
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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Guild o f  Organists  

October 2016 

From the Dean  
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
It has been a refreshing month of cool autumn air, profes-
sional meetings and inspiring concerts! Thank you to            
Melody Walden and Bishop Wayne Fuller for hosting our 
first meeting of the year. The dinner was beautifully pre-
sented in the church recreation area by members of the 
North Muskegon LDS Church. Thank you to Chef Lisa 

Harrison and your wonderful helpers: Christina Nelson, Sarah Wilson and                 
Sharlene Hassler for creating such a tasty and beautiful fall meal for our mem-
bers to enjoy. Following dinner, Bishop Wayne led our members in a short ser-
vice of installation and shared his thoughts on the importance of music in the 
church; this was followed by members sharing anthems and organ works they 
personally liked. You will find a list of those pieces presented on page 4 of the 
newsletter. It was an evening of community and music. Melody has given us 
permission to print our final hymn of the evening:  “Each Life That Touches Ours 
for Good".  This song was the perfect ending for our perfect evening with each of 
our dear AGO friends and colleagues that share the same love for church music.  
 
Richard Hoogterp and I attended the 2016 Michigan Deans’ AGO State Meeting 
in Grand Rapids on September 24 at Basilica of Saint Adalbert. Karl Bruhn, our 
Great Lakes Regional Councilor led the meeting, sharing his experiences of the 
last year from POE’s to the National Convention in Houston to his own local 
chapter. Those of us around the table presented our upcoming seasons and             
discussed the challenges and successes of our individual chapters.  

The topic of community continues to inspire me professionally. For our Septem-
ber meeting, we experienced the gift of camaraderie at our own chapter event. 
Richard and I were able to share and receive encouragement during the State 
meeting last weekend.  On October 9, we can all attend a recital presented by 
our first young artist of the season, Chase Loomer.  

Please, join me again this month in celebrating our outstanding community of 
musicians by attending a live performance.  

 
Sincerely,                                                                                                                        

Maryanne Beery 

Maryanne Beery, Dean                                  
616-844-0317                                                       
E-mail:  mbeery@fpgh.org      
                 
Richard Hoogterp, Sub-Dean                                  
231-755—0141                                                       
E-mail:  RichardHoogterp@gmail.com 
 
Juanita Joiner, Editor                               
231-722-3689                                                                   
E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 
 
Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   
www.mlago.org 
 
Facebook:                                                                                          
Muskegon Lakeshore AGO 
 

“Music is a higher revelation than all wisdom and philosophy.                                                    

Music is the electrical soil in which the spirit lives, thinks and invents.”                                                 

~ Ludwig van Beethoven ~ 



Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2016-2017 

October 9, 2016                                                 
“Young Artist Concert—Chase Loomer”                                    

3 PM                                                                                    

Central United Methodist Church                            

November 6, 2016                                                        
“Peter Kurdziel’s DMA Project—Sborgi 

Concerto—Organ and String Orchestra  

3 PM and 4 PM Performance                                   

Reception will be held between performances                                                                    

First Congregational Church                                   

January 6, 2017                                                
“Winter Social”                                                               

Shane Arkel’s Home 

February 18, 2017                                             
“Ringing In The Round”                                                                                           

First Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                 

March 12, 2017                                                              
“Young Artist’s Recital—Amanda Mole”                                

4 PM                                                                                   

First Presbyterian Grand Haven 

April 9, 2017                                                        
“In Memoriam—Members’ Recital”                                                        

3 PM                                                                                      

First Congregational Church 

May 7, 2017                                                                          
“Hymn Festival with Bob Batastini”                      

4 PM                                                                                         

Prince of Peace Catholic Church  

Financial Report                                          
As of September 30, 2016                                    

General Fund                                                    

$1,363.08 

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,359.51                                                                      

Young Artist Fund                              

$693.00 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer                   

Report created a day early for this publication. 
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Holland AGO Chapter 

October 28, 2016                                                            

“Donia Organ Recital”—Part of the 60th An-
niversary of Vienna Summer School Celebration.                                                          
3 PM                                                                                    

Hope College Dimnent Chapel 

Grand Rapids  AGO Chapter  

October 18, 2016                                                    

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing:  One 

Lord, One Faith, One Baptism”  Hymn                   
Festival featuring Emily Brink, Bob Batastini and                     

Peter Kurdziel                                                                                

Basilica of Saint Adalbert                                             

4 PM      

October 19, 2016                                                    

“Hymnody for a 21st Century Church:  

Familiar Tunes and New Texts—                             

Bob Batastini                                                                                   

Basilica of Saint Adalbert                                                 

8 PM                 

First Presbyterian Church  

October 16, 2016                                                   

“Brandon and Rich Ridenour”  Piano       

First Presbyterian Church—Grand Haven                            

4 PM 

Feeding the Soul of the City 

October 25, 2016                                                      

“Gregory Maytan”, violin  (all Bach)                         
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church—Muskegon     

12:15-12:45 PM 

 

VERY IMPORTANT READ!!    

I have reprinted an article from your October 

TAO on page 5.  It is important that you 

read and understand what is happening in 

AGO.  More information will be passed on in 

the near future.  As the article suggests, you 

are encouraged to respond personally to this 

article...Floyd Farmer was more than willing 

to share his concerns with us in his letter             

being sent to National.    Juanita Joiner 
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Chase Loomer 

Chase Loomer is a junior at the Eastman School of Music in 
Rochester, NY, where he studies organ performance with 
David Higgs. A native of Charlotte, NC, Chase was awarded 
first prize in the AGO/Quimby Southeast Regional Competi-
tion for Young Organists and has been a prizewinner at sev-
eral other competitions throughout the southeast, including 
the Columbia and Winston-Salem AGO competitions. Chase 
was also the winner of the Sarasota-Manatee AGO Chapter 
Competition. In high school, he was a five time Stigall Schol-
arship recipient. Chase has served as the interim organist at 
Centre Presbyterian Church in Mooresville, NC and as a                       
VanDelinder Fellow at Christ Church in Rochester, NY, 
where he was awarded the inaugural Casparini Prize for ex-
cellence in organ performance.                              

