
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 

A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                   
Guild of  Organists  

October 2015 

From the Dean  

 
 

Dear AGO Members, 
 
On Saturday, September 26, 2015, Maryanne Beery and I went 
to the Michigan State AGO Meeting.  It’s an opportunity for 
Michigan Dean’s to connect and to discuss concerns that chap-
ters have.  Initially we shared who we are and a little about pro-
grams that we are planning for this next year.  Interestingly,               
another chapter is hosting Frederic Blanc and the Mainz Boys’ 
Choir.  Aaron Tan, who was one of our Young Artist performers 
a couple of years ago is playing for another chapter.  So, we are 
in the main-stream of what is happening in Michigan. 

 

We learned some interesting information about the AGO.  The OnCard registration is 
saving the Guild money.  On the old system, it was necessary to hire extra people to 
process all of the checks that we sent.  Now that is no longer necessary.   
 

There are future events that are planned in our region.  One is the January Jubilee/
February Flourish, which is a one day workshop for part-time organists.  This year it will 
be in New Albany, Indiana, on Monday, February 15.  This event exists to nurture the 
many part-time musicians working for religious institutions.  A second one is the next 
Regional Convention in Youngstown, Ohio, July 3-5, 2017.  As the time draws near for 
this convention more information will be forthcoming.   
 

The next National Convention will be in Houston, Texas, June 19-23, 2016.   
 

There are two POE’s in our region this coming summer.  One is a Pipe Organ Encounter
-Advanced in July in Cincinnati and the other is Pipe Organ Encounter for Youth in               
Lexington, Kentucky, in July as well.  Both POE’s are for students who are 13-18 years 
of age.  In the past we have helped send several students to these worthwhile 
events.   If you have a student who might be interested, now is the time to start thinking 
about attending.   
 

Once again Karl Bruhn complimented our chapter on its great members’ book.  I did not 
bring along one for every Dean, but Karl asked me for the one I did have with me.  That 
way he said, “I can have a copy with me when I brag about it.”   
 

I was very proud and pleased that we have all of our programs for the year planned and 
scheduled completely.  Several chapters do not.  We also are presenting as many or 
more programs than the other chapters.   
 

I hope to see you at the Mainz Boys’ Choir concert on Thursday, October 22, when we 
will be asked to help with the reception.  There will be more information on that as the 
time draws near.   
 

Sincerely, 

 

Caron Farmer 
 

 

 

Caron Farmer, Dean                                                    

231-726-6098                                           

caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 

Maryanne Beery, Sub-Dean                                  

616-844-0317                                                       

mbeery@fpgh.org                      

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 

 

Facebook:                                                                                          

Muskegon Lakeshore AGO 

 



Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2015-2016 Events  

October 22, 2015 (Thursday)                                                   

“Boy Choir of Mainz Cathedral”                           

7 p.m.                                                                                       

First Congregational Church                             

November 14, 2015 (Saturday)                                              

“Masterclass with Frédéric Blanc                       

10 a.m. to 12 p.m.                                                                 

Central United Methodist Church 

November 15, 2015 (Sunday)                                                             

“Frédéric Blanc, organist”                                      

3 p.m.                                                                             

Central United Methodist Church 

January 8, 2016                                                    

“Winter Social”                                                                

6:30 p.m.                                                                      

Home of Shane Arkels 

February 27, 2016 (Saturday)                                              

“Handbell Workshop” with                                     

Janet Van Valey                                                            

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.                                                              

Forest Park Covenant    

March 6, 2016 (Sunday)                                                                 

“Young Artist:  Madeleine Woodworth”                                   

4 p.m.                                                                                     

First Presbyterian Grand Haven 

April 15, 2016  (Friday)                                                       

“Practicing: the lesser of two                                                      

taxing realities!” with Huw Lewis                                                                                                               

7 p.m.                                                                                            

Samuel Lutheran Church 

May 13, 2016 (Sunday)                                                                          

“Members’ Recital”                                                             

3 p.m.                                                                               

First Congregational Church 

June TBA—End of Year dinner 

 

Financial Report                                          
As of September 30, 2015                                                                                     

General Fund                                                           

$1,270.58                          

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,449.51 

Young Artist Fund                              

$883.00 

Our fiscal year ended on September 30. 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer 
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Feeding the Soul of the City                        
2015-2016  

All performances are held                         

Tuesdays from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m.              

unless otherwise noted. 

