
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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From the Dean  
 

 

Dear Colleagues and Friends: 

 
The Easter season has arrived and hopefully springtime weather will 

not be too far behind! As we recuperate from the numerous liturgies 

that culminated with the Easter Sunday Celebration, I have taken a moment to reflect on 

the events of last month. 
 

Easter for many means pastel colors, wonderful flowers, of course excellent music at our 

services and special baked goods. Do I hear Easter Bread with hard boiled eggs and ic-

ing? Colorful jelly beans? Peeps? How about a dozen or so brightly colored hard boiled 

eggs? 
 

Easter is more than that. It’s a tradition. Do you know what the word “Easter” really 

means and how the tradition evolved? 

                                  
The English Word East is from the Anglo-Saxon word “Eastre”, a pagan goddess 

whose festivals (called Eastron) were in the spring season. The festival repre-

sented the rising of the sun, new life and a new beginning. Also related are the 

words East, the direction of the rising sun and yeast, a substance which makes 

bread rise. 
 

When Christianity came to northern Europe, the resurrection of the Lord fit into 

the tradition of new life and a rising and hence called “Eastre of Easter” by the 

people. The German word for Easter, Osteren (or Ostern) is also similar in ori-

gin, Ost being East. In most other European languages the word for the Easter 

festival is taken from the name of the Jewish Passover – Pesach in Hebrew; then 

Pascha in Greek and Latin; Pasqua in Italian; Pacques in French; and Pascua in 

Spanish. From this the English Paschal derived, as in the Paschal Lamb. 

 

I think it is important to note that as church musicians we need to understand our history 

as well as our traditions. Your fingertips can bring many of these traditions together as 

one. Through your music you will bring people closer to God. Let your musical voice be 

heard. 
 

“Music is my voice and the Organ my pulpit” Attributed to J.S. Bach 

 

Blessings, 

Tom Clark 

Sources:  Christianity Today and Wikipedia 
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Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter 

Events  

May 4, 2013 (Saturday)                                                                                                     
“Handbell Workshop” with Stephanie 

Wiltse                                                                                

3:00 PM to 5 PM 

                                                                                                                              

“Embellish Handbell Concert”                                                          

7:00 PM                                                                                                 

Central United Methodist Church—Muskegon 

Please join us for this event. 

See pages 3 & 4 for details 

Grand Rapids Chapter                   

Events 

April 14, 2013 (Sunday)                                      
“Young Organists Concert”                                                  

Central Reformed Church 

May 20, 2013 (Monday)                                        
“Choral Workshop”                                                    

with Anton Armstrong”                                                                        

Trinity United Methodist Church 

For more detailed information go to:  

http://www.grago.org                                                     
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“FEEDING THE SOUL OF THE CITY CONCERTS”                                                                                                 

2012 — 2013 Season                                                                                                                                        

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                                                                                                

April 23, 2013                             Western Michigan University Brass Quintet 

May 14, 2013                                 Grand Rapids Ballet—Ensemble from Romeo and Juliet 

Concerts are held from 12:15-12:45pm unless noted otherwise in a concert description. These 

free concerts are very well attended and everyone is welcome whether or not you are a member 

of St. Paul's. Seating is limited so plan to arrive early.   

Concertgoers are invited to bring a lunch to eat during the concert. Alternatively boxed lunches 

are available for purchase in the Guild Hall, 30 minutes prior to concert start times for $5.  

For more detailed information go to:  http://stpaulsmuskegon.org/index.shtml 

REGION V 

SW Michigan Chapter 

Kalamazoo, Mich. 

June 30–July 3, 2013  There’s still time to register! 

www.agokalamazoo.org 

Pease browse the convention website and email info@agokalamazoo.org, if you have                                          
general questions. 

 

Please keep the family of Evelyn Eastman in your prayers.  Evelyn passed 

away on April 2nd, 2013 and her memorial service will be Saturday, April 

13th at 2 PM at St. James Lutheran Church in Montague.  Evelyn was a 

member of our chapter for many years and her daughter, Diane, is still a 

member in our chapter.  May God Bless you Diane and your family during this 

time difficult time.   

http://www.agokalamazoo.org
mailto:info@agokalamazoo.org
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Animals in Music: an organ concert for the young, and young-at-heart 

Rhonda Sider Edgington will be presenting a concert geared towards young people, but with plenty 

of interest for adults as well. 

On the program is a transcription of Prokofiev's Peter and the Wolf, with Eileen Jenkins                      

(well-loved children's librarian at Herrick District Library) as narrator. 

Also Animal Ditties for organ and trumpet by Anthony Plog (Jimmy Leach on trumpet), with                  

poems by Ogden Nash, and selections from the set Animal Parade, written by British composer Iain 

Farrington, who writes in a virtuosic, jazz-influenced style that manages to be both entertaining and complex. 

The concert is Sunday, April 14 at 3:30pm, at Hope Church, located at 77 W. 11th Street, Holland.   

For questions, contact the church office at 616.392.7947. 

Admission is free, all are welcome! 

A                 

MUST             

HEAR! 

 

INVITE 

YOUR 

FRIENDS  

&              

FAMILY 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=rhonda+sider+edgington&qpvt=rhonda+sider+edgington&FORM=IGRE
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Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter:   

Just wanted to thank you 
for your kind invitation to 
perform in Muskegon and 
for the very generous          
hospitality extended to me 

during my stay. 

All the best for an Easter full of blessing. 
David Jonies 
Editor’s Note:  You really missed a “wonderful” program if you 
weren’t there.   

Thank you for 

everything you 

did musically 

during Lent 

and Easter.  

 —GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT:  Handbell Worship for ALL your bell ringers 

WHEN:  May 4, 2013 from 3:00 pm to 5 pm 

WHERE:  Central United Methodist Church 

COST:  $5/ ringer 

R.S.V.P.  On or before Monday, April 29th 

   John Mattson   231-722-6545 or     

   jmattson@muskegoncentralumc.org 

This will be two hours filled with reading “new” bell music 

and learning ringing techniques from Stephanie Wiltse.  



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

May 4, 2013 


