
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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From the Dean  
 

Dear AGO Members, 

As you read this it is nearly 2015!  Happy New Year to you 
and yours.  I hope you had a wonderful Christmas holiday 
and that you were able to hear some beautiful music and 
enjoy the seasonal flavors of Christmas cooking.  This      
always reminds me of the scene in “A Christmas Carol” 
where Mr. Cratchit declares Mrs. Cratchit’s Christmas                
pudding “A triumph, my dear, a triumph!”  It is my hope  
that you had many of those triumphs both musically and 
culinarily during your holidays.     

In looking ahead to this new year, please remember that our next meeting will 
be our “Winter Social” at Shane Arkel’s.  Please note the details for this wonder-
ful event can be found on page 4 of this newsletter. 

Our February meeting will be our “In Memoriam: A Members’ Recital” at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church.  I have some commitments of members who will be 
playing.  If you have so committed, would you please verify that by sending me 
an email letting me know that you are planning to be on that program and also 
send the title and composer of the piece you plan to play?  It is time to solidify 
who will be participating.  Thanks! 

I look forward to seeing all of you on January 9.   

Caron Farmer 

 

Caron Farmer, Dean                                                    

231-726-6098                                           

caronfarmer@comcast.net 

 

Maryanne Beery, Sub-Dean                                  

616-844-0317                                                       

mbeery@fpgh.org                      

 

Juanita Joiner, Editor                               

231-722-3689                                                                   

E-mail:  jrjoiner@comcast.net 

 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Website:   

www.mlago.org 
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DOWN MEMORY LANE 

What better way is there to ring in the new year than with a trip down memory lane with Rev. Kenneth 

Michnay’s Homily from our 2006 Instalation Service.  This food for thought is timeless and is worth 

revisiting every now and then.  Thank you Kenneth...your words still ring clear after nine years. 

It’s tempting for a Lutheran Pastor on an occasion like this to quote some of the wonderful things Martin Luther said 
about music—how he called it one of God’s greatest gifts and how it should be honored almost as much, but not quite 
as much, as theology.  In his Table Talk he observed that nobody should be ordained to the Holy Office of the Ministry 
unless that person had training in music.  He also commented on how powerful music is to bring solace to the “sad and 
sorrowful mind, (refreshing) the heart and (giving) it a certain peace and calm.”  That last quote is part of the caption on 
a picture I have hanging on my living room wall.  It shows Luther strumming on his lute, surrounded by his wife Katie 
and their children, and with his colleague Phillip Melanchthon at a table in the background, grasping a tankard of what’s 
probably some of Katie’s famous brew.  So Philip was evidently enjoying two sources of peace and calm.  

It’s also tempting to talk about what a source of support and encouragement it is to have an organization like the Ameri-
can Guild of Organists.  Trained musicians in the Church are, alas, a rare breed—and getting even more rare—so it’s 
nice to know that you aren’t the only one in town dedicated to the weekly task of leading God’s people in worship and 
trying to do it in the most disciplined and caring way you can.    

                                                                                                                                                               Continued on page 3 

CONGRATULATIONS TO CARON FARMER, AAGO 

Featured on PIPEDREAMS with Michael Barone—December 29, 2014 

As many of you may know, Floyd and I commissioned Stephen Paulus to write 
the second movement of “Baronian Suite” for us in 2013.  This movement is 
called “A Refined Reflection.”  Because the suite was dedicated to Michael Bar-
one he has had a personal interest in the developments of the piece over the 
past year and a half.  He was a good friend of Stephen’s as you might imagine, 
both of them living in the Minneapolis area.   

 After Stephen suffered his debilitating stroke I received the unfinished music 
just before a Pillar Concert in August 2013.  When I played the unfinished piece 

for Floyd he said, “You can’t play it that way!”  I realized that he was correct because the piece ended on a 
high leading tone and it would have left audiences in an awkward listening experience.  (It’s like what some 
students would do at Hope College when we were students.  They would play a dominant seventh chord on 
one of the practice pianos and walk away.) I played through what Stephen had finished and then, using the 
composer’s compositional material, finished the piece so it could be publicly performed.  I premiered the 
piece on August 14, 2013, as part of the series of Pillar summer organ concerts.  The Paulus family listened 
to what I had written and deemed it satisfactory, so that is what is now published as the ending for “A Re-
fined Reflection.”   

 The story doesn’t end there!  Michael Barone called me on December 8, 2014, and said that he was pro-
gramming the piece which I had recorded in November of 2013 and which I had sent to him and 
Stephen.  Because there is a story behind the finished product Michael and I had a phone interview on De-
cember 12, discussing the commissioning, completion, and recording of the work.   

