
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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September 2014 

From the Dean  
 

 

Dear AGO members, 

It's truly amazing to me, but another summer is about to draw 

to a close!  As several people have commented to me, "Where 

has the summer gone?"  Wow!  The older I get the faster it 

goes.   

As we enter into another season of music filled activities I 

would like to thank retiring AGO board members Tom Clark, 

Dean; Dick Hoogterp, Sub-dean; Maryanne Beery, Council member; and Jennifer 

Florip, Council member.  On the flip side of that, let's welcome, Maryanne Beery 

as Sub-dean, our new secretary Ron Vanderwest, and Council members Melody 

Walden and John Mattson. 

Our first meeting of the year will be a joint meeting with Holland and Grand             

Rapids chapters in Holland.  The particulars are printed elsewhere in this                      

newsletter.  I hope that you will be able to join your fellow AGO members of    

West Michigan for dinner and an installation service.  The participants in the               

installation service will be Dr. Huw Lewis, David Heinze, Kristen Baron and       

Rhonda Edgington.  David will be our first Young Artist performer for our own 

AGO meeting in October.  You won't want to miss this service! 

The success of our guild, and by extension the success of our own profession and 

church music programs, depends upon the active participation of our members. 

“Many hands make light work.”  I look forward to your support in the months 

ahead.  And to lighten your own work in that regard, why not invite one or two 

persons to join our guild and ask them to give all of us a hand? 

Caron Farmer 

 

Caron Farmer, Dean                                                    

231-726-6098                                           

caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 

Maryanne Beery, Sub-Dean                                  

616-844-0317                                                       

mbeery@fpgh.org                      

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 

“The final aim and reason of all music is nothing other than the 
glorification of God and the refreshment of the spirit.”  

                                                                        ~Johann Sebastian Bach  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/115200.Johann_Sebastian_Bach
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September AGO Meeting                                                                                                                  

“Regional Installation of Officers” 

Monday, September 15, 2014                                                                                                                    

7:30 p.m. 

Optional Meal                                                                   

Semelink Hall at Western Theological Seminary                    

5:30 p.m. Punch Bowl                                                       

6:00 p.m. Dinner 

Pasta Buffet, Grilled Chicken, Salad, Vegetables,                           

Fruit, Bread and Dessert                                                       
(Gluten free option is available upon request.)                                             

Cost:  $15 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Members should 

RSVP to Juanita Joiner no later than September 9.   

722-3689 or jrjoiner@comcast.net 

The service will follow the meal in Diment Chapel.  The 

Installation Service will feature “The West Michigan 

Children’s Choir”.  Organists for the evening will include 

Dr. Huw Lewis, Hope students Aaron Goodyke and 

David Heinze and Holland’s Chapter Dean, Rhonda  

Edginton.  The Rev. Jen Adams of Grace  Episcopal will 

be preaching.  

Looking Back and Looking Forward 

In 1980, Arnold E. Bourziel, the first dean of the 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter, wrote this article 

to celebrate our Chapter’s 20th Anniversary. 

Twenty years ago it was my privilege to become 

the first dean of the newly formed Muskegon-

Lakeshore Chapter of the American Guild of  

Organists, with more than the minimum of fifteen 

organists or choir masters as members. It has 

been gratifying to observe nine successive deans 

continue the activities of this chapter, and we 

now embark upon another decade of Guild             

activities under the leadership of Dean Henry 

Choquette. 

At last count there were 36 organists or choir-

masters on our roll.  One of the first challenges 

facing us in the third decade of our existence 

should be growth in numbers.  We cover an area 

of over 2500 square miles, ranging from Holland 

to Ludington, and from the Michigan Lake to 

Fremont.  Surely there must be more than 36 

church musicians in such an area! 

We are all church musicians, giving of ourselves 

with reverence and humility, working individu-

ally and collectively “for the greater glory of 

God, and for the good of His Holy Church,” as 

set forth in the Guild’s Declaration of Religious 

Principles.  Soli Deo Gloria. 

Arnold...we have the same concerns today.  The 

board is worried about our membership and the 

number of active organists in our area.  But like 

in the past, the Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter 

has a history of not only providing wonderful 

programs but sponsoring young artists and stay-

ing faithful to the Guild.  Like in days gone by, 

our organist are still persevere and continue to 

give of their talents.  To be honest with you, I 

think that will always be the case for church             

organists.  Our numbers didn't grow this year...in 

fact, our membership stands at 28. And you 

know what?  These 28 survived ONCARD.  Not 

one of the people who had to drop out this year 

dropped because of “technology”.  But do you 

know what these people told me?  I will still be 

faithful to A.G.O.  My response?  Thank you! 

Juanita Joiner, Membership 

DOWN MEMORY LANE...You might be wondering where 

I’m getting these articles...I just received a bag full of items 

found in the home of Clarke Manning...treasures indeed.  This 

is a newspaper article from February 1962...One of Nation’s 

Top Organists Coming!  Members of the Muskegon-

Lakeshore Chapter of AGO will present a recital here on              

February 20 by one of the leading young organists of the             

country.  John Huston, who received his first church music        

appointment when he was 19 will come from New York to play 

the recital at Central Methodist Church.  He is a native Texan 

but now holds three positions in New York City.  He is organist 

and director of music at First Presbyterian Church, organist at 

Temple Emanu-El and is a lecturer and teacher at the School of 

Sacred Music, Union Theological Seminary.  

