
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 

A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                   
Guild of  Organists  

December 2012 

From the Dean—Thomas Clark 
 

A Happy Advent/Christmas season to you all! This is a very 

special time of year. Who could imagine celebrations of this 

season without organ and choral  music? I certainly could not. 

The month of December finds church musicians extremely 

busy. We do not have a program scheduled; however we have 

assembled a wonderful December Concert Calendar. As we 

journey through Advent, Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, and 

Epiphany, consider all the offerings of the arts community during this time—

Messiah (choral/instrumental), The Nutcracker (dance), A Christmas Carol 

(theatre), and all the many performances which unite us in celebration and wor-

ship. Hopefully, you will have time to attend and enjoy a few of these excellent 

programs given by our colleagues. 

My wish for you is to experience much joy during this holiday season, and that 

it will continue with you throughout the New Year. 

Blessings, 

Tom Clark 

"This is the month, and this the happy morn, wherein the Son of heaven's 

eternal King, of wedded Maid and Virgin Mother born, our great                                    

redemption from above did bring." 

-- John Milton 

 

Tom Clark, Dean                                                    

231-747-7121                                           

solee_lee@hotmail.com 

 

Richard Hoogterp, Sub-Dean                                  

231-755-0141                                                         

RichardHoogterp@gmail.com                         

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 

“Winter Social and Membership Meet-

ing” 

January 11, 2013 

6:30 pm 

Home of Tom and Solee Clark 
 

See page 3 for details 



Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter 

Events  

December—No Scheduled Meeting 

January 11, 2013 (Friday)                                                                                                                    
“Winter Social and Membership Meeting”                                    

6:30 PM                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Home of Tom and Solee Clark                                                                                                          

February 24, 2013 (Sunday)                                                                                           
“In Memoriam:  A Members’ Recital”                                        

3:00 PM                                                                                               

Samuel Lutheran Church —Muskegon                                                                                    

March 11, 2013 (Monday)                                                                                                                   
“Young Artist Series:  David Jonies,                 

Organist”                                                                           

7:00 PM                                                                                    

St Paul’s Episcopal Church — Muskegon                                                            

May 4, 2013 (Saturday)                                                                                                     
“Handbell Workshop” with Stephanie 

Wiltse                                                                                

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM                                                                                                                               

“Embellish Handbell Concert”                                                          

7:00 PM                                                                                                 

Central United Methodist Church—Muskegon 

Please join us for each event! 

Grand Rapids Chapter                   

Events 

December—No Scheduled Meeting    

January 20, 2013 (Sunday)                                                   

“Member Recital”                                                                            

The Cathedral of St. Andrew 

March 18, 2013 (Monday)                                             
“AGO/Quimby Regional Competition for 

Young Organists” 

April 14, 2013 (Sunday)                                      
“Young Organists Concert”                                                  

Central Reformed Church 

May 20, 2013 (Monday)                                        
“Choral Workshop”                                                    

with Anton Armstrong”                                                                        

Trinity United Methodist Church 

For more detailed information go to:  

http://www.grago.org                                                     

 

Holland Chapter Events 

December 2, 2012 (Sunday)  
“Annual Advent Program”  Rick VanOss  

First Reformed Church 

December 9, 2012 (Sunday)   
“Advent Program” Rhonda Edginton   

Hope Reformed Church 

December 16, 2012 (Sunday)              

“Advent Recital” David Schout                       

Hope Reformed Church 
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We need to support and attend events 

in Grand Rapids and Holland                          

when possible. 

Lessons and Carols 

 

Once again the choir will be singing its traditional  

Service of Lessons and Carols                                                         

at the following locations: 

 

Christ Memorial Church 

Holland 

Sun Dec 9 @ 5 pm 

 

St Andrew's Cathedral 

Grand Rapids 

Sat/Sun Dec 14, 15 @ 7 pm 

 

St Paul's Episcopal Church 

Muskegon 

Sun Dec 16 @ 7 pm  



“FEEDING THE SOUL OF THE CITY CONCERTS”                                                                                                 

2012 — 2013 Season                                                                                                                                        

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                                                                                                

December 11, 2012   Caron Farmer, Christmas at the organ 

January 22, 2013               Folias Music—3 guitars and flute-tango arrangements 

February 26, 2013               Cantate—GVSU acapella ensemble 

March 26, 2013                         Hildegaard Singers—Songs of the Abbey 

April 23, 2013                             Western Michigan University Brass Quintet 

May 14, 2013                                 Grand Rapids Ballet—Ensemble from Romeo and Juliet 

Concerts are held from 12:15-12:45pm unless noted otherwise in a concert description. These 

free concerts are very well attended and everyone is welcome whether or not you are a member 

of St. Paul's. Seating is limited so plan to arrive early.   