 The interview and my recording of the piece will air on Pipedreams on the January 4, 2015, program on 
Blue Lake Public Radio.  Michael  will program “A Refined Reflection” in the first hour of the program so 
more people will hear it, since so many stations do not carry the second hour of the broadcast. 

Editor’s Note:  If you missed hearing this program on December 29, 2014, you are still in luck.  Click 
on the link below and you will be connected to the website for Pipedreams.  Caron was featured in 

1452 Hour 1 (59 minutes).    http://pipedreams.publicradio.org/listings/2014/1452/ 
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 So let me give in to the second temptation and talk about the 
calling church musicians follow, your need for mutual sup-
port, and the discipline you take on as you practice your art.  
I’d like to get into the subject by talking about something that 
we might not immediately connect with this calling—and 
that’s Stewardship. Everybody who’s ever had anything to 
do with the church knows that Stewardship is an important 
concern.  It’s something that perhaps gets emphasized most 
often when finances are an issue—that is to say, almost all 
the time.  Generally we try to make it clear that Stewardship 
isn’t just about money; but since it’s also about money, that 
colors a lot of what people say on the subject.  I once heard 
a Stewardship homily in which the preacher called it “The 
Sermon on the Amount.”  Well, I’d like to put all the money 
consideration to one side and talk about Stewardship in its 
more important sense, and that is the way we take care of, 
develop, and put to use the gifts that we have. 

Jesus once told a parable about a man who goes away and 
leaves his servants in charge of his household finances, en-
trusting each of them with different amounts of money, “each 
according to his ability.”  You know the story.  The men who 
had received five bags of gold and two bags of gold invested 
them and doubled their value.  The man who had received 
one bag of gold hid it in a hole in the ground.  He did nothing 
to increase its value, because he was afraid to take risks.  
The first two are commended as “good and faithful” ser-
vants.  The other is condemned as a “worthless, lazy ser-
vant.”  Older translations of the Bible use the word talents 
rather than bags of gold in this story.  A talent was about 
fifteen years’ worth of wages for a laborer.  But when we use 
the word talent, we usually mean a special ability somebody 
has—a gift.  And I think that the parable works just as well 
when we think of talents as gifts or abilities.  The point holds.  
The one who gave us whatever talents we have, whatever 
gifts, wants us to work to increase their value.  That giver of 
all gifts, of course, is God.  If musical gifts are among our 
talents, God the Giver is pleased when we disciple our-
selves to develop our musical gifts.  It’s a matter of Steward-
ship. 

When St. Paul wrote to the Romans about offering them-
selves to God, “a living sacrifice, dedicated and fit for his 
acceptance, the worship offered by mind and heart,” he was 
talking about how they were to think of themselves as united 
with Christ and with one another in the same way a body is 
made up of different limbs and organs, each with its own 
unique and vital purpose.  “Let us use the different gifts allot-
ted to each of us by God’s grace…”  And then he goes on to 
list some examples, such as inspired utterance, administra-
tion, teaching, counseling, leadership, service to others.  He 
didn’t, of course, but he might have added musicianship; 
because that’s also a gift that serves the community of faith. 

If you look at your musical gifts from the perspective of 
Stewardship, you know that God doesn’t want you to let his 
gift stay exactly as it was when you discovered you had it.  
God wants you to do the “good and faithful” servants did—to 
increase its value through disciplined work.  He doesn’t want 
us to be “lazy, worthless” servants who just dabble in music, 
fearful of developing it to a very great extent.  But an unfor-
tunate thing is happening in the church these days.   

It seems as though many Christian churches value the           
musical gifts of their people only if they aren’t very good at it.  
The ones who put in the time and devotion it takes to be-
come skilled organists, for example, may be dismissed as 
elitist—along with the music they have taken the time to 
learn to play properly. 

It doesn’t work that way in sports.  Lots of people have ath-
letic abilities, talents; but television sponsors won’t spend 
millions for a minute of advertising time if the football game 
is played by some guys who like to throw a ball around on 
weekends, even though those guys may have some athletic 
talent.  But we in America do build expensive stadiums and 
pay enormous amounts of money to watch the players who 
have honed their skills.  We admire the people who train 
long hours, even years, to compete in the Olympics; but no-
body would pay to see somebody who just likes to skate 
around an ice rink.  And nobody would ever dream of calling 
those people who have developed their athletic skills elitists. 

