
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                           

March 11, 2018 — 4 PM                                                        

“Young Artist—Matthew Bickett”           

First Presbyterian — Grand Haven 

April 15, 2018 — 3 PM                                                                   

“Members’ Recital”                                                                         

First Congregational Church— Muskegon 

May 4, 2018 (date could change) — 6:30 PM                                     

“Celebrating Healey Willan:  Organ & 

Choral Works”                                                                

Potluck Supper                                                                       

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints—Muskegon 

Financial Report                                          
As of February 28, 2018                                  

 

General Fund                                                    

$1,0411.52 

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,219.51                                                                    

Young Artist Fund                                       

$1,143.00 

Contributions are always accepted! 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer                                      

(Feel free to ask for a more detailed report.) 
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Feeding the Soul of the City                      
2017-2018                                                                         

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church — Muskegon, MI                                  

12:15 PM-12:45 PM 

March 27, 2018 —                                                      
 Solee Lee-Clark, piano 

April 24, 2018 —                                                            
 Folias (Tango and South American folk) 

May 22, 2018 —                                                                
 “ll Duo Lyrico” (classical) 

June 5, 2018 —     

 Ruth and Max Bloomquist                              

 (folk and bluegrass) 

Irene Kolkema Scholarship Fund— Deadline March 31, 2018 

 

Enclosed with this newsletter, you will find the Application and Guidelines for our Kolkema                                  
Scholarship Fund. The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter is very proud of this program and our 

history of helping young organists with lessons etc. Over the years we have assisted many peo-

ple begin their journey to become an organist or assisted in their further study of the organ.  
 

Please print both of these attached documents so you can share them with students or young 

organist who need our support and encouragement.   

 
PLEASE keep your email and phone number up-to-date with Juanita Joiner.                       

If you have a change, please send your information to jrjoiner@comcast.net 

from your AGO Board 
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OUR NEXT PROGRAM 

March 11, 2018 

Matt Bickett, from Portsmouth, Ohio, is a fourth-year 
student at Oberlin College and Conservatory, where 
he pursues a Bachelor of Arts in Religion and a Bach-
elor of Music in Organ Performance. While still 
a candidate for both degrees, he was accepted into 
Oberlin Conservatory’s accelerated Master of Music  
in Historical Performance degree program. His work 
focuses on musicologically-informed approaches to 
historical styles of organ and harpsichord playing. 
He currently studies organ with Jonathan Moyer, 
harpsichord with Mark Edwards, composition with 
Elizabeth Ogonek,  and conducting with Gregory 
Ristow, and has coached with Marie-Louise Langlais, 
George Ritchie, and Bruce Neswick. 

Alongside his work at Oberlin College and Conserva-
tory, Matt serves as Assistant Organist and Choirmas-
ter at Christ Episcopal Church, Oberlin, where he 
plays for liturgies and assists in directing the semi-
professional choir. In 2017 Matt established the  
Oberlin Cantata Project, a period orchestra and choir 
specializing in 17th- and 18th-century concerted vocal 
music. Recent performances have taken the ensem-
ble to Cleveland venues where Matt led the group in 
performances of church cantatas by D. Buxtehude 
and J. S. Bach. As organist he has performed at nota-
ble venues such as St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral in 
Seattle, Washington; Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in 
Portland, Oregon; St. Columba Cathedral in Youngs-
town, Ohio; and in Cleveland, Ohio, at Church of 
the Covenant and Trinity Lutheran Church. Recently 
Matt was awarded the Presser Fellowship from the 
Presser Foundation and took first prize in the Great 
Lakes Regional AGO Quimby Competition. 

     LOOKING AHEAD — April 15, 2018             PLANNING AHEAD — May 4, 2018 

First Congregational 
Church will  be our host 
for our “In Memoriam: 
A Members’ Recital.                  

If you are interested in 
performing you are be-
ing encouraged to call 
John Mattson and pro-
vide him with your in-
formation. 

This yearly program is 
always a favorite with 
our community. The 
offering taken that day 
goes to our Kolkema 
Scholarship Fund. 

This year we will honor 
William Seeback. 

The program for our May meet-
ing will be a review of the life 
and music of Healey Willan as 
part of the commemoration of 
the fiftieth anniversary of his 
death. Toward that end I will be 
giving an overview with an em-
phasis on his church music and 
only a passing reference to the 
voluminous oevre in other gen-

res. If you have an organ piece that you would like 
to play as part of the meeting please let me know 
and I will work it into the program. (Chorale No.2 
from the first volume of the Concordia preludes is 
already taken.) In addition to the organ works we 
will be singing a number of Willan’s choral pieces. 
My intent is to present works which are suitable for 
most church choirs. Please let me know by April 15 
if you would like to play and provide the name of 
the work you intend to perform. 
 
Floyd Farmer — ffarmer1668@gmail.com 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 
devoted to the advancement of organ and church 
music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 
approximately 100 members clustered around New 
York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 
50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 
all denominations and sizes are represented in the 
Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 
world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 
some 30 members serving churches throughout the 
Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting 

March 11, 2018 


