
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 

A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                   
Guild of  Organists  

November 2014 

From the Dean  
 

 

 

Dear AGO members, 

A big thank you to Maranne Beery and First Presbyterian 

Church, Grand Haven for hosting our first Young Artist’s 

concert on Sunday, October 19, 2014.  There was a good 

appreciative audience and David played a good recital. 

Our next meeting will be November 7, 2014, at Dr. Martin Luther Lutheran 

Church, 1860 East Hile Road.  We will begin the evening with a potluck about 

which there will be more information elsewhere in this Pipe Notes.  We will have 

a short, but informative business meeting after the potluck.  The board wants you 

to know what our financial health is and how we make decisions about our chap-

ter events.  Our guest for the evening is Karl Bruhn from the Chicago area who 

will talk about expanding AGO membership, recent developments in the national 

organization and ideas for meetings.  There will be an opportunity for you to ask 

questions of him as well. Please mark your calendar and plan to be at this meet-

ing.  We want a good group for this meeting since our guest is traveling a consid-

erable distance to meet with us. 

Our February meeting will be our In Memoriam Recital presented by members of 

our chapter.  Please start thinking about a piece you might like to play for this 

program.  It will be at St. Paul’s and many of you haven’t played that instrument 

since it has been restored.  It is considerably different from the original Austin! 

Finally, many of you review your charitable giving at the end of the year and 

give to organizations with which you have a connection.  May I suggest that your 

AGO chapter might be a worthy recipient?  Please consider contributing to the 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter of the AGO!  We have three funds:  General Fund, 

Kolkema Scholarship Fund and the Young Artist’s Fund. 

Thanks, 

 

Caron Farmer, AAGO 

 

 

Caron Farmer, Dean                                                    

231-726-6098                                           

caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 

Maryanne Beery, Sub-Dean                                  

616-844-0317                                                       

mbeery@fpgh.org                      

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 
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November 7 Meeting             

  Potluck and Chapter Meeting                                                   

with                                                                                              

Karl Bruhn, Regional Councillor  

6:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                               
Dr. Martin Luther Lutheran Church                                                                                                                                                

1860 East Hile Road.                                                                        

Please R.S.V.P. by November 4! 

 

 Make sure you keep 

me posted on special   

musical events happening 

in your church or parish.  

 Our membership is 

known for supporting each 

other but we need to know about your event 

first.  Send information to:  Juanita Joiner— 

jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 We also like to keep up to date on former 

friends who have moved away from the area.  

If you have addresses and email addresses to 

share, send them my way.   

 Please let me know when Get Well and                

Sympathy Cards need to be sent to a member.  

Each of our members and their families are 

important to us.  

 Share your newsletter with your 

friends...simply click “forward” and add the 

addresses of your friends who might be inter-

ested in attending our programs.  Thank you! 

You won’t want to miss this meeting!   

We want to show Karl Bruhn what a great chapter we have  

and how famous our potlucks always are.  In order to plan 

for this special evening, we are requesting that you R.S.V.P. 

to me (jrjoiner@comcast.net) even if you are unable to at-

tend.  John Mattson has offered to prepare a pork loin for us 

and a head count would be beneficial for him.  If you want 

to mention what you plan to bring that would also be nice.                

Almost everyone can remember how great our potlucks 

were many years ago.  Don’t miss this special evening. 

  Nancy Gibson will be our hostess that night.  

Things To Bring 

 A dish to pass 

 Your own table service     

 A GOOD appetite! 

(Coffee and Tea will be provided) 

FREE for the TAKING! 

Arnold Bourziel’s daughter, Phyllis Sirotko, has             

donated some lovely “tapes” they bought when they 

lived in Germany.  She would love to have someone 

take these and has even sweetened the pot by offering 

to have her daughter convert these “tapes” to CD’s.  

Many of you with your technology can probably do 

the same thing.  We have two sets by Brahms, one set 

of the Historic Organs in Germany, one set by                  

Mozart.  Each set has from 3-6 tapes.  I will have 

these at our potluck on November 7.  
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Expense Report 

by Floyd Farmer 

Weddings are still very popular in the Muskegon area, 

judging from the attendance at the bridal show held at the 

Muskegon Country Club on October 19.  Caron and I at-

tended so we could get some idea of what one might ex-

pect to pay for a one day event, relative to what church 

musicians are paid for their part in the festivities.  Not 

every offering had a price tag on it, and in light of the 

press of people we did not aggressively pursue our mis-

sion.  However we did check out three items in particular. 

The first item, essential for every bride, is a dress that 

will be worn once and then put in a box to be stored in an 

attic for years before being thrown away or given to a re-

sale shop.  As with most items (with the possible excep-

tion of wedding musicians) prices were far ranging.  The 

least expensive dress on display was $700.  Most were 

more than a thousand.  One had been marked down for 

the event from $2,000 to a mere $1,500. 

