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From the Dean

~ Richard Hoogterp

I want to thank you all for renewing your memberships. This allows us to maintain
relationships among church musicians and those who hold the organ in high regard, to
finance our program year and that of the National AGO organization in continuing its
important work.

Soli Deo Gloria

“Sing psalms,
hymns, and
spiritual songs
with gratitude
in your hearts
to God.”
Colossians 3:16

Richard Hoogterp, Dean
231-755—0141
E-mail: RichardHoogterp@gmail.com
Juanita Joiner, Editor
231-722-3689
E-mail: jrjoiner@comcast.net
Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter
Website: www.mlago.org
Facebook:
Muskegon Lakeshore AGO

Our recent Young Artist recital was performed by Jillian Gardner and I am bereft of
superlatives to describe my reaction to her performance. But I will first acknowledge the
time and effort young musicians commit to travel, hours of practice on an unfamiliar
organ and presenting a program for us. Ms. Gardner arrived from Waco, Texas, on
Friday, practiced at length at the church, performed Sunday afternoon, flew to Chicago
that evening for a National AGO meeting (she serves as Convener of the AGOYO…organists under age 30) and then planned to travel to New York to be part of events
related to the new Dobson organ at St. Thomas Church. Jillian was a delightful person to
meet; I was taken with the pink organ shoes. In reference to her recital, I will say that the
performance was brilliant, and her own transcription of the Dance Macabre needed to be
heard to be believed.
On October 16, the Holland AGO Chapter presented an event which featured composer
Ray Haan’s organ music. Mr. Haan, who is a native of Grand Rapids, led the meeting.
He is a prolific composer of music for choir, organ, and handbells, even had a career
teaching at Calvin Christian High School, and was also Director of Music and Organist at
Cutlerville East Christian Reformed Church for 48 years. About a dozen of Ray’s compositions were ably performed by Holland area organists (he played, too), and each was introduced by the composer under the theme: “The Starting Point…” Mr. Haan offered just a
few words about how he became interested in the piano, composing, the organ, getting
music published, accepting commissions for new music and so on. The program was fascinating to me. As an aside, I have known Ray since the 1980’s. It occurred to me that each
of us (even though we may not have 300 compositions in publication) has a “Starting Point”
story. We all somehow were fortunate to have become enamored of music and especially
that of the pipe organ, and our lives have been enriched thereby.
Regarding our November 16, 2018 meeting … On January 20, 2017, Dr. Craig Cramer
performed the inaugural recital on Paul Fritts and Associates Organ Builders Opus 37, 4
manuals, 70 stops, 5,164 pipes at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, University of Notre
Dame. By any standard, this organ represents a monument in early-21st Century organ
design and construction. The Fritts Company has ten employees, and the number of hours
of work expended in creating this instrument was approximately 40,000. Our presenter will
be Dr. Andrew McShane, Director of Music at the Basilica. Andrew has earned Degrees in
Organ and Church Music at the University of Notre Dame and Northwestern University.
He is especially well-qualified to present an audio-visual history of the previous instrument,
the lengthy and arduous process of commissioning the Fritts organ, and the ways by which
this instrument meets the needs of serving the Catholic liturgy on a daily basis. Eileen and
I heard Dr. Cramer in recital at the time of a Reformation Conference at Notre Dame last
year and we can recommend the organ as worth a trip to South Bend if you find the time.
I hope to see you for the presentation and refreshments and an opportunity to meet Dr.
McShane. The meeting will take place at 7:00 PM on Friday, November 16, 2018 at First
Congregational Church, Muskegon. Perhaps you know of some persons who are interested
in “how things work” - engineers and builders - please invite them to this interesting
discussion and presentation!
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2018—2019 Program

Complete details will be printed in your directory.

All performances are held
Tuesdays from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m.
unless otherwise noted.

November 16, 2018 at 7 p.m.

“Magnum Opus — The Fritz Pipe Organ at the
University of Notre Dame” — Dr. Andrew McShane
First Congregational Church in Muskegon

November 27, 2018--The Lafayette Woodwind
Quintet--classical music

December 9, 2018 -- Grand Rapids Choir of Men

January 4, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.

and Boys--Festival of Lessons and Carols
(This is a Sunday at 5:00 p.m.)

“Twelfth Night Party”
Home of Floyd and Caron Farmer

December 18, 2018 -- Caron Farmer

Christmas at the Organ" See program on page 3.

February 23, 2019 at 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

February 26, 2019 — Clifford Jazz Quartet

“Vocal Techniques for Choral Singing”
Dr. Michael Match, clinician
Mona Shores Middle School

March 26, 2019 — Campbell's Clarinet Collage
(GVSU clarinet students under the direction of
Dr. Arthur Campbell)

March 10, 2019 at 4 p.m.

