
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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From the Dean  

Greetings, one and all, 

 

And so, our Members’ Recital needed to be postponed for a week! The show still went 

on, though, and I thought the music performed at First Congregational Church on April 

22nd was varied, interesting, and exhilarating. It was a fine experience hearing music 

played well by organists who are new to the instrument, a brilliant aria from the St.              

Matthew Passion, a wonderfully creative composition on a movie theme, original music 

for organ and other instruments, and splendid selections from the great classics of the 

organ repertoire. It was clear to me that those in attendance enjoyed and appreciated   

the efforts of the musicians. Through the indefatigable efforts of Juanita Joiner, family 

and friends of Bill Seeback were notified and able to attend and enjoy music performed              

in his memory. 

 

Eileen and I are friends with Dr. Larry B. Sharp, CAGO, who is Dean of the Lexington 

AGO Chapter. In the area of extraordinary efforts to promote the pipe organ, the chapter 

sponsored a POE during the summer of 2016 and a January Jubilee (which drew 82  

participants on a Saturday) this year. I believe the chapter has attracted a good number 

of new members and created attention and interest in the organ through these and           

other endeavors. I sent a note of congratulations to Larry and the chapter leadership in 

Lexington on our behalf. 

  

The Greater Lansing AGO Chapter, Barbara Hiranpradist, PhD., Dean, is planning an 

organ crawl to Muskegon on a Saturday in October. I have taken the liberty of providing  

a list of venues with suitable instruments and contact information for music directors and 

organists. I hope we, as a chapter, may find ways to offer collegial hospitality, perhaps  

by acting as greeters at various churches or organizing a simple reception somewhere. 

The group attending will travel by chartered bus, visit 5-6 churches and enjoy lunch and 

dinner in our area.  

 

There are two business matters which I need to mention. One is voting for the slate of 

officers proposed for the 2018-2019 Chapter Year. This is obviously not a preference             

for one person or another, but does indicate your engagement and support of chapter 

leaders for next year. Secondly, it behooves us all to take action on renewing our AGO 

membership as quickly as possible. Early renewals are very important for the financial 

stability of the National AGO organization and our own chapter. Also, please encourage 

anyone you think may be interested to join our chapter and feel free to pass their names 

along to me.  

 
A final word of thanks to John Mattson, Michael Match and First Congregational Church 
for hosting our recital and all those who performed and attended that day. 

Carry on,  

 

 



Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                           

May 4, 2018 — 6:30 PM                                     

“Celebrating Healey Willan:  Organ & 

Choral Works”                                                                

Potluck Supper                                                                       

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints—Muskegon 

September 16, 2018                             
“Installation of Officers and Potluck” 

Financial Report                                          
As of April 30, 2018                                  

 

General Fund                                                    

$991.99 

Scholarship Fund                             

$2,385.51                                                                    

Young Artist Fund                                       

$643.00 

Contributions are always accepted! 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer                                      

(Feel free to ask for a more detailed report.) 
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Feeding the Soul of the City                      
2017-2018                                                                         

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church — Muskegon, MI                                  

12:15 PM-12:45 PM 

May 22, 2018 —                                                                
 “ll Duo Lyrico” (classical) 

June 5, 2018 —     

 Ruth and Max Bloomquist                              

 (folk and bluegrass) 

 
PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE NOW! 

                                                                     

If there was a ballot enclosed with your May 

newsletter, you are entitled to vote for the 
slate of officers announced in last month’s 

Pipe Notes. We are asking that you mail your 

ballot by the May 31 deadline.  Your ballot 
has been stamped for your convenience.  

 

A HUGE thank you for the hard work and 
dedication from our 2017-2018 board.  
Strength comes with dedication and  

dedication comes from strength.  The 
Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter has it 

all...we are giving, faithful and yes,            

dedicated at promoting church music.   

PLEASE keep your email and phone number up-to-date with Juanita Joiner.                       

If you have a change, please send your information to jrjoiner@comcast.net 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT AT THE END OF THE YEAR:                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
To the one who feels burnt out, used, or unappreciated. To the one who feels insignificant or small. To the 
one who’s carrying the weight of ministry and feeling burdened and tired — here are a few words of encour-
agement:  Your work matters. Even if it feels like it’s all been said or done before, even when it’s hard, even 
when it goes largely unnoticed. Your voice could be the one that makes the difference in someone’s life.  
There will be good days and hard days, and there may even be times when you question the decision to 
serve in ministry. On those days, remember why you started. Remember your calling. Don’t give up or let 
yourself feel discouraged. Focus on what’s important and do good work. The world needs your gifts, your 
perspective, your voice, your service. Whether you’re brand new to church work or you’ve been in ministry 
your whole life, here is a quote for the church musician.     ~ Ashley Danyew 

“Let every man abide in the calling wherein he is called and his work will be as sacred as the work             
of the ministry.  It is not what a man does that determines whether his work is sacred or secular, it           
is why he does it.       ~ A. W. Tozer  
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IT’S RENEWAL TIME!! 

I encourage each of you to renew your own AGO member-
ship AND start inviting someone NEW to join our chapter. 
By now, you have received that request via email from Na-
tional. Let’s see if we, as a chapter, can grow our member-
ship by 6! Our present membership stands at 34. If we add 
6 new members/chapter friends that would bring us to 40. 
How many think this can be done? I DO! Start planting 
the seed and we might exceed that suggested number. 
Please keep in mind how successful our chapter is at pro-
moting church music, bringing young organists to our area, 
encouraging the beginning organist and I could go on and 
on. You get the point. We are a successful AGO Chapter! 
                                        ~ Juanita Joiner, Registrar 
                                                                           



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 
devoted to the advancement of organ and church 
music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 
approximately 100 members clustered around New 
York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 
50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 
all denominations and sizes are represented in the 
Guildôs membership, which ranges from students to 
world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 
some 30 members serving churches throughout the 
Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting 

May 4, 2018 