We spoke to a DJ about the cost of his services.  They 

range from a low of $500 to upwards of $1,000.  The av-

erage is $750.  Price depends upon the time of year and 

the day of the  week.  Nothing is related to skill or prepa-

ration.  Summers and Saturdays cost more, presumably 

because it is the prime season and day of the week to 

spend with family and friends.  Hey, organists!  Is there a 

message there? 

A wedding is not complete without cake.  A four layer, 

nothing particularly fancy, cake was priced at 

$425.  Smaller cakes (but who wants one of those?) were 

all priced only slightly less.  No doubt these are cakes 

made by college graduates with bachelor’s degrees and at 

least ten years of experience. 

Church musicians are their own worst enemies when it 

comes to the economics of the profession.  Why is 

that?  A mid-range dress, average price DJ, and a cake 

would cost $2,775.  Add in the cost of the photographer, 

reception hall and dinner, bar bill, limo, etc., etc., and 

YOU feel guilty for charging $250????  Get real!  Is it 

any wonder young people are not pursuing study of the 

organ and you can’t find substitutes when you need 

one?  If the AGO does not work to increase fees and in-

come you won’t need to call an organist to sub for you, 

because there soon won’t be any qualified players.  Just 

call the DJ, and hope he doesn’t have a gig on Sunday 

morning; and pray he will spin his discs for the pittance 

churches offer the real musicians.   

 

I know John Mattson would appreciate if you 

would attend this special evening of music.  Like 

many of you, Central United Methodist Church 

had a large number of people pass away during 

2014.  John Rutter’s Requiem is being dedicated 

not only those nineteen, but to the six John lost 

from his Sanctuary Choir.  What a beautiful trib-

ute!  One of the great things we can do for our 

fellow members is to attend their special events.  

We all know the time it takes and having the 

support of our peers is special.  Looking forward 

to seeing you there. 
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Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2014– 2015 Events  

November 7, 2014 (Friday)                                        

“Member’s Meeting/Potluck”                                    

6:00 p.m.                                                                                   

Dr. Martin Luther Lutheran Church ELCA 

No December Meeting 

January 9, 2015 (Friday)                                              

“Winter Social”                                                                         

6:30 p.m.                                                                                   

Home of Shane Arkels          

February 22 (Sunday)                                                       

“In Memoriam:  A Members’ Recital”                            

3:00 p.m.                                                                                  

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church         

March 8, 2015 (Sunday)                                            

“Young Artist Series: Abby Rockwood”                                        

3:00 p.m.                                                                          

Central United Methodist Church                                                                                              

April or May                                                 

“Dinner and Evensong”                                                     

TBA                                                                                                                                              

St. John’s Episcopal Church—Grand Haven      

Feeding the Soul of the City Concerts                                                               
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                             

12:15 p.m.—12:45 p.m.                                                                   

2014-2015 

November 25, 2014                                                                           

“The Hildegard Singers”                                                     

(medieval Christmas music) 

December 9, 2014                                                           

“Christmas at the Organ” with Caron 

Farmer” 

December 14, 2014   “Grand Rapids 

Choir of Men and Boys—Festival of              

Lessons and Carols” 

February 24. 2015                                                                        

“Reeths Puffer Madrigal Singers”                                  

March 24, 2015                                                              

“Pablo Hahave-Veglia”                                                    

(cello and piano) 

April 28, 2015                                                                         

“The Austin-Helle-Richter Trio”                                                                           

(violin, French horn and piano) 

May 26, 2015                                                                           

“Clifford Music Group”                                                                     

(jazz) 

June 9, 2015                                                                     

“Ruth & Max Bloomquist”                                        

(folk and bluegrass) 

Grand Rapids Chapter                          
2014– 2015 Events  

 

November 28, 2014 (Friday)                                                                                                      

“Young Artist Concert:  Nicholas Quardokus”  

8:00 p.m. 

Mayflower Congregational Church 

November 29 (Saturday)  

“Workshop for Young Organist with Nicholas 

(The Four Pieces of Joseph Jongen) 

10:30 a.m. 

Mayflower Congregational Church 

Holland Chapter                                          
2014-2015 Events  

November 17, 2014 (Monday)                                 

“New Hymns”  Bob Batastini                                    

7:30 p.m.                                                                                       

Location TBA            

Want Publicity on your December Events?  We are more than willing to publicize your events in our 

newsletter as well as sending out your poster/information.  But there’s a hitch!  It will be up to you to get that 

information to me and in a timely fashion.  I would suggest that you send your information by the 20th of the 

month.  For all December events, I would like your information and/or posters by November 20th.  That gives 

me time to work on the newsletter and arrange for my emails.  Looking forward to hearing from you. 

         ~ Juanita Joiner, Editor 



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

November 7 , 2014 


