
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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Dear AGO Members: 

Our first meeting will be Friday, September 11, at The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  We will begin 
with a dinner prepared by Lisa Harrison and hosted by 
Melody Walden, followed by our installation service lead 
by our chaplain the Rev. Kenneth Michnay.  Details about 
this event are elsewhere in this newsletter. 

The Board has spent quite a bit of time in planning the programs for this 
year.  We are privileged to have experts in organ pedagogy to present programs 
for us, namely Frederic Blanc and Huw Lewis.  Janet VanValey, an expert in 
handbells and handbell ringing will be with us as well.  We hope that you will 
participate in these programs and that you will find them to be of benefit to you 
in your positions in church music.   

I would like to thank the parishes represented in our chapter for their willingness 
to let the Guild use the church facilities to present programs, and also the gener-
osity shown to us through collaborative presentations.  Without the venues that 
we use, with little cost to us, our programs would definitely be hampered. 

On a somewhat different note, as church musicians we all need to support one 
another by being advocates for the profession that we love.  I’m sure all of us 
want our churches to grow and toward that end it is our responsibility to provide 
quality music to the best of our abilities.  If your church is fortunate enough to 
also have good preaching, so much the better.  Among the goals of the AGO is 
the promotion of good church music and fair working conditions.  We should all 
be working together toward these ends. 

Finally, I have to let all of you know that our chapter was recognized several 
times at the Regional Convention for our promotion of events and for our great 
members’ booklet.  Carl Bruhn sang our praises several times.  We owe Juanita 
Joiner a big thank you for her great work on this! 

I hope to see all of you on Friday, the 11th for a time of fellowship, good eating 
and worship.  

Sincerely, 

Caron Farmer 
 

 

 

Caron Farmer, Dean                                                    

231-726-6098                                           

caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 

Maryanne Beery, Sub-Dean                                  

616-844-0317                                                       

mbeery@fpgh.org                      

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 

 

Facebook:                                                                                          

Muskegon Lakeshore AGO 

 



Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2015-2016 Events  

September 11, 2015 (Friday)                                                           

“Installation of Officers—Dinner”                                                         

6:30 p.m. Dinner — 7:30 p.m. Installation                                                                    
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

October 22, 2015 (Thursday)                                                   

“Boy Choir of Mainz Cathedral”                           

7 p.m.                                                                                       

First Congregational Church                             

November 14, 2015 (Saturday)                                              

“Masterclass with Frédéric Blanc                       

10 a.m. to 12 p.m.                                                                 

Central United Methodist Church 

November 15, 2015 (Sunday)                                                             

“Frédéric Blanc, organist”                                      

3 p.m.                                                                             

Central United Methodist Church 

January 8, 2016                                                    

“Winter Social”                                                                

6:30 p.m.                                                                      

Home of Shane Arkels 

February 27, 2016 (Saturday)                                              

“Handbell Workshop” with                                     

Janet Van Valey                                                            

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.                                                              

Forest Park Covenant    

March 6, 2016 (Sunday)                                                                 

“Young Artist:  Madeleine Woodworth”                                   

4 p.m.                                                                                     

First Presbyterian Grand Haven 

April 15, 2016  (Friday)                                                       

“Practicing: the lesser of two                                                      

taxing realities!” with Huw Lewis                                                                                                               

7 p.m.                                                                                            

Samuel Lutheran Church 

May 13, 2016 (Sunday)                                                                          

“Members’ Recital”                                                             

3 p.m.                                                                               

First Congregational Church 

June TBA—End of Year dinner 

Financial Report                                          
As of August 31, 2015                                                                                     

General Fund                                                           

$931.68                           

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,345.51 

Young Artist Fund                              

$859.00 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer 
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Feeding the Soul of the City                        
2015-2016  

All performances are held                         

Tuesdays from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m.              

unless otherwise noted. 

September 22, 2015                     

 John Mock — “Celtic/New England/ 

 Maritime Music” 

October 20, 2015      

 “Cathedral of Mainz Boys Choir” 

November 24, 2015                  

 “The Jones-Lukan Duo”, Trumpet & Piano 

December 11, 2015 at 7 p.m.                                          
 “The Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys” 

December 15, 2015     

 “Christmas at the Organ”                             

 Peter Kurdziel 

February 23, 2016      

 “AnDro” — Celtic/World Music 

March 22, 2016                                                      

  “Quintessence Woodwind Quintet” 

April 26, 2016                                                                                 

 “Arthur Campbell and Helen Marlais”    

 Clarinet and Piano 

May 24, 2016        

  “The Hildegard Singers”                                         

  Medieval Music 

June 7, 2016       

 “GVSU Steel Drum Ensemble” 
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How Are Your Hymns? 

by Floyd Farmer 

There is an excellent column in the August issue of The American Organist by our National Chaplin, Don E. 
Saliers, addressing Robert Shaw’s views on worship and art.  I won’t repeat what Chaplin Saliers has said 
so well, but you might want to re-read what was written there.  I would only add what Shaw has said about 
“quality” in music and performance.  “Only the music of the highest intellectual and emotional quality is 
worth the time, money and effort of presentation.  Actually, only music of this quality is of interest; only this 
music makes any contribution to community and individual life.  It is possible, and only possible, within a 
framework of excellence to find variety.  There is no variety in mediocrity.” 

