
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   
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From the Dean  

Greetings, to one and all, 

  

I hope this finds you well and that you are as excited as I am to begin the 69th program 

year of the Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  Our 

schedule of events includes a Vespers & Installation service, three organ recitals, an 

event featuring spine-tingling Halloween music for the organ, a choral workshop, a 

presentation on a monumental new pipe organ installation (University of Notre Dame), 

and our annual “12th Night Christmas Party”.  I hope you will make every effort to attend 

as many programs as you are able and persuade others to do so as well.                                   

 

Some years ago, it became the usual practice for our chapter to present two recitals 

each year by fine Young Artists.  For several years now, Caron Farmer has taken on the 

responsibility of identifying and contacting promising organists.  I offer a brief report on 

the career paths of several young musicians who have performed in our area under the 

auspices of our chapter.  

 

 *Katelyn Emerson (2011) received a Fulbright Grant for organ study in 

 France, won the 2016 NYACOP (National Young Artists Competition in Organ 

 Performance) First Prize and she is now pursuing a Master’s Degree in Organ 

 Performance in Stuttgart, Germany.  

 

 *Dr. Aaron Tan (2013) has won First Prize in the 2018 NYACOP and con -              

 tinues to present organ (including the 2018 Hope College Donia Recital) and                   

 piano recitals in addition to his work in medical research.  

 

 *Amanda Mole (2017) continues study at the Eastman School of Music.  

 She has been awarded first prize at numerous competitions, including the 8th 

 International Organ Competition in Tokyo, Japan last fall.   

 

 *Monica Czausz (2017) has won First Prize in a number of organ compete

 tions, as well as performing at several AGO conventions.  She is working toward 

 the Performer’s Certificate in organ at the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia.  

 

Katelyn, Amanda, and Monica have each embarked on professional careers and are rep-

resented by Karen McFarlane Artists.  

  
I strongly suggest that you visit our chapter web-site, http://www.mlago.org Juanita Join-
er, who has managed the site for a number of years in addition to other duties, is passing 
web-site management to David Gritter. New features include links to a history of the 
Young Artists Series, photos of events and descriptions and stop lists of notable organs 
in our area.  If you have useful information or suggestions regarding the website, please 
contact David. Thank you to Juanita and David for their efforts in maintaining this valua-
ble tool for promoting the work of our chapter.  

                                                                                                         Continued on page 2 

http://www.mlago.org


Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter  

2018—2019 Program                                       
Complete details will be printed in your directory.                    

September 16, 2018 at 5 p.m.                                                           
“Vespers and Installation of Officers”                         
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church followed by dinner at 
The Lake House. 

October 14, 2018 at 3 p.m.                                
“Young Artist Recital” — Jillian Gardner                                     
Central United Methodist Church 

October 28, 2018 at 4 p.m.                                  
“Spooktacular Organ Recital”                                                      
First Presbyterian Church in Grand Haven 

November 16, 2018 at 7 p.m.                            
“Magnum Opus — The Fritz Pipe Organ at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame” — Dr. Andrew McShane                   
Location TBA  

January 4, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.                               
“Twelfth Night Party”                                                           
Home of Floyd and Caron Farmer 

February 23, 2019 at 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.   
“Vocal Techniques for Choral Singing”                               
Dr. Michael Match, clinician                                                    
Mona Shores Middle School 

March 10, 2019 at 4 p.m.                                                           
“Young Artist Recital” — Daniel Chang                                       
First Presbyterian Church in Grand Haven 

May 5, 2019 at 3 p.m.                                                
“In Memoriam — Members’ Recital”                                     
Central United Methodist Church 

A Financial Report                                          
As of July 313, 2018                                                                                  

 

General Fund                                                    
$1,264.09 

Scholarship Fund                             
$2,510.51                                                                    

Young Artist Fund                                       
$743.00 

Contributions are always accepted! While  
renewing your 2018-2019 membership there 
is an option to do this very thing. 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer                                      
(Feel free to ask for a more detailed report.) 
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IT’S RENEWAL TIME!! — I encourage each of you to renew your AGO membership soon! Bet-
ter still...TODAY!!!  As of August 1, we have 24 paid renewals. I will be working on your 2018-2019 
directory very soon, so it would be nice to have that part of the directory updated accurately.  

Don’t forget to encourage your friends to also join our chapter...some of our best supporters would 
make wonderful Chapter Friends.   

I’ve had a few make corrections to their information so if you still need to get that to me, send me an 
email indicating what needs to be updated or changed.   

My goal was to grow our chapter by four this year...it’s still possible to do that. Will you be the one 
who reaches out to other organists not yet members. 

 

~ Juanita Joiner, Registrar                                                                            

 

Continued from page 1                                                                                                              

 

Our first event will be a Vespers and Installation Service 

which is planned for 5:00 PM on Sunday, September 16, 

at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. The service will be led 

by our Chaplain, Reverend Kenneth Michnay, with                

organist (and Past Dean) Dr. Peter Kurdziel. Reverend 

Michnay has a fine history of support and involvement 

with our chapter, as a solo singer and Chaplain, and I 

expect this service will be worthwhile and inspiring to all. 

Dinner will follow at the Lake House for those who wish 

to attend. Please join us for one or both of these events, 

and I encourage your interest and participation in the 

2018-2019 programs of the Muskegon-Lakeshore   

Chapter of the AGO.   