“Young Artist Recital” — Daniel Chang
First Presbyterian Church in Grand Haven

April 23, 2019 — Reeths-Puffer Madrigal Singers

May 5, 2019 at 3 p.m.

May 28, 2019 — GVSU Steel Drums Band

(student vocal ensemble)

June 11, 2019 — Max and Ruth Bloomquist

“In Memoriam — Members’ Recital”
Central United Methodist Church

folk and bluegrass music

Grand Rapids AGO Chapter

A Financial Report

As of October 31, 2018

November 18, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.
“Organ Recital — Dexter Kennedy”

Trinity Lutheran Church
2700 Fulton Street — East Grand Rapids, MI

General Fund
$2,029.89

Holland AGO Chapter

Scholarship Fund
$2,570.51

November 5, 2018 at 7:30 p.m.

“Organ Plus — sharing our favorites and finding
new treasures” — Bring your favorite Organ-plus
repertoire to play for each other (Organ + instrument, organ 4 hand, or organ and piano). OR just
come to listen and get ideas. This list will be shared
in an future newsletter.

Young Artist Fund
$633.00
Contributions are always accepted!
Submitted by: Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer
(Feel free to ask for a more detailed report.)
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Caron Farmer, AAGO

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Tuesday, December 18, 12:15p.m.

Program
Fanfare on “Antioch”

Gerre Hancock

Variations on “Von Himmel Hoch”, BWV 769a

Johann Sebastian Bach

Prelude on “Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland”

Pamela Decker

Prelude on “This Endris Nyght”

Healey Willan

Weihnachten, Op. 145, No. 3

Max Reger

The First Noel

Emma Lou Diemer

Offertoire sur Deux Noëls

Alexander Guilmant

Angels We Have Heard On High

Joanne Jansen

Deux Noëls
1. Noël huron
2. Toccata sur “Il est né, le divin Enfant

Denis Bédard

First Congregational Church
Candlelight Concert
Now in its 81st Year!
Note that we are consolidating into ONE fantastic
performance this year, on Sunday, December 9th, which
will include all of our children's choirs and bell players,
our Motet Choir, Canterbury Ringers, and chamber
orchestra with organ. We will keep the same 7:00 PM
evening time of years past.

I encourage each of you to share your
special holiday programs with me so I can
also post it for you .

As always, Candlelight is FREE to the public, with a freewill offering accepted. We will be featuring carols of the
Christmas season by John Rutter this year. ~Michael Match
LIKE and Follow us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/FCCMuskegonMusic/

Please send your information to:
jrjoiner@comcast.net
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HYMNS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE—HYMNS THAT SPEAK TO THE HEART
I am in love with hymns...hymn tunes, hymn texts and even the history of how a particular hymn came into
being. A year ago I held a Hymn Challenge at Central United Methodist Church. People were to take their
favorite verse or verses from the Bible and create a three stanza text to go with their favorite hymn tune.
John Mattson created these hymns in Finale Software for the congregation to use as they sang these during
a Sunday service. The results were wonderful...powerful. I still hear people speak about that service...about
the power of the text and tune that was selected.
This made me start to think even
deeper about the power in our
hymns. The Methodist Church
had a special hymn they wanted
every church to sing the Sunday
after the earthquake in Haiti. I
don’t think I need to tell you how
emotional those words became as
the congregation sang from their
hearts on that particular Sunday.
I was recently drawn to two
hymns that I really need to share
with our membership and friends.
The hymn below was sung at the
funeral of Kenneth Nelson that
many of you attended. Although
the tune may not be familiar to
you and the words may be new to
you, I think you will agree with the
power this hymn creates. Sing the
third and fourth verses for all to
hear.
The second hymn was created
much like the hymn we sang on
the Sunday after earthquake in
Haiti. This was created to be sung
in the Jewish Synagogues after
the recent tragedy in Pittsburg,
PA. In fact, this hymn is now circling the Internet in hopes that all
churches from all faiths will include this in their service in one
way or another. Oh the power of
these words that have been set to
Leoni (a Traditional Hebrew Melody) and the familiar hymn to
us...The God of Abraham Praise.
Yes, hymns do make a difference
AND definitely speak to our
hearts.
Here’s a thought for your day… “This will be our reply to violence: to make music more intensely,
more beautifully, more devotedly then ever before.” ~ Leonard Bernstein
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MISSION STATEMENT
The American Guild of Organists is an organization
devoted to the advancement of organ and church
music in the United States.

Next Meeting

November 16, 2018

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from
approximately 100 members clustered around New
York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all
50 states and abroad. Synagogues and churches of
all denominations and sizes are represented in the
Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to
world-renowned recitalists and teachers.
The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has
some 30 members serving churches throughout the
Western Michigan area.
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