October 20, 2015      

 “Cathedral of Mainz Boys Choir” 

November 24, 2015                  

 “The Jones-Lukan Duo”, Trumpet & Piano 

December 11, 2015 at 7 p.m.                                          
 “The Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys” 

December 15, 2015     

 “Christmas at the Organ”                             

 Peter Kurdziel 

February 23, 2016      

 “AnDro” — Celtic/World Music 

March 22, 2016                                                      

  “Quintessence Woodwind Quintet” 

April 26, 2016                                                                                 

 “Arthur Campbell and Helen Marlais”    

 Clarinet and Piano 

May 24, 2016        

  “The Hildegard Singers”                                         

  Medieval Music 

June 7, 2016       

 “GVSU Steel Drum Ensemble” 
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Colossians 3:12-17 

 

Put on, then, garments that suit God’s chosen and beloved 
people: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, pa-
tience.  Be tolerant with one another and forgiving, if any of 
you has cause for complaint: you must forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.  Finally, to bind everything together and com-
plete the whole, there must be love.  Let Christ’s peace be 
arbiter in your decisions, the peace to which you were 
called as members of a single body.  Always be thankful.  
Let the gospel of Christ dwell among you in all its richness; 
teach and instruct one another with all the wisdom it gives 
you.  With psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing from 
the heart in gratitude to God.  Let every word and action, 
everything you do, be in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
give thanks through him to God the Father 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Matthew 13:44-52 

 

Jesus said: “The kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure 
which a man found buried in a field.  He buried it again,    
and in joy went and sold everything he had, and bought              
he field. 

“Again, the kingdom of Heaven is like this.  A merchant 
looking out for fine pearls found one of very special value; 
so he went and sold everything he had and bought it. 

“Again the kingdom of Heaven is like a net cast into the 
sea, where it caught fish of every kind.  When it was full, it 
was hauled ashore.  Then the men sat down and collected 
the good fish into baskets and threw the worthless away.  
That is how it will be at the end of time.  The angels will go 
out, and they will separate the wicked from the good, and 
throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be 
wailing and grinding of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” he asked; and they an-
swered, “Yes.”  So he said to them, “When, therefore, a 
teacher of the law has become a learner in the kingdom of 
Heaven, he is like a householder who can produce from his 
store things new and old.” 

Address to Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter, 

American Guild of Organists 

Installation Service—September 11, 2015 

Kenneth Michnay, Chapter Chaplain 

In mid-August of 2001, I moved to Slovakia to begin work as an English teacher in the Lutheran Seminary in 

Bratislava, the capital city, and to be part of the Foreign Affairs Department in the General Bishop’s Office.  

Classes had not yet started, so fourteen years ago today I was on a bus travelling from Bratislava to a small 

village in the central part of the country to visit some friends.  I didn’t think much about it at the time, but a ra-

dio playing on the bus—which was unusual.  I heard the phrase “American Airlines” a few times, but I didn’t 

think anything about that either.  It wasn’t until I got to the home of my friends that I found out what had hap-

pened  

and saw the horrific pictures of the planes crashing into the World Trade Center.  The news on the radio was 

in a language that I didn’t understand.  The pictures were all too clear.  Meaning can be communicated to us 

in words only if we understand the language.  Pictures speak in images we can all understand.  Music com-

municates meaning too in its own universal language.  In the days that followed the attacks on that Septem-

ber 11, there were special services that gave us Americans and our Slovak friends the chance to pray to-

gether, sing and listen to music together, and try to process together how the whole world had suddenly be-

come a much more dangerous place.  Even if they couldn’t go there, most people had always assumed that 

there was at least somewhere in the world that was safe.  Now we all knew that wasn’t so.  
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In a world like ours, it’s unfortunate that the power 

and potential of music is so often not taken seriously.  

To many people, music is merely decoration or                       

distraction.  A very different appreciation of music 

shapes John Dryden’s Song for St. Cecilia’s Day. 

