
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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Dear AGO Members, 

First of all a heart felt thank you to Tom and Solee-Lee 
Clark for hosting our most recent meeting at First Congre-
gational Church.  It was good to see so many of you in  
attendance, especially since I know that last weekend was 
a very busy one for many of our members.  I appreciate 
your loyalty to our organization. 

Secondly, our next and last meeting of the year is a Choral 
Evensong for Ascension on Sunday, May 17, at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church.  The service begins at 5:00 p.m. and 

we plan that it will be about 50 minutes in length.  If you have never been to an 
Evensong, this will be a good opportunity for you to experience this service.  As 
has been published earlier this year, it is patterned after the services that are 
celebrated nearly every day of the year at Westminster Abbey and St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in London.  After the service you are invited to Floyd and Caron 
Farmer’s home for a buffet dinner.  The details about that can be found else-
where in this newsletter. 

Last weekend was a busy one for musicians in our city and I would like to give               
a round of applause for the Muskegon Community College Choirs.  Floyd and I 
were privileged to attend the spring concert of the Collegiate and College Choirs 
under the direction of Tom Clark at First Congregational Church last Sunday  
afternoon.  It has been many years since we have heard the wonderful quality  
of singing that these students exhibited.  Kudos to all! 

I look forward to seeing all of you at our Choral Evensong. 

Sincerely, 

Caron Farmer 
 

 

 

Caron Farmer, Dean                                                    

231-726-6098                                           

caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 

Maryanne Beery, Sub-Dean                                  

616-844-0317                                                       

mbeery@fpgh.org                      

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 

 

Facebook:                                                                                          

Muskegon Lakeshore AGO 
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Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2015 Events  

May 17, 2015                                                

“Dinner and Choral Evensong”                               

5 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church—Muskegon 

Hope to see each of you at our                                              

final chapter event. 

Feeding the Soul of the City Concerts                                                               
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                             

12:15 p.m. — 12:45 p.m.                                                                  

2015 Events 

May 26, 2015                                                                           

“Clifford Music Group”                                                                     

(jazz) 

June 9, 2015                                                                     

“Ruth & Max Bloomquist” (folk and bluegrass)                                  

Financial Report                                          
As of April 30, 2015                                                                                     

General Fund                                             

$1,593.32 

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,320.51 

Young Artist Fund                              

$759.00 

If you would like to see a more detailed               

report of these accounts, please contact your 

Chapter Treasurer and she will be more than 

willing to provide you with this information. 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer 

 

         ONCARD 

National has already emailed 

each of us the information 

needed for our 2015-2016 

membership renewal with 

AGO.  Please follow the                

instructions carefully.                       

Hopefully those of you with 

changes to your address, phone or email               

updated those as I suggested last month;                

if you haven’t, please do that when you             

register. National needs to have your correct 

information.   If you need a reminder about 

your password, call me at 231-722-3689.                        

Juanita 

2015                                                                    

Pillar Church                                       
Wednesday Noon Organ Concerts 

June 3             Marie Blauwkamp 

June 10  Dr. Elizabeth West, DMA 

June 17                      David Schout 

June 24         Dr. Thomas Fielding, DMA 

July 1      Dr. Carrie Groenewold, DMA 

July 8              Caron Farmer, AAGO 

July 15                         Joanne Jensen, CAGO 

July 22                                     Aaron Goodyke 

July 29                                           Jim Folkert 

August 5                Dr. Norene Walters, DMA 

August 12                               Richard VanOss 

August 19                                   David Heinze 

August 26                                Jonathan Tuuk 

Pillar Church is located at 57 E, 10th St. in 

Holland, Michigan. 

Why not support these organists and take in 

the wonderful shopping and food in Holland. 

Your 2015-2016 ballot has been enclosed 

with your newsletter.  Please vote today!  

Deadline for voting is May 31, 2015.  The 

Muskegon-Lakeshore chapter allows all of its 

members to vote in a chapter election. 
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Final from Symphony No. 6 by Louis Vierne                                                                                                        

Stèle pour un enfant défunt 

Prelude, Adagio, and Chorale Variations on Veni Creator by Maurice Duruflé  

  Symphony No. 10 “Romane” by Charles-Marie Widor  

2015 Muskegon-Lakeshore                                                

Irene Kolkema Organ Scholarship        

Congratulations to the following young people 
who were awarded a scholarship by the board. 

Ross Underburg was awarded a $300 scholar-
ship for the continuation of his organ study.  Ross 
is an organ student of Caron Farmer and also in 
the nursing program at MCC.  We have enjoyed 
watching and hearing this young man play and 
totally appreciate that he has a desire to not only 
be a nurse but also wants to become an organist.                                           
Congratulations, Ross.   

Meggie Snyder was awarded a $200 scholarship 
for her organ study.  Meggie is an organ student 
of Rob Hlebinsky and a student at Spring Lake 
High School.  We were impressed with her                  
mature look at her love for music and the pipe 
organ. We look forward to hearing this lovely lady 
play for us next year and know that she will not 
be a disappointment.                                                   
Congratulations, Meggie. 

In keeping with our desire to promote education 
in the Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter, we also 
awarded $50 to Meggie Snyder to attend POE 
this coming Sunday.  She had already registered 
and we felt our $50 would just tell her how 
pleased we were that she was going to attend. 

 

You are cordially invited to attend the 

Second DMA Organ Recital                                        

of 

Peter Kurdziel 

                                                                           

May 19, 2015 at 7 p.m.   

Basilica St. Adalbert                                                                                        



 

4 

Ascension 
Choral      

Evensong 

St. Paul’s                          
Episcopal Church                                    
May 17, 2015                              

5 p.m. 

 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists will conduct an 
Ascension Evensong service at St. Paul's on 
Sunday, May 17 at 5:00 p.m.   

The service will be similar to those at                
London's Westminster Abbey and St. Paul’s 
Cathedral with English choral anthems and  
Anglican chants.  The music will be sung by a 
professional choral ensemble, accompanied      
by organist, Caron Farmer.  All are invited to 
this service.  

This program has been made possible by a 
grant from the Professional Singers Fund of 
the Community Foundation for Muskegon 
County. 

Following the service there will be a dinner at 
the Farmer’s for AGO members and their                 
significant others.   

The cost will be $12.00 and all reservations 
are required by May 11.   

 

 

 

 

 Call in your reservation for the dinner                
following our Ascension Choral Evensong 
by May 11, 2015.  Cost is $12/person.  
Please respond to Caron at  231-726-6098 or                  
caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 Mark your Muskegon-Lakeshore Ballot and 
mail it “today”.  A stamp has been provided so 
we want 100% returned.  Thanks! 

 Renew your AGO membership.  You have                         
already received  your renewal information via 
email.  Follow directions given in that mailing.         

 Plan on attending Peter Kurdziel’s second 
DMA Recital on Tuesday, May 19, at 7 p.m.  

 Plan on attending Wednesday Noon Organ 
Concerts at Pillar Church this summer. 

 Plan on attending “Lyra” on May 9 (You will 
find information about this program in your  
April newsletter.) 

 Let your Editor know of any other programs 
that we need to support during the summer.  
Like I’ve said before, for a small chapter we are 
not only active but we support our community in 
the arts.  Let’s continue being who we are!   

 

to do the following: 

Caron Farmer will be attending “Race to Indy” and we’ll look forward to her report.                                  

While there, Caron will be looking for a future “Young Artist” to play for us. 



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

May 17, 2015 


