
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 

A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                   
Guild of  Organists  

November 2012 

From the Dean—Thomas Clark 
 

 

October came and went with beautiful colors and cool 

breezes. Our guilds double header in October was more of a 

success then the Tigers winning the series. Pedals, Pipes and 

Pizza brought 13 students of all ages together on a cold and 

very rainy Saturday morning. Jackie Fisher’s introduction to 

the pipe organ was informative, entertaining and fun. Jackie 

engaged all students with her excellent approach to the in-

strument. Many guild members also enjoyed the event and pizza.  
 

Tom Treny’s performance the following day was another home run. First               

Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven co-hosted this exciting event. Treny’s                       

improvisation on familiar tunes was the highlight of the evening. Thank you to                

Maryanne Beery for hosting this fine concert. 

 

This time of year there are many reasons to reflect and gives thanks for all  

blessings. We all realize that times of late we have been bombarded with               

political view points, election projections, choir rehearsals and stewardship             

campaigns. There is a lot happening and much to prepare. Thanksgiving is               

coming with Advent and Christmas quickly following in hot pursuit. Dare I 

mention New Year’s Eve followed by Epiphany! Encourage each other to stay 

the course and remain focused. December will be here before we know it!  

 

A Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving to all  

In Music,                                                                                                                           

Thomas Clark 

 

Tom Clark, Dean                                                    

231-747-7121                                           

solee_lee@hotmail.com 

 

Richard Hoogterp, Sub-Dean                                  

231-755-0141                                                         

RichardHoogterp@gmail.com                         

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 

“All good gifts around us are 

sent from heaven above; then 

thank the Lord, O thank the Lord                               

for all his Love.”  



Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter 

Events  

November 12, 2012 (Monday)                                            
”Open Board Meeting for Membership”                                           

4:00 PM                                                                                                

First Congregational Church—Muskegon                                                                  

December—No Scheduled Meeting 

January 11, 2013 (Friday)                                                                                                                    
“Winter Social and Membership Meeting”                                    

6:30 PM                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Home of Tom and Solee Clark                                                                                                          

February 24, 2013 (Sunday)                                                                                           
“In Memoriam:  A Members’ Recital”                                        

3:00 PM                                                                                               

Samuel Lutheran Church —Muskegon                                                                                    

March 11, 2013 (Monday)                                                                                                                   
“Young Artist Series:  David Jonies,                 

Organist”                                                                           

7:00 PM                                                                                    

St Paul’s Episcopal Church — Muskegon                                                            

May 4, 2013 (Saturday)                                                                                                     
“Handbell Workshop” with Stephanie 

Wiltse                                                                                

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM                                                                                                                               

“Embellish Handbell Concert”                                                          

7:00 PM                                                                                                 

Central United Methodist Church—Muskegon 

Please join us for each event! 

Grand Rapids Chapter Events 

 

November 7, 2012 (Wednesday)                                  
“Pipelines with 4th graders” 

December—No Scheduled Meeting    

January 20, 2013 (Sunday)                                                   

“Member Recital”                                                                            

The Cathedral of St. Andrew 

March 18, 2013 (Monday)                                             
“AGO/Quimby Regional Competition for 

Young Organists” 

April 14, 2013 (Sunday)                                      
“Young Organists Concert”                                                  

Central Reformed Church 

May 20, 2013 (Monday)                                        
“Choral Workshop”                                                    

with Anton Armstrong”                                                                        

Trinity United Methodist Church 

For more detailed information go to:  

http://www.grago.org                                                     

 

Holland Chapter Events 

November 18, 2012 (Sunday)                                                                         

“Rietberg Concert”                                                       

Lynton Powell, organ                                                         

3:00 PM                                                                              

Third Reformed Church 

December 2, 2012 (Sunday)  
“Annual Advent Program”  Rick VanOss  

First Reformed Church 

December 9, 2012 (Sunday)   
“Advent Program” Rhonda Edginton   

Hope Reformed Church 

December 16, 2012 (Sunday)              

“Advent Recital” David Schout                       

Hope Reformed Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need to support and attend events in 

Grand Rapids and Holland when possible. 
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“FEEDING THE SOUL OF THE CITY CONCERTS”                                                                                                 