In that vein I recently read two books relative to hymnody and congregational singing.  The first was Praying 
Twice: The Music and Words of Congregational Song by Brian Wren.  The other was Melodious Accord: 
Good Singing in Church by Alice Parker.  The Wren book is a rather comprehensive (422 pages) look at the 
history, structure, and use of hymns, and would be a suitable textbook for a semester course in college or 
seminary.  As a pastor, theologian, teacher, and writer of hymns (texts, not tunes) himself, the author makes 
a number of points worth noting. 

 Microphones.  “The amplified voice overwhelms the communal voice and discourages the participa-
tion that was sought.”  In other words, mics are counter-productive. 

 Use of music.   “Because it is time art, worship music and congregational song should do something 
meaningful, something that makes a difference.”  [i.e. Music should not just “kill time” or provide a “walking 
around” backdrop.]  “When choosing [music] for worship it is not enough to ask, ‘Will it be enjoyed?’  One 
must also ask, ‘In what context, to what end, and with what relevance to what precedes and follows it?’ 

 Music and texts.  “[G]ood music can make average words fly, or lift words better off grounded.  It 
makes our best words soar, and stores them in memory.” 

 Hymn selection.  Wren has a forty-one point summary of his thoughts on encouraging people to 
sing.  Items 35 and 36 are particularly noteworthy.  “(35) Choose tunes within a range both low and high 
voices can sing.  (36)  Begin worship with songs of medium pitch.”  Have your or your clergyperson ever 
thought of that? 

 Texts.  “[A] good congregational song lyric is devout, just, frugal, beautiful, communal, purposeful, 
and musical.  …  A good hymn lyric has flow and direction, and keeps its quality as it unfolds.  An out-
standing lyric may even ‘mend in length,’ as [George] Herbert puts it, meaning that it improves as it goes 
on.  …  [A]s composer Carl Schalk pithily puts it, piety is no substitute for crafting.” 

In concluding his book Wren’s message is this: “To word-conscious worriers - Lighten up!  And to music-
loving musicians - Listen up! And above all, sing when the Spirit says sing!” 

Alice Parker is known to everyone who has ever sung in a choir.  (If as a chorister you did not sing at least 
one Shaw/Parker arrangement I shudder to think of what your choir and its director must have been.)  Alice, 
now in her ninetieth year, continues to conduct workshops that stress the importance of participatory music, 
i.e. communal singing.  Unlike the Wren book referenced above, Alice’s book can be consumed and fairly 
digested within an hour, which is not to say it is fluff without substance.  To the contrary, it is cogent, 
pointed, and applicable to most practicing church musicians.  Some of the more salient points follow. 

“We need to rethink our training as church leaders, with the first priority given to raising expectations about 
congregational singing.  The congregational voice is the heart of all church music.  It can and should be 
beautiful, meaningful,, musical, full of the Spirit, responsive both to text and tune, and magnetic in drawing 
together all who hear.” 

Most if not all of us have experienced the situation where everyone thinks he or she is an expert, or at least 
is entitled to an opinion.  This is patently wrong; not everyone is entitled to an opinion.  As Alice points out, 
“The situation in many churches where it is counted democratic to let anyone influence the music program 
is absurdity.  We don’t let the church plumbing or counseling be handled by people with no experience in 
the field.  Why should music be different?”   
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Continued from page 3 

For the keyboard player Alice has this to say.  “[T]oo few [accompanists] are possessed of the genius that 
stimulates singing, gives effective cues to the voices, supports and encourages without overpowering.  The 
effective accompanist must be composer, conductor, arranger, orchestrator and singer all in 
one.”  [Emphasis added.] 

Alice is not unaware or indifferent to the challenges that are faced by musicians in the church music 
world.  “Professional integrity in the arts often seems not to count in our churches.  Some musicians are for-
tunate enough to be in communities that share their values, but others are hounded almost beyond belief by 
people who should know better.” 

And here is the bottom line.  “Pastors are the heads of individual parishes.  Their attitudes toward music will 
set the tone for the whole body.  If they love to sing, so will the congregation.  If they regard music as an ‘aid 
to worship,’ something to fill the spaces between the words, then the congregation gets an inescapable sig-
nal that music is not important, and even the best musicians become discouraged.” 

So, what do we do if we work for ignorant, incompetent, and/or indifferent clergy?  That’s a column and dis-
cussion for another day. 

© Floyd Farmer, 2015 

 

DIRECTORY 

Your 2015-2016                                                     
Muskegon-Lakeshore Directory                    

will be handed out at our                                      

September 11th Meeting! 

As always, if you can deliver one to a member  
who might not be attending, I would really               

appreciate your help.   

Thank you for updating your information                   
so our directory is accurate. 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Installation Service 

 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2015 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints                            

1725 W. Giles Road 

Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

Installation Service 7:30 p.m. 

R.S.V.P. by September 4                                                               
Melody Walden 231-744-5600 or WaldenM@monashores.net 

Cost:  $10 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

The membership total for the 2015-2016                                        

year stands at 30.  

Our entire membership from 2014-2015 renewed!             
We gained one new student member—                            

Meggie Snyder.   

Meggie received a scholarship to attend a POE 
this summer and studied with Karl Bruhn.                    

She is an organ student of Rob Hlebinsky. 

Please spread the word about AGO…                              

new members are always welcome! 



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

September 11, 2015 