As a local chapter of the American Guild of Organists, we 
have a problem and an opportunity.  The problem is that the 
churches we serve aren’t always good stewards of our musi-
cal talents even if we may try to be.  And so it may be up to 
us—it is up to us—to encourage a greater value to be set on 
the gift of music that God has given the Church and the peo-
ple who try to be good stewards of their musical gifts.  This 
Chapter is to be commended for its efforts to help young 
people discover their own musical talents and help them to 
develop those talents.  That’s the opportunity. 

Good church music takes devotion and discipline, in the se-
lecting of what’s to be used as well as the performing of it.  
In the Lutheran Book of Worship there’s a wonderful little 
paragraph in the “Notes of the Liturgy” where it talks about 
music at weddings and funeral.  The same rubric is used for 
both: 

“Wherever music is employed in the service, and by whatever 
instruments or voices, it should be high-quality examples of 
the art of composition, not cloud communication of the con-
tent and mood of the service with musical triteness or asso-
ciation bordering on sentimentality, and be within the ability of 
the performers at hand to play or sing with assurance.” 

I especially love that last phrase: “be within the ability of the 
performers at hand to play or sing with assurance.”  I won-
der what master at subtitle language came up with that!  I 
invite you to practice your craft like “good and faithful” stew-
ards, so that music will never be mere decoration for wor-
ship but may help the community of faith to strengthen each 
other in service.  By being good stewards of musical gifts 
and by honoring those who receive our ministries, we help 
others become better stewards of whatever gifts they have.  
And far from being elitist show-offs, as some may suspect 
musicians of being, we will merely be providing what God in 
his grace has made available in the rich musical tradition of 
the whole Church, “high-quality examples of the art of com-
position” and “performers at hand (who can) play (and) sing 
with assurance.”  

The Rev. Kenneth Michnay                                                                        

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter Chaplain.   
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Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                          
2015 Events  

January 9, 2015 (Friday)                                              

“Winter Social”                                                                         

6:30 p.m.                                                                                   

Home of Shane Arkels          

February 22 (Sunday)                                                       

“In Memoriam:  A Members’ Recital”                            

3:00 p.m.                                                                                  

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church         

March 8, 2015 (Sunday)                                            

“Young Artist Series: Abby Rockwood”                                        

3:00 p.m.                                                                          

Central United Methodist Church                                                                                              

April or May                                                 

“Dinner and Evensong”                                                     

TBA                                                                                                                                              

St. John’s Episcopal Church—Grand Haven      

Feeding the Soul of the City Concerts                                                               
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                             

12:15 p.m.—12:45 p.m.                                                                   

2015 Events 

February 24. 2015                                                                        

“Reeths Puffer Madrigal Singers”                                  

March 24, 2015                                                              

“Pablo Hahave-Veglia”                                                    

(cello and piano) 

April 28, 2015                                                                         

“The Austin-Helle-Richter Trio”                                                                           

(violin, French horn and piano) 

May 26, 2015                                                                           

“Clifford Music Group”                                                                     

(jazz) 

June 9, 2015                                                                     

“Ruth & Max Bloomquist” (folk and bluegrass)                                  

Grand Rapids Chapter                          
2015 Events  

February 2, 2015 (Monday)                                   

“Clergy & Musician Relations”                     

Eileen Gunther                                                        

8:00 p.m.                                                                          

Kretschmer Hall, Aquainas Collage 

Holland Chapter                                          
2015 Events  

February 3, 2015 (Tuesday)                                             

“On Teaching and Learning the Organ”  

Huw Lewis                                                                     

7:30 p.m.                                                                              

First Methodist Church, Holland 

Financial Report                                          
As of December 31, 2014                                                                                     

General Fund                                    

1,103.32 

Scholarship Fund                             

2,443.26 

Young Artist Fund                              

592.00 

If you would like to see a more detailed               

report of these accounts, please contact your 

Chapter Treasurer and she will be more than 

willing to provide you with this information. 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer 

 

 

 

Winter Social                                                                                                                                                              
Friday, January 9, 2015                                                                                                                            
6:30 p.m.                                                                                                                                                            
Home of Shane Arkels                                                                                                                                                    

1220 Lakeshore Drive             
 

Please bring an appetizer and your 
beverage of choice. 

 

This is an evening you will not                     
want to miss.        

See you January 9!                         



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 

devoted to the advancement of organ and church 

music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 

approximately 100 members clustered around New 

York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 

50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 

all denominations and sizes are represented in the 

Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 

world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 

some 30 members serving churches throughout the 

Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting... 

January 9, 2015 