From harmony, from heav’nly harmony,                   
This universal frame began. 

When nature underneath a heap                                         
Of jarring atoms lay,                                                      
And could not heave her head,                                
The tuneful voice was heard from high: 
“Arise! Ye more than dead.”                                        
Then cold and hot, and moist and dry,                                     
In order to their stations leap,                                          
And music’s pow’r obey. 

Music’s power?  Dryden goes on to talk about that 
power.  I’ll quote only two sections: 

What passion cannot music raise and quell!                    
When Jubal struck the chorded shell,                                                
His list’ning brethren stood around,                           
And, wond’ring, on their faces fell,                                   
To worship that celestial sound.                                   
Less than a god they thought there could                   
not dwell                                                                             
Within the hollow of that shell,                                                       
That spoke so sweetly and so well… 

But oh! What art can teach,                                         
What human voice can reach                                              
The sacred organ’s praise?                                                 
Notes inspiring holy love,                                                    
Notes that wing their heav’nly ways                                                      
To join the choirs above. 

One of the purposes of the American Guild of                     

Organists, spelled out in the Order for Installation             

of Officers, is “to increase the contribution (of organ 

and choral music) to religious and aesthetic experi-

ences.”  That’s not an easy task, especially in the 

light of what I just described as the common                    

assumption that music is “merely decoration or                

distraction.” 

Dryden’s poetry tells us that “…from heav’nly har-

mony this universal frame began.”  I guess the poet 

may be permitted some hyperbole, suggesting that 

there’s something about music and harmony that’s 

actually built into God’s creation—a perhaps overly 

grand way of saying what does have a musical ring 

of truth.   

And with only a little bit of stretching, I think his focus 

on harmony can also apply to the purpose of the 

American Guild of Organists with regard to 

“increasing our contribution to religious and aesthetic 

experiences.” 

When I was a college student, I remember a conver-

sation with a friend about music.  I had just be-

come—and still am—a fan of Italian opera.  My friend 

didn’t like Italian opera at all because, as he said, he 

liked harmony.  Every opera I had ever heard always 

had plenty of harmony with the orchestra accompa-

nying the singers, so I couldn’t understand what he 

was talking about.  It finally dawned on me that by 

harmony he meant counterpoint and, since his name 

was Reinhold, counterpoint of the most Teutonic 

kind.  He certainly wasn’t talking about the kind of 

harmony that supports the melodic line of a singer.  I 

would like to argue that the “heav’nly harmony” Dry-

den was talking about is both—the harmony that ac-

companies and counterpoint. 

Your task as church musicians involves both accom-

paniment and counterpoint in addition to all those 

times you’re a soloist.  In his fine article in Septem-

ber’s A.G.O. Pipe Notes, Floyd Farmer quotes Alice 

Parker who wrote: “The congregational voice is the 

heart of all church music.  It can and should be beau-

tiful, meaningful, musical, full of the Spirit, responsive 

both to text and tune, and magnetic in drawing to-

gether all who hear.”  I would add this: drawing to-

gether not only all who hear but also all who share in 

being the congregational voice—those who sing and 

those who lead the song.  Neither should drown out 

nor replace the other.  The genius of the Reforma-

tion’s attitude toward worship was and is that it 

should at heart be congregational.  The main objec-

tion I have to so-called “Praise Services” with “Praise 

Bands” is that they often aren’t congregational.  The 

people assembled can become an audience that is 

essentially not essential.   

The band plays on whether the people make a sound 

or not, replacing rather than supporting the congre-

gational voice.  In that regard, it’s nothing but the Me-

dieval Mass—but with less classy music.  But when 

you take seriously “the congregational voice at the 

heart of all church music,” as church musicians you 

have a variety of responsibilities and roles within the 

worship service. 
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Sometimes you accompany the congregation’s song.  

You provide the supportive harmony; but your task 

isn’t only supporting, it’s also leading the congrega-

tion’s song.  Alice Parker’s advice goes on to make                   

a very important point about how the accompanist 

“stimulates singing, gives effective clues to the 

voices, supports and encourages without overpower-

ing.”  In order to do that well, the organist as accom-

panist needs to keep in mind at least two things: or-

gans don’t have to take a breath, but people do; so 

sing along with the people and breathe with them.  

