
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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From the Dean  

Greetings, one and all. Our next meeting will be the annual In Memorian:  Members’      
Recital. This year we will honor Bill Seeback who passed away on December 2, 
2017. The program will take place at 3:00 P.M., Sunday, April 15, at First Congregational 
Church in Muskegon. All of our members and friends are encouraged to attend this pro-
gram; this is an opportunity for some of us to reveal a bit about ourselves through music. 
I am always fascinated by the specific pieces chosen to be performed in recital (e.g., 
Monica Czausz played a piece on Sine Nomine by John Weaver, and Matthew Bickett 
performed his own transcription of a piece for piano). I look forward to hearing a variety 
of interesting selections performed on the Kilgen organ at First Congregational Church 
on the 15th. 

The aforementioned Matthew Bickett performed a very fine recital as part of our Young 
Artist Series on March 11 held at First Presbyterian Church, Grand Haven. Matthew is a 
student of Jonathan Moyer at Oberlin Conservatory and plans to graduate in two years 
with a B.A. in Religion, B.M. in Organ Performance and an accelerated M.M. in Historical 
Performance. Eileen (Hoogterp), Maryanne Beery and I shared a meal with Matthew  
after his recital; we found him to be a personable and fascinating young man.  

I attended the annual Donia Organ Concert at Dimnent Chapel in Holland on March 6. 

The performer was Dr. Aaron Tan, who played wonderfully. (He was part of the Mus-

kegon-Lakeshore Young Artist Series a few years ago at Central Methodist Church.)           

Dr. Tan, in addition to a D.M.A. in organ performance, with Dr. Maryln Mason, holds a 

Ph.D in Materials Science and Engineering from the University of Michigan. He has won 

numerous organ competitions and will be competing in Moscow later this year. Dr. Tan, 

who all but gave up piano study for many years has recently won a piano competition. He 

has also won a violin competition. Needless to say, he is a very talent young man. As for 

the March 6 recital, I would say it was astonishing and suggest that you not miss any 

opportunity to hear Dr. Tan play the organ.  

 

I hope you will put our May meeting on your schedule. The event, Celebrating the Music 

of Healey Willan: Organ & Choral, will be at 6:30 P.M., May 4 (a Friday) at The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in North Muskegon. The program, which is being orga-

nized by Floyd Farmer, will include a potluck dinner for Guild members, with the musical 

event open to the public.  

 

We are now planning program events for the 2018-2019 Chapter Year. If you have a 

suggestion, thoughts or comments about any of this year’s events, I would like to hear 

them. Please feel free to call or email me.      

 

Carry on,  

 

 



Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                           

April 15, 2018 — 3 PM                                                                   
“In Memoriam: A Members’ Recital”                                                                         

First Congregational Church— Muskegon 

May 4, 2018 (date could change) — 6:30 PM                                     

“Celebrating Healey Willan:  Organ & 

Choral Works”                                                                

Potluck Supper                                                                       

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints—Muskegon 

                                  

Financial Report                                          
As of March 31, 2018                                  

 

General Fund                                                    

$1,011.99 

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,219.51                                                                    

Young Artist Fund                                       

$643.00 

Contributions are always accepted! 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer                                      

(Feel free to ask for a more detailed report.) 
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Feeding the Soul of the City                      
2017-2018                                                                         

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church — Muskegon, MI                                  

12:15 PM-12:45 PM 

April 24, 2018 —                                                            
 Folias (Tango and South American folk) 

May 22, 2018 —                                                                
 “ll Duo Lyrico” (classical) 

June 5, 2018 —     

 Ruth and Max Bloomquist                              

 (folk and bluegrass) 

 

 

PLEASE keep your email and phone number up-to-date with Juanita Joiner.                       

If you have a change, please send your information to jrjoiner@comcast.net 

Dean  Richard Hoogterp 
Sub-Dean John Mattson 

Secretary Ron Vanderwest 

Treasure Juanita Joiner 
Council Member—2020     Michael Match 

Council Member—2021     Melody Walden 

Slate of Officers Announced 
 
Thanks to Eileen Hoogterp, Caron Farmer 
and Melody Walden for serving on our 2018 
Nomination Committee. Your ballots and the 
May Pipe Notes will be mailed to each of 
you. Your email next month will simply state 
to watch for this mailing. We ask that you 
return your ballot in a timely manner.  

Programs of Interest  

Community Artist & Speaker Series           

Sunday, April 15, 2018                     

Austin Channing Brown, speaker                             

First Presbyterian Church — 4 p.m. 