His work is known to George Shirley, organist and choir             

director at Central Methodist Church, who has studied with 

him.  Mr. Shirley says the organist is a vital personality and 

accomplished musician. 

In addition to his concert Thursday night, he will hold an organ 

master class on Friday at First Congregational Church.  The 

instruction will be on service playing and accompanying of               

anthems.  Open to all at a nominal fee. 

Don’t you agree that the Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter 

is/was/and always will be faithful to the purpose of AGO? 
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Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2014– 2015 Events  

September 15, 2014 (Monday)                               

“Service of Installation of Officers”                         

Hope College Diment Chapel—7:30 p.m.                                                                                                                                 

October 19, 2014                                            

“Young Artist Concert:  David Heinze”                                         

4:00 p.m.                                                                    

First Presbyterian Church—GH 

November 7, 2014 (Friday)                                        

“Member’s Meeting/Potluck”                                    

6:00 p.m.                                                                                   

First Congregational Church, UCC  

No December Meeting 

January 9, 2015 (Friday)                                              

“Winter Social”                                                                         

6:30 p.m.                                                                                   

Home of Shane Arkels          

February 22 (Sunday)                                                       

“In Memoriam:  A Members’ Recital”                            

3:00 p.m.                                                                                  

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church         

March 8, 2015 (Sunday)                                            

“Young Artist Series: Abby Rockwood”                                        

3:00 p.m.                                                                          

Central United Methodist Church                                                                                              

April or May                                                 

“Dinner and Evensong”                                                     

TBA                                                                                                                                              

St. John’s Episcopal Church—Grand Haven      

Feeding the Soul of the City Concerts                                                               
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                             

12:15 p.m.—12:45 p.m.                                                                   

2014-2015 

September 9, 2014                                                              

“Sylvia Norris, harpist” 

October 28, 2014                                                                

“Richard Stoelzel”                                                                   

(brass ensemble) 

November 25, 2014                                                                           

“The Hildegard Singers”                                                     

(medieval Christmas music) 

December 9, 2014                                                           

“Christmas at the Organ” with Caron 

Farmer” 

December 14, 2014   “Grand Rapids 

Choir of Men and Boys—Festival of              

Lessons and Carols” 

February 24. 2015                                                                        

“Reeths Puffer Madrigal Singers”                                  

March 24, 2015                                                              

“Pablo Hahave-Veglia”                                                    

(cello and piano) 

April 28, 2015                                                                         

“The Austin-Helle-Richter Trio”                                                                           

(violin, French horn and piano) 

May 26, 2015                                                                           

“Clifford Music Group”                                                                     

(jazz) 

June 9, 2015                                                                     

“Ruth & Max Bloomquist”                                        

(folk and bluegrass) 
Grand Rapids Chapter                          

2014– 2015 Events  

October 20, 2014 (Monday)  

“Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys” 

8:00 p.m.   

Mark’s Episcopal Church 
 

November 28, 2014 (Friday)                                                                                                      

“Young Artist Concert:  Nicholas Quardokus”  

8:00 p.m. 

Mayflower Congregational Church  

November 29, 2014 (Saturday)  

“Workshop for Young Organists with 

Nicholas Quardokus” 

The Four Pieces of Joseph Jongen 

10:30 a.m.  

Mayflower Congregational Church 
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GREAT MUSICAL OPPORTUNITIES TO ATTEND 

August 27, 2014—Final Pillar Church Summer Recital at 12:14 p.m.—Jonathan Tuuk, organist. 

September 8th – 7:30 PM WLP Choral Reading Session 

Music room: Catholic Central High School, Grand Rapids 

Led by Alan Hommerding 

*For choir directors and music and liturgy decision makers. 

Includes complimentary music packet. 

There is no fee, but you must register: www.surveymonkey.com/s/GrandRapids2014STS 

 

September 14, 2014—Caron Farmer, Dean of the Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter, will present a recital in                          

Muskegon at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.  See program below. 

 

September 26, 2014—Rhonda, Dean of the Holland AGO Chapter, will be playing a concert in Kalamazoo, at the             

Cathedral of St. Augustine at 7pm. I'm quite excited about this, because I have the opportunity to play the entire cycle 

Les Corps Glorieux, by Olivier Messiaen. Messiaen is definitely one of the geniuses of organ composition in the 20th 

century, and his works are evocative, profound, and highly original. This specific piece is made up of seven movements, 

and is subtitled, Seven Meditations on Resurrected (or glorified) Bodies. This is obviously an abstract concept, but for 

this performance, there will be another level at which the listener can connect with this music. I will be collaborating 

with a local dance company, the Farrell Ballet Theatre, who will be choreographing and performing an original piece for 

this performance.   Taken from  the Holland  August Newsletter. 

 

A Note About the ONCARD System 
 

We have a few members who have not 

yet paid their dues for this year. If you 

can no longer locate the email renewal 

notice you received or if you didn’t                  

receive one, you can go directly to the 

AGO website to pay. From the home-

page, click the Membership tab, then  

Renew Your Membership. From there 

you will be prompted to log into                        

ONCARD. I would also be willing to 

help you by sending you a hard copy of 

your invoice. 
 

If you have problems, or any questions, 

please contact Juanita Joiner and I will be 

happy to help you through this process. It 

really is very easy, and I’m here to help! 

  

I will start working on the 2014-2015   

Directory very soon so I do need an    

accurate count...if you haven’t already 

contacted me about your renewal, 

PLEASE do that now.  Remember...I 

can assist you. 

 

Thanks...Juanita   

 



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

September 15 , 2014 