 

Carry on,  

Richard T. (Dick) Hoogterp, CAGO   



Viewing the Future                                                                                                           
by Floyd Farmer 

The June issue of The American Organist has on page seven a column headed “Enrollments of Organ Ma-
jors 2017-18” which identifies the continuing decline of such students over the course of the past couple of 
decades.  In the academic year 2003-04 there were 637 majors at all levels of study (bachelors, masters, 
doctorates) and in 2017-18 the number had dropped to 310.  I suggest there are some obvious reasons for 
the decline.  First, there are fewer physical churches, obviating the need for musicians of any kind.  Second-
ly, many of the churches that do still exist have dumbed-down their music so that organs are no longer 
used.  Thirdly, a significant number of those churches that still have organs and want to use them offer whol-
ly inadequate compensation to persons skilled enough to play the standard repertoire. 
 
A prior promulgation of the AGO mission read, “The purpose of the American Guild of Organists is to pro-
mote the organ in its historic and evolving roles, to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and 
choral music, and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration, education, and certification of Guild 
members.”  (Not a bad vision.)  In the June issue of TAO on page 39 is the current mission statement of the 
AGO.  “The mission of the [American Guild of Organists] is to foster a thriving community of [musicians] who 
share their knowledge and inspire passion for the [organ.]”  That’s it.  Try filling in the brackets with any num-
ber of other professions, e.g. used car salesmen, dog catchers, etc.  Pretty uninspiring, yes?  Does the mis-
sion have any bearing upon the decline in organ students and/or membership in the AGO? 
 
While I don’t pretend to have a crystal ball or any other ability to see into the future, if the past is instructive in 
anyway I will be so bold as to predict that the 637 organ majors of 2004, having dropped to 310 in 2018, will 
drop to a mere 31(+/-) in 2068, because the Protestant Church in the United States will be dead in another 
fifty years and the Roman Catholic Church will be dead in one hundred.  The exceptions will be the very few 
churches in major metropolitan areas where there are populations large enough to support a minimal con-
gregation and which have financial endowments large enough to keep the lights on and the doors 
open.  Lest I be deemed a total crackpot you might check this:  https://abcnews.go.com/Business/tough-
times-traditional-church-music/story?id=12131688 
 
During the course of the last fifty years, just in Muskegon, I have watched churches close and I can see 
many that are withering, barely holding on while offering very little in the way of programs, and certainly not 
viable music programs with trained and talented organists.  Why is that?  I suggest it is because congrega-
tions and church leaders have ceased to see “church” as something special; a place set apart from the rest 
of the world.  Fifty years ago people saw “church” as a place where on Sunday everyone dressed better and 
acted differently than they did during the other six days of the week.  Congregants sang and listened to mu-
sic that was different than what they heard on the radio or phonograph.  In short, church was a cut above 
Walmart or the ball park.  Today, it is hard to tell the difference. 
 
So my prediction is this; unless churches are willing to offer something that is intellectually and artistically 
better than what is being offered in the market place, the church will continue to wither and die and along 
with the demise will be the decreasing need for organists. That being said, I wonder what  AGO is going to 
do about it?  Just my thoughts. 
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Position Opening 

Samuel Lutheran Church is in 
need of an organist and choir             
director. Please call Carol Cross            
if you would like more information 
about this position or if you are      
interested in serving as an interim 
organist. Carol can be reached at 
231-798-3393. 

Position Opening 

Central United Methodist 
Church is looking for an 
organist. Those interested 
in hearing more about this 
opening are encouraged to 
contact Mark Miller, pastor 
of the church.  Mark can be 
reached at 231-722-6545. 

https://abcnews.go.com/Business/tough-times-traditional-church-music/story?id=12131688
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/tough-times-traditional-church-music/story?id=12131688


Editor’s Note:  Floyd’s article made me start thinking about the sensitive topic he covered.  My search of the 

web brought up even more articles written in newspapers about this very topic:  church music and the church 

organist.  Unfortunately, those of you reading the newsletter from a hard copy will have to hand type these  

address if you want to read them, but if you’re reading from your computer, simply click on each address. 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/bs-md-church-organist-shortage-20170407-story.html 
 
https://worshiplife.com/2015/04/06/does-the-church-organ-need-to-go-by-mike-harland/ 
 
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2004-08-22/features/0408220350_1_organists-guild-church-organist-american-guild 

For those of you who have attended a National Conference...this 1935 Convention Bulletin may keep your inter-

est for quite some time.  It’s long, so don’t attempt to print this on your home printer.   

http://www.nycago.org/pdf/1935AGOConventionBook.pdf  

As long as I’m giving you a “textbook” of information this month, I thought now was the perfect time to share 

something that Sue Emmons gave me years ago...a few pages from her Mother’s AGO National Handbook.  

Through the miracles of software on my church computer, I was able to scan this as a PDF and convert to a 

WORD document.  The format went crazy and I decided not to spend hours making this “perfect”, but the infor-

mation came through “perfect” for you to read.  I would never publish a newsletter like this, but I think you will 

understand and certainly accept  my less than “perfect” publication after you read it...re-read Floyd’s article 

and then read it again.   

I hope you will find these additions to your August Pipe Note interesting and beneficial as many of you prepare 

to start yet another year as a church musician. And for all of us, may these words emphasize just how valuable 

you are and how important it is for us to demand that our organs keep playing in Muskegon, MI.                                        

           ~Juanita Joiner, Editor
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http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/bs-md-church-organist-shortage-20170407-story.html
https://worshiplife.com/2015/04/06/does-the-church-organ-need-to-go-by-mike-harland/
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2004-08-22/features/0408220350_1_organists-guild-church-organist-american-guild
http://www.nycago.org/pdf/1935AGOConventionBook.pdf
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 
devoted to the advancement of organ and church 
music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 
approximately 100 members clustered around New 
York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 
50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 
all denominations and sizes are represented in the 
Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 
world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 
some 30 members serving churches throughout the 
Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting 

September 16, 2018 