2012 — 2013 Season                                                                                                                                        

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                                                                                               

Muskegon, MI 

November 27, 2012     Amor Musicae ,baroque trio  

December 11, 2012   Caron Farmer, Christmas at the organ 

January 22, 2013               Folias Music—3 guitars and flute-tango arrangements 

February 26, 2013               Cantate—GVSU acapella ensemble 

March 26, 2013                         Hildegaard Singers—Songs of the Abbey 

April 23, 2013                             Western Michigan University Brass Quintet 

May 14, 2013                                 Grand Rapids Ballet—Ensemble from Romeo and Juliet 

Concerts are held from 12:15-12:45pm unless noted otherwise in a concert description. These 

free concerts are very well attended and everyone is welcome whether or not you are a member 

of St. Paul's. Seating is limited so plan to arrive early.   

Concertgoers are invited to bring a lunch to eat during the concert. Alternatively boxed lunches 

are available for purchase in the Guild Hall, 30 minutes prior to concert start times for $5.  

For more detailed information go to:  http://stpaulsmuskegon.org/index.shtml 

 

Editor’s Note:  Juanita Joiner 

I am happy to say that our Website is now updated for you and the Internet World.  You will now be able to 

find everything at your fingertips.  The page tabs at the top will lead you to information you may want to read 

or need.  If you tell a friend about our chapter you can send them to our site.  All the National information 

about AGO is there and our Membership Form is also there.  Need to put your hands on a past newsletter?  

You’ll find all of our newsletter under the “Newsletter” tab.  In the center of the home page you will find 

“Posts”.  Since we are using WordPress this feature is available.   I will add news posts from time to time so 

you need to keep using our page.  You can find us at: www.mlago.org   I still plan to add pictures and infor-

mation about the organs in Muskegon.  This information will serve as a source for subs and guest organists 

that come to our area.  Please check your information at the following site: 

http://database.organsociety.org/OrganSearch.php?searchtype=1 and let me know that it is correct.                                                                                              

I want to thank Caron for doing one of her assignments from our last newsletter...she has submitted an article 

for you and I’ve published that on page 6.  I know you will enjoy the article that I received from the Grand 

Rapids Chapter.  As organists, one of our worries has always been if the future generation will be interested 

and willing to take over our job when we slide off the bench for the last time.  I think educating the young 

with programs like PPP is one of the ways to “hook” the kids.  When I was still a church organist I always in-

vited children and young people up to the organ to “explore”.  They were fascinated!  A small piano piece 

played by one of these kids on the organ pleased everyone and served as a treat from time to time.  I know 

others have done the same.  It’s good PR and like it or not, we all need to take ownership in turning the next 

generation on to the “king of instruments”.  Our Chapter is taking education very seriously...are you?  
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ARTICLE OF INTEREST 
 

The Grand Rapids Chapter forwarded this article to their chapter members and I thought our chapter members 

would also enjoy reading it. 

 

Here is a story from the Augusta Chronicle in Augusta Georgia: 
 

An unusual thing is happening among young musicians, said Brad Cunning-

ham, the organist at Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church in Augusta. 
 

The pipe organ is, dare he say it, “almost trendy.” 
 

No, really, Cunningham said. He has proof. 
 

His instrument of choice is enjoying a resurgence of popularity in younger 

generations. 
 

Cunningham himself teaches lessons to local high school students on Reid’s 

3,000-pipe Schantz-built organ. 
 

Students at John S. Davidson Fine Arts Magnet School helped install a pipe organ in one of the practice rooms 

this summer. 
 

Augusta State University now has four organ students studying with Jim Nord, Cunningham said. 
 

And perhaps most exciting, the young organists are looking forward to an upcoming concert with Christopher 

Houlihan, hailed as one of America’s premiere young organists, and a bright star lighting the path for countless 

other young musicians embracing the organ. 
 

Houlihan, 25, will present a concert at Reid on Thursday. 
 

The front row seats won’t be pews, but bean bags. They’re meant for children ages 8 to 12, who will be al-

lowed to sit just feet from the organ for a better view of Houlihan’s footwork. 
 

“What cooler instrument is there, with all of the sounds and pedals?” Houlihan said by phone this week. 
 