Concertgoers are invited to bring a lunch to eat during the concert. Alternatively boxed lunches 

are available for purchase in the Guild Hall, 30 minutes prior to concert start times for $5.  

For more detailed information go to:  http://stpaulsmuskegon.org/index.shtml 
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“Winter Social                                                                                          

December 11, 2013                                                                                       

6:30 pm 

Please join your AGO 

Friends and Colleagues 

for a fun evening of good 

food and fellowship.  We are also going to 

hold our annual membership meeting so bring                                                                                                                                                                   

your ideas and suggestions for 2013 ~ 2014.      

Members are being asked to bring some 

yummy food to share and your drink of choice.   

See you soon at the home of Tom and Solee.   

118 Thistle Creek Road.    

 

Take the Pontaluna Rd. exit off US31 

and turn right onto Pontaluna Rd.  

Turn left onto Winter Creek Road and 

at the 1st left, turn onto Thistle Creek 

The story behind Silent Night started way back in 

1816 in Austria when a pastor named Joseph Mohr 

wrote the simple words as a poem. Then, as Destiny 

would have it, two years later on Christmas Eve, the 

organ in Pastor Mohr’s church broke down just be-

fore the Christmas Mass. Determined that the Mass 

should not be without music, Mohr gave the poem 

he had written two years earlier to his organist and 

friend, Fanz Gruber. Gruber immediately composed 

the melody and arranged it for two voices, choir and 

guitar – just in time for the midnight service. 

But that was just the beginning of the impact of that 

simple song. The two writers of the carol thought 

they were simply doing something to get through a 

difficult situation with their church service. But al-

most two hundred years later, Silent Night is still the 

most performed and recorded Christmas song in his-

tory! In fact, there is a wonderful story about the 

song that comes out of World War I. On Christmas 

Eve fighting was actually suspended on many of the 

European fronts while people turned on their radios 

to hear Austrian opera star, Ernestine Schumann 

Heink, sing Stille Nacht. She was not only an inter-

national celebrity, but Ms. Heink was also a mother 

with one son fighting for the German Axis and an-

other son fighting for the Allies. Her rendition of 

this beautiful song had the power to actually bring a 

few moments of peace to a very troubled world!  
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St. Nick Joins MCC Musicians and Singers for Holiday Pops Concert                 

December 9, 2013                                                                                                                                         

3:00 pm                                                                                                                
Central United Methodist Church                                                                                                     

1011 Second Street 

There's a forecast for flurries, family favorites and joyful song on Sunday afternoon, Dec. 9, when the Muskegon Com-

munity College performance ensembles are joined by St. Nick in downtown Muskegon for a fun-filled Happy Holiday 

Pops concert. 

The festive music, which includes classics like “White Christmas” and Handel’s “Halleluiah Chorus,” plus a Christmas 

sing-a-long and much more, begins at 3 p.m. inside Central United Methodist Church, 1011 Second St. The concert and 

the reception that follows are free and open to the public. Santa Claus will make a special visit.  

The concert features the MCC Wind Ensemble conducted by Daniel M. Meyers, the MCC Jazz Ensemble directed by Tim 

Froncek, and the College Singers directed by Thomas Clark and accompanied by Dr. Solee Lee-Clark, with special guest 

performer, contralto Gwenneth Bean. 

For more information, contact the MCC Arts and Humanities Department at (231) 777-0324. 

Editor’s Note— 
 

After including an article about 

the “story behind a well known 

carol, I think I have a suggestion 

for the Muskegon-Lakeshore 

Chapter’s 2013-2014 calendar of 

events.  What about having our 

membership write some original 

Christmas Carols?   

 

As you celebrate Christmas this 

year, let yourself experience and 

feel all the wonder of this Sea-

son….and then, let those feelings 

flow into your songs. Who 

knows? Maybe someday some-

one will be telling the story be-

hind YOUR carol.  

 

On behalf of the board may I 

take this opportunity to wish 

each of you a Very Merry Christ-

mas and a New Year filled with 

joy, happiness and music. 

 

 

 



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

January 11, 2013 