Currently, he is the Assistant Organist at Bethany                       
Presbyterian Church in Greece, NY. Chase was recently                 
featured in the Rising Star series at the 2016 AGO                  
National Convention in Houston, and he attended the 2016 
OHS convention as an E. Power Biggs Fellow. His previous 
organ teachers include Dr. Patrick Scott and Dr. Katie Ann 
McCarty, and he studied piano with Dr. Dylan Savage and 
the late Dr. Ruskin Cooper. Chase also has an interest in 
jazz piano and was a member of one of the Eastman jazz 
ensembles. As a singer, Chase was selected for NC Gover-
nor’s School in 2012 and currently sings in the Eastman    
Repertory Singers and Christ Church Schola Cantorum. 
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THE 2017 GREAT LAKES REGIONAL CONVENTION 

WILL BE HELD IN YOUNGSTOWN, OH  

JULY 2-5, 2017 
 

My name is Adam Zagotti and I am the coordinator of our next Great Lakes                       
Regional Convention in Youngstown, Ohio! We have quite a fantastic line-
up of artists, organs, and workshops as well as some spectacular meals and 
other fun things planned for you!  

 

We hope that every chapter in our region will have representation at our convention. We have set the early 
registration fee, which will begin on January 1, 2017 at $275.00. We thought this was a very reasonable fee 
and that would be attractive to many people. We will stay at the beautiful and newly expanded and remod-
eled Holiday Inn in Boardman, Ohio a suburb just south of downtown. The hotel room rate is $129.00 per 
night with free parking and many free amenities. http://holidayinnboardman.com/ 
 

We will also feed you breakfast each day, and two dinners are being underwritten for you as well! We have 
one of the finest chef's in Ohio cooking dinner for you twice during the convention! 
 

We hope everyone will find our social media page on Facebook as well as our convention                                      
website: www.agoyoungstown.com  There you can find links to artists, view convention instruments etc 
 

We hope to see everyone in Youngstown in 2017! 
 
Adam Zagotti 
Convention Coordinator 

MUSIC SHARED AT OUR SEPTEMBER MEETING 

A huge thank you to the members who shared their music ideas for organ and choir with us at our                             
September meeting.  You will find the information printed below along with the person who presented it.                 
I’m sure they would be more than willing to answer any questions you may have. 

ORGAN MUSIC 

Marriage compiled by Augsburg Organ Library.  Shared by Caron Farmer 

Two Trumpet Voluntaries for Organ by William Rowan Seahawks Publishing Co.                                                 
Shared by Susan Tindall 

Three Lyric Solos for Organ by Raymond Haan—Morningstar Publications.  Shared by Richard Hoogterp 

CHORAL MUSIC 

Rain Came Down (SATB) by Shawn Kirchner—Santa Barbara Music Publishing.                                                       
Shared by Maryanne Beery                                      

To Everything There Is a Season (SATB) by Ed Harris—Hinshaw Music Inc. Shared by Richard Hoogterp. 

The Lord’s Prayer (SATB) by Steven C. Warner—World Library Publications.  Shared by Eileen Hoogterp. 
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September 29, 2016 

 

Mr. James Thomashower, Executive Director                                                                                                                        
American Guild of Organists                                                                                                                                                                                           
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1260                                                                                                                                                                                          
New York, NY 10115 

Re: FTC dispute 

 

Dear Mr. Thomashower: 

In response to your report contained in the October issue of The American Organist I would first say that the 
entire matter seems to be a solution in search of a problem.  Having been a part of and involved with the 
AGO for over forty years I have never encountered a situation that remotely resembled a violation of the anti-
trust laws, but then again, I live in that part of the country west of the Hudson River which as people from New 
York know is essentially a vast wasteland.  In the few cases with which I am familiar, where organists have 
been treated unfairly by their employers, the AGO did nothing to assist in rectifying the situation and in cases 
where AGO members have acted unethically against their fellow members the Guild has ignored the offense 
without reprimanding or otherwise sanctioning the offending member.  To say that the Guild is acting in re-
straint of trade is an assertion ludicrous on its face. 

 

With regard to the recommended employment agreements and salary guidelines, I know of very few organists 
who have any written contract at all, much less one as extensive and comprehensive as that which has been 
provided by the Guild.  As for the salary guidelines, I cannot recall the last time I saw any AGO members 
manning the picket line outside a church because it was not paying guideline scale.  Most of the church musi-
cians I know struggle to make as much money as burger flippers at the local fast food joints. 

 

I totally disagree with the last paragraph of your column.  I don’t know what the situation is back in the settled 
and civilized New England area, but out here in the wilds of West Michigan we have considerable difficulty 
attracting members to the Guild.  To say that “what doesn’t kill us will make us stronger” would seem to fly in 
the face of what I have seen to be reality.  Without  the weight of the AGO to suggest ethical conduct, fair 
working conditions, and reasonable compensation, the attraction for church musicians to join the Guild is only 
further diminished. 

 

The Guild can do what it will as far as the FTC is concerned, but I know what I am going to continue to do on 
behalf of my colleagues and clients. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Floyd Farmer, M.Mus., J.D. 

Past Dean                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter 
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A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

October 9, 2016 