The concert is part of the Schaeffer Organ Concert Series, named for John Gerhardt Schaeffer, a former Reid 

organist and Augusta State University music professor. 
 

Four years ago, Houlihan was just starting his senior year of college. 
 

He recorded his first two CDs while still in college, prompting classmates to form the “Houli Fans.” The fan 

group, which has its own Facebook page, not only claps at concerts, but cheers. 
 

This past summer, Houlihan attracted national attention by performing the six organ symphonies of Louis 

Vierne in marathon sessions in six cities across the U.S. 
 

He’ll play one in Augusta on Thursday. 
 

“It’s a whole symphony for solo organ,” he said. “I’ve got a whole symphony under my fingertips.” 

The diversity of sounds that come out of an organ fascinate kids, he said. 
 

“It’s so colorful and exciting and really explores all of the sounds an organ has,” he said. “It’s loud and fright-

ening, delicate, sensual, exotic and everything in between.” 
 

Houlihan first discov 
 

Grovetown High School student Nick Lowery picked up the organ two years ago, at 15. 

ered the organ in church as a child. 
 

“The sound of it could just rip your face off,” he said. 
 

Needless to say, Houlihan was impressed. He started lessons at age 12 with John Rose and went on to study at 

Trinity College in Connecticut and The Juilliard School in New York.                               Continued on page 5 



Continued from page 4 
 

The now 17-year-old studies with Cunningham. 
 

“One of the different things that has fascinated me is all the different sounds you can get out of it,” he said. 
 

Nate Thompson agreed. 
 

“It’s pretty cool,” said Thompson, a 14-year-old freshman at Davidson. 
 

Both say they’re planning to attend Houlihan’s performance in Augusta. 
 

“Old is new,” Cunningham said. “Young people are returning to the organ.” 
 

He thinks he might be able to explain it. 
 

“In the mid-1970s, we had a moment in the American church,” he said. Worship took a turn toward contempo-

rary, and now there’s an entire generation of kids who have grown up without organ music. 
 

“They’ve never heard anything like this before,” Cunningham said. “It’s a different kind of instrument.” 
 

Organists such as Houlihan help their cause. 
 

“He’s a great representative for the organ,” he said. “He gets rid of the rules. He’s doing things differently. 

He’s going, ‘Why not have fun with the pipe organ?’  

 

Editor’s Note:  We should be encouraged after reading this article about Brad Cunningham.  Our October 

PPP also proves that there definitely is an interest in the pipe organ in our own immediate area from the 

young to the curious college student and above.  I think you will see more PPP’s happening in the Muske-

gon-Lakeshore chapter.   
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR CHAPLAIN—Rev. Tim Vander Haar 

Dear AGO members,   

This year’s Dean, Tom Clark, has asked me to contribute a column for our newsletter. It’s been suggested be-

fore, and I’ve not gotten around to it because I’ve not been sure what my voice would add. 

A phrase in the Installation of Officers this year caught my attention, however, and I’d like to work with it a 

bit. “We believe,” said the form we used back in September, “that the unity of purpose and fellowship of life 

between Clergy and Musicians should be everywhere established and maintained.” What does that mean, and 

how might we accomplish it? I have some thoughts which I will share from time to time, but more impor-

tantly, I hope to raise some questions which will get us all thinking about the issue and perhaps move us to-

ward being a little more intentional about that establishing and maintaining. 

I know that every situation, every congregation, and every faith tradition experience the relationship of clergy 

and musician a little differently. That’s why your voices are all important in the conversation. I hope to hear 

from some of you. But in the meantime, as you think on the topic a bit, let me say a little bit about my own 

perspective. It has been shaped by the opportunity to work with some musicians whose names most of you 

who’ve been around for a while would recognize – John Wheeler, Bertha Leenstra, and Ann Rogalla Por-

tenga. I think from them I’ve learned a little bit about the delicate relationship between the ministry of the 

word and the ministry of music. And I have the privilege now of serving with Tom and Solee at First Congre-

gational Church. I’m not suggesting we are a model of how it ought to be done, nor that we “get it right” 

more often than many others. But we’re working in that direction as best we can.  

So now, you tell me – who picks the hymns, and who ought to? 

