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Greetings,   

 

Well, I have never cancelled choir rehearsal due to inclement weather on three consecutive 

Thursdays, but it happened this year. I believe it was the virtuoso violinist, Yehudi Menuhin, 

who said:  “If I do not practice one day, I hear it in my playing. If I miss two days, the critics 

hear it.  If I miss three days, the public hears it.” Church choirs are of course held to a 

somewhat more lenient standard of performance, but when I am forced to cancel rehearsal, 

I hear it on Sunday. May God bless our choristers who still come to serve the church even 

under extreme circumstances. 

 

On February 23, Dr. Michael Match presented a wide ranging and very informative work-

shop entitled “Vocal Techniques for Choral Singers” at Mona Shores Middle School. An 

enthusiastic group of some eighty choristers from area churches were led through demon-

strations of vocal warm-ups, proper breathing and diction, tone production, phrasing and a 

host of other pertinent topics. Michael is an accomplished singer and director who quickly 

established a rapport with the singers. He was particularly adept at personally demonstrat-

ing proper vocal practices. Michael also took the time to speak briefly about the work of the 

Muskegon-Lakeshore AGO Chapter and mention the upcoming Regional Convention in 

Grand Rapids. Melody Walden arranged for us to use the school choir room, which was 

filled to capacity with singers. I believe this event was an excellent program choice for us 

and was very worthwhile to all who were in attendance. Many in attendance were asking to 

have today’s workshop repeated in the near future! 

             

The second of our annual Young Artist recitals will be performed by Daniel Chang, a stu-

dent at the Eastman School of Music. Mr. Chang was recently awarded the Gerald Barnes 

Prize for Excellence in Organ at Eastman. You may read more about his career in music in 

this newsletter, and I encourage you to attend this program and invite a friend. This concert 

will be at 4:00 PM, Sunday, March 10, at the First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven.  

As a Guild Chapter, we owe a special debt of gratitude both First Presbyterian Church and 

Central Methodist Church for co-sponsoring our young organists in recital for the past sev-

eral years.  Hope to see each of you on March 10. 



Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter  

2018—2019 Program                                       
Complete details will be printed in your directory.                    

March 10, 2019 at 4 p.m.                                                           
“Young Artist Recital” — Daniel Chang                                       
First Presbyterian Church in Grand Haven 

April 28, 2019 at 3 p.m.                                                
“In Memoriam — Members’ Recital”                                     
Central United Methodist Church 

Your Muskegon-Lakeshore Board is already plan-
ning for NEXT year. If you have a thought or an 
idea about a program, please let our Dean know so 
this can be brought to the attention of the Board. 

A Financial Report                                          
As of February 28, 2019                                

 

General Fund                                                    
$2,109.19 

Scholarship Fund                             
$2,570.51                                                                    

Young Artist Fund                                       
$633.00 

Contributions are always accepted!  

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer                                      
(Feel free to ask for a more detailed report.) 
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Feeding the Soul of the City                        
2018-2019 

All performances are held                                                  
Tuesdays from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m.                                  

unless otherwise noted. 

 

March 26, 2019 — Campbell's Clarinet Collage 
(GVSU clarinet students under the direction of                   
Dr. Arthur Campbell) 
 

April 23, 2019 — Reeths-Puffer Madrigal Singers 
(student vocal ensemble) 
 

May 28, 2019 — GVSU Steel Drums Band 
 

June 11, 2019 — Max and Ruth Bloomquist                     
folk and bluegrass music 

Grand Rapids AGO Chapter  

No March Meeting but PLEASE read all the     
important information about the 2019 Great Lakes                
Convention being held in Grand Rapids found on 
page 3. There is also a great opportunity for some-
one to compose an organ piece for a new publica-
tion...Grand Rapids Organ Book ll.  

Holland AGO Chapter  

March 1, 2019 at 7:30 p.m.                                 
Hope College (building TBA) 

Please see attached article about this program on 
page 3 of the newsletter. 

Kolkema Scholarship — 2019 

It is time to be thinking about applying for our 
Irene Kolkema Scholarship. In the past we have 
been able to help many young people get a 
good start with their organ study with this schol-
arship. The scholarship can also be used to fur-
ther YOUR organ study.   