Grand Rapids AGO                

Monday, April 16, 2018                                           

Annamae Rotman Young Organ Competition 

Park Congregational Church — 7:30 p.m.                                              

Holland AGO          

Monday, April 23, 2018                                          

Clergy Musician Relations                                         

with Rev. Jen Adams & Steve Jenkins  

Grace Episcopal Church in Holland — 7 p.m. 
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Congratulations to Dr. Peter Kurdziel 

I began my doctoral studies back in 2004 when I moved to Peoria, Illinois. The 
goal was to go full-time and complete the program in three years. Unfortunately,  
I quit my job in Peoria and moved back to Michigan one semester before my 
course work was complete. Although I was happy to be moving back home, the 
incomplete degree was nagging at me. When Dana Robinson, Professor of Or-
gan, said he would write on behalf of my reinstatement, I jumped back in head 
first. Fortunately, my graduate advisor offered me a tuition waiver to return full-
time for one semester and the pastor at the Basilica allowed me to come and go 
as I needed. He also supported additional semesters of part time course work 
and organ study with generous assistance from the Basilica’s education endow-
ment. I spent several months living in Muskegon/Grand Rapids for a few days 
and the remainder of the week in a hotel room in Champaign, Illinois.  

I could go on in greater length about the nitty gritty details of being forty plus 
years old and back in school, but none of that is very interesting. The interesting part about graduate school is the actual 
course work, recitals, and life among colleagues in a large school of music. At the doctoral level, you’re free to choose 
seminars that interest you. I had several ranging in topics from basso continuo methods and 18th century performance 
practice to the history of the concert. My favorite seminar was on the symphonies of Gustav Mahler. We spent four 
hours every Wednesday in some of the most engaging lectures and discussions I have ever been a part of. The last 
week of the course we had a Skype conference with Ken Nagano who was in Berlin preparing to conduct a Mahler pro-
gram. It was fascinating to listen to this conductor of international status talk about his own process and what he had 
learned throughout his career of bringing these monumental symphonic works to audiences around the world.  

The other exciting part about graduate school in music is that your recitals are completely up to you. There isn’t anyone 
around telling you what you have to play. My first recital focused on German repertoire from Scheidemann to J.S. Bach, 
the second recital focused on the French Romantic School, and the final recital was a mixed bag. I was in a pickle be-
cause I wanted to play the Bach B minor Prelude and Fugue and the Sixth Sonata but I also wanted to play the Mozart F 
minor and Willan’s Introduction, Passacaglia, and Fugue. The problem with that program was finding a suitable instru-
ment in Champaign, Illinois to play all of those pieces. In the end, I played half of it on one instrument and we all got up 
and walked down the street for the other half. In hindsight I know I am as guilty as the next guy in relaying stories of 
heightened anxiety about deadlines for exams, recitals, and the dreaded graduate thesis. Nevertheless, I am here at the 
end of the process to say that graduate school was for me, the opportunity of a lifetime. I started the process because I 
had arrived in a place spiritually and musically in which I had grown tired of picking the low hanging fruit. After fourteen 
years, I can say that I found what I was looking for. I am content. I wouldn’t trade the experience for anything.  

Needless to say, the Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter of AGO is very proud of you, Dr. Kurdziel!! 

            April 15, 2018                                           PLANNING AHEAD — May 4, 2018 

 

First   Congregational 
Church will  be our host 
for our “In Memoriam: 
A Members’ Recital.                  

This yearly program is 
always a favorite with 
our community. The 
offering taken that day 
goes to our Kolkema 
Scholarship Fund. 

This year we will honor 
William Seeback. 

Hope to see you there! 

The program for our May meet-
ing will be a review of the life 
and music of Healey Willan as 
part of the commemoration of 
the fiftieth anniversary of his 
death. Toward that end I will be 
giving an overview with an em-
phasis on his church music and 
only a passing reference to the 
voluminous oevre in other gen-

res. If you have an organ piece that you would like 
to play as part of the meeting please let me know 
and I will work it into the program. (Chorale No.2 
from the first volume of the Concordia preludes is 
already taken.) In addition to the organ works we 
will be singing a number of Willan’s choral pieces. 
My intent is to present works which are suitable for 
most church choirs. Please let me know by April 15 
if you would like to play and provide the name of 
the work you intend to perform. 
 
Floyd Farmer — ffarmer1668@gmail.com 
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IT’S ALMOST RENEWAL TIME 

Starting next month I will be encouraging each of you to 
renew your own AGO membership AND start asking each 
of you to invite someone NEW to join our chapter.  Let’s 
see if we, as a chapter, can grow our membership by 6! 
Our present membership stands at 34. If we add 6 new 
members/chapter friends that would bring us to 40. How 
many think this can be done? I DO! Start planting the 
seed and we might exceed that suggested number. Please 
keep in mind how successful our chapter is at promoting 
church music, bringing young organists to our area, en-
couraging the beginning organist and I could go on and on. 
You get the point. We are a successful AGO Chapter!  
                                                                                        
      ~ Juanita Joiner, Registrar 



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 
devoted to the advancement of organ and church 
music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 
approximately 100 members clustered around New 
York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 
50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 
all denominations and sizes are represented in the 
Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 
world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 
some 30 members serving churches throughout the 
Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting 

April 15, 2018 