The accompanist also needs to guard against the 

tendency of groups of singers to get slower and 

slower by maintaining the pulse of the music.  After 

all, an unsteady pulse is never a good sign, not in 

physical life nor in music. 

Sometimes you have a solo—Preludes, Postludes, 

music during the course of the service.  Keep in mind 

that music is not decoration nor is it distraction.  Your 

selections should support the congregational song by 

using music that grows out of your church’s hymnody 

tradition.  I don’t mean limiting yourself exclusively 

that sort of thing.  I mean being aware of music that 

was and is still being written out of your musical tra-

dition, so make use of it.  After all, you need to be 

one who can “produce from your store things old and 

new.”  (Matt. 13:52)  You might also consider the us-

ing alternatum-style from time to time, having the 

Choir or different groups within the congregation sing 

some stanzas alone and some stanzas together, and 

even letting the organ “sing” one of the stanzas. 

And then there’s counterpoint.  Counterpoint is the 

interplay of voices.  It differs from harmony that ac-

companies a single line in this important way.  A tune 

can make sense on its own—unaccompanied or ac-

companied with supporting harmony.  Counterpoint 

may also have themes that make some sense on 

their own, but the real interest is in the interplay.  I’m 

not suggesting that you play fugues all the time.  

What I mean is that in your contribution to the wor-

ship service—to “increase the aesthetic and religious 

experiences” of your people—don’t neglect to en-

gage in musical dialogue with the congregation’s 

song, leading it, of course, but also commenting on 

it, providing counterpoint’s interplay with alternative 

harmonizations and service music based on the 

hymns being sung at a given service.  The author of 

Colossians talks both about “binding everything to-

gether and completing the whole” through mutual 

love (that’s the accompanying harmony) and 

“teaching and instructing one another with all the wis-

dom it gives you” (that’s the counterpoint).  “With 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing from the 

heart in gratitude to God.”  (Col. 3:14, 16) 

 

MEMEBERSHIP REPORT 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter has 30 paid 
members for 2015-2016.  Broken down our 
membership looks like this: 

 Regular Members 10 

 Special Members 11 

 Partner Members   2 

 Chapter Friends   4 

 Duel Members    1 

 Student Members   2 

 TOTAL  30 

ONCARD REPORT 

I would like to thank each of you for not only             
being prompt with your renewals this year, but 
for making your second year using ONCARD a 
total success.   As your administrator for the re-
newal process, I couldn’t be more pleased.  
Please know that it’s NOT too late to bring in 
new members.  Let’s make a goal to grow the 
chapter by two new members by the first of the 
year.  Ready—Set—GROW!  We can do this! 

DIRECTORY UPDATE 

ALL directories have now been delivered!  
Thank you to those who helped me. 

THANK YOU! 

During our renewal period many of you added 
extra dollars onto your membership amount.  
Thanks to you, we now have $104 more in the 
Young Artist Fund and $24 more in our Irene 
Kolkema Scholarship Fund.  

    ~ Juanita R. Joiner 
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 OCTOBER PROGRAM 

The Boys Choir  from Mainz, Germany 

October 22, 2015                                                                                                                                                                             
7:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                   

First Congregational Church UCC                                                                                                                      

1201 Jefferson Street 

This concert is free and all are welcome!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER PROGRAM 

 

 

CENTRAL UMC                                
VESPER SERIES 

“Frédéric Blanc, organist”                                                                                                                                
November 15, 2015                                                                                                                                              

3 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                       
Central United Me“Frédéric 

Blanc, organist”                                                                                                                                
November 15, 2015                                                                                                                                              

3 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                       
Central United Methodist 

Church                                                                                                                                      

1011 Second Street 

This concert is free AND  

open to the public!  

 

MASTERCLASS                                       
with                                                             

“Frédéric Blanc, organist”                                                                                                                                
November 14, 2015                                           

10:00 a.m. to 12 p.m.                                     
Central United Methodist Church                                                                                                                                      

1011 Second Street 

This Masterclass is free and 

open to the public!                                 

 



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

October 22, 2015 


