled The Sacred Nave. 

 

Tänzerische Weise      Erzsébet Szöny (b. 1924) 

Ms. Szöny was born in Hungary and studied in Paris with Nadia Boulanger and 

Olivier Messiaen.  She also was a student of Zoltan Kodaly.  This lively dance 

tune was written in 1955 and shows the composer’s close links with her native 

folk music. 

 

Fugue                            Elsa Barraine (1910-1999) 

This stately fugue is in five voices and is the second part of a prelude and fugue 

composed in 1955.  It is based upon a Jewish hymn tune and is dedicated to Paul 

Dukas with whom Ms. Barraine studied composition at the Paris Conservatory. 

 

Variations on O Sons and Daughters Let Us Sin               Jeanne Demessieux 

                             (1921-1968) 

French composer Jeanne Demessieux was a student of Marcel Dupré at the Paris 

Conservatory and later served as organist at the Church of La Madeleine.  This 

1950 composition is a set of variations on the Easter hymn. 

 

Passion, Op. 145, No. 4                                 Max Reger  (1873-1916) 

Passion is one of seven chorale preludes in the last of the organ works by this 

German composer.  The piece is based upon the Lenten hymn Ah Holy Jesus, 

How Hast Thou Offended?  After a richly embellished and harmonically com-

plex opening, typical of Reger’s composition, he concludes the work with a 

straight forward setting of the tune. 

  

Fiesta                                                                   Emma Lou Diemer (b. 1927) 

Emma Lou Diemer was born in Kansas City, MO, and currently lives in Santa 

Barbara where she is professor emerita at the University of California and or-

ganist emerita of First Presbyterian Church.  She has composed hundreds of 

works for nearly every musical genre.  Fiesta was composed in 1996 and is built 

around an irregular rhythm grouping of 3+3+2.  It’s party time! 

 

***** 

About the Organist 

Caron Farmer is the former  Director  of Music at St. John’s Episcopal 

Church in Grand Haven.  She was awarded the Colleague certificate from the 

American Guild of Organists in 2004 and the Associates’ degree in 2009, one of 

only eight organists in the United States, and the only woman, to be so honored 

that year.  Recently she was featured on the American Public Media Pipedreams 

radio program where she was interviewed by host Michael Barone and per-

formed A Refined Reflection, a work she commissioned and which is the last 

work written by composer Stephen Paulus before his death.  Caron is committed 

to the performance of contemporary American music, and especially that of 

women composers.  She currently serves as Dean of the Muskegon-Lakeshore 

Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. 



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

September 11, 2015 