Grace and peace, 
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AGO Certification                                                                                                                                                          

                           By Caron Farmer 

This article is meant as a pep talk for all of you who might be thinking, or have thought about AGO certifica-

tion. As Dick and Eileen Hoogterp can attest, there is nothing like the feeling of accomplishment that one re-

ceives when playing for the CAGO or SPC and successfully passing them. It takes work and commitment, but 

the rewards are great. Taking time from your busy schedule to study areas you haven’t even thought about 

since college days or perhaps never learned is very broadening. 

My suggestion is that you get sample past exams from AGO headquarters and study them for the skills that 

are required. Then, start working on them. My big weakness was transposition. I incorporated transposition as 

a warm up every day. Get a hymnal or a book of Bach chorales and do one every day. I honestly could not 

transpose 10 years ago, and now I can do it at sight. 

The same goes for modulation and sight reading. I am willing to act as a mentor to anyone who is interested. 

Just let me know! 

Using your new skills enhances worship and makes the congregation members glad that they were in church! 

Isn’t this what it’s all about; worship and supporting your congregation in its spiritual life. 

 

Editor’s Note...A link and additional information about AGO Certification has been added to our website.  

It’s only a click away to secure all the information you will need.  Find it at  www.mlago.org    

Westminster Abby Comes to                          

Grand Rapids and Grand Haven 

Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys kicks off 

its fall season with Dr. Martin Neary directing 

three performances in celebration of Queen Eliza-

beth's Diamond Jublilee this past summer.  Music 

of  Royal Jubilee can be heard at: 

 

St Andrew's Cathedral 

Grand Rapids 

Sat/Sun Nov 9, 10 @ 7 pm 

 

St John's Episcopal Church 

Grand Haven 

Sun Nov 11 @ 5 pm  

 

More information about this special event can be 

found on their website:   http://www.grcmb.com/ 

Lessons and Carols 

 

Once again the choir will be singing its traditional 

Service of Lessons and Carols at the following lo-

cations: 

 

Christ Memorial Church 

Holland 

Sun Dec 9 @ 5 pm 

 

St Andrew's Cathedral 

Grand Rapids 

Sat/Sun Dec 14, 15 @ 7 pm 

 

St Paul's Episcopal Church 

Muskegon 

Sun Dec 16 @ 7 pm  

http://www.mlago.org/
http://www.grcmb.com/


Feeding the Soul of the City Concerts 

Tuesday, December 11, 2012 

12:15pm-12:45pm 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Third & Clay 

Downtown Muskegon 

Caron Farmer, AAGO 

Organist 

 

   Toccata on “Adeste Fideles”                                               Ruth Elaine Schram         

                                                                                                                                         (b. 1956) 

   Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645                                               Johann Sebastian Bach

                                                                                                                                                                           (1685-1750)                                

   Personent Hodie                                                          Pamela Decker                              

                                                                                                                                                                                (b. 1955) 

   Variations on “Vom himmel hoch”                                                                      Walter Pelz                            

                                                                                                                                                                                      (b. 1926) 

 1.  Theme 

 2.  Cantabile (Canon at the octave [between the soprano and bass]) 

 3.  Espressivo, quasi chant style 

 4.  Vivace 

 5.  Tranquil          

 6.  Finale, presto 

   Est ist ein Ros’ entsprungen, Op 122, No 8                                          Johannes Brahms                                  

                                                                                                                                                                            (1833-1897) 

   Antioch                                                                Pamela Decker 

   Two Noels                                                                   Denis Bédard   

                                                                                                                                                                                (b. 1950) 

 1. Huron Carol        

 2. Il est né le divin enfant  

If you would like the Editor to send out your December calendar of events, you will need 

to send those to her now.  She plans to send a master list of programs out the first of De-

cember for you to use or share with friends.  

This newsletter should contain information about what is happening musically in all the 

Muskegon area churches.  Now that the Chronicle doesn’t list these, this our way to get 

the word out to the community.  I’ll be watching for your email.   
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November Meeting… “Open Board Meeting for Membership”                                  
Even though you are always welcome at our monthly board meetings, the board is extending a “special”            

invitation to attend the November 12th meeting.  Notice the change from what was posted in your directory.  

Our monthly meeting is held at First Congregational Church at 4:00 PM.  Hope to see you there.  
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A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

October  14, 2012 