The application form and additional information 
about the awarding process will be sent along 
with your February Pipe Notes.  Please make 
note that this application form has been revised 
by the Scholarship Committee. Please print                         
the application form out to use personally or 
to share with others. 

The due date for applying is March 31! 

Vocal Techniques for Choral Singers 

Our vocal workshop was a total success. Church                     
choirs are alive and well in the Muskegon area.   

        Thank you Dr. Michael Match!                                                                                            

Next month we will post our 2019-2020                   
state of officers. 
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  LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

Information about the March 1 meeting of the 
Holland AGO Chapter 

 
Choral Singing as a Conduit towards                               

Transformation:  on Inside/Outside Prison Choirs, 
by Dr. Mary Cohen of University of Iowa. Dr. Cohen 
is an expert in the field of arts in prisons and leads 

a ground-breaking ensemble in Iowa City, that 
combines inmates with volunteers who make                  

music together. 
 

The setting is the auditorium of a medium-security 
prison.  A choir made up of men and women of vary-
ing ages are singing a concert for inmates.  They sing 
original songs, written by members of the choir, as 
well as others’ compositions, on themes of healing, 
hope, community, and transformation.  The premise 
doesn’t seem unusual, until I tell you that half of this 
choir are members of the community outside the pris-
on, and the other half live here, inmates themselves of 
the Oakdale Prison, and some of them are the com-
posers of the songs being sung.   

If you are interested in the ways that choral singing 
can bring transformation to people’s lives, then you 
want to make sure to hear the director and founder of 
this choir, Dr. Mary Cohen, as she speaks later this 
month in Holland and Grand Rapids.   

Dr. Cohen, Associate Professor of Music Education at 
University of Iowa, researches music-making and well-
being, songwriting, and collaborative communities.  
Her research is published in International Journal of 
Research in Choral Singing, Journal of Research in 
Music Education, the International Journal of Commu-
nity Music, International Journal of Music Education, 
and numerous book chapters. 

She will be speaking at 11am on Thursday, Feb 28               
at Calvin College’s Covenant Fine Arts Center Audito-
rium, and Friday, March 1 at 7pm at Hope Church in 
Holland.  The title of her talks will be Cultivating Com-
munities of Caring: Choral Singing in Prisons.  Her trip 
to West Michigan is being sponsored by a wide coali-
tion of organizations, including the Calvin Institute of 
Christian Worship, Hope Church, the Holland AGO, 
Grace Episcopal in Holland, Hope College’s Music      
Department, Sociology/Social Work Department, and 
Peace and Justice Minor.   

If you’d like to learn more about Mary’s work, check 
out this inspiring video produced by Iowa Public                   
Television about the Oakdale Community Choir, which 
she founded.   

http://www.iptv.org/gfi/story/32612/episode-oakdale-
community-choir-coralville-iowa  

In Memoriam—Members’ Recital  

The date for our In Memoriam program has 
been changed due to a scheduling conflict.  
Please mark this new date on your calen-
dar/directory immediately.                                           

Sunday, April 28 at 3 p.m.                              
Central United Methodist Church. 

 
Thank you for your                
interest in the Grand 
Rapids Chapter of the 
American Guild of Or-
ganists. We’re proud to 
be the hosts of the 2019 
Great Lakes Regional 
Convention which will            
be held here in our city 
from June 30, 2019 – 
July 3, 2019. We have a 

great line-up of top shelf artists and venues. We 
also have opportunities for continued education 
and of course plenty of social time.  
 
Take a minute to check out the line-up, read 
about the Amway Grand Plaza, and make sure 
you  register.   
 
You can find all the information here: 
https://grago2019.org/ 
 
I know I speak on behalf of the entire 2019 
Steering Committee when I say that we can’t 
wait to welcome you to “Gather at the Grand.” 
 
Cordially, 
Peter Kurdziel, Convention Chair 
 
 

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS 
MARCH 15, 2019 

CALLING ALL COMPOSERS 

Are you a composer? Do you have any colleagues 
who compose? We are looking for submissions for the 
“Grand Rapids Organ Book II.”  

If you have questions about the process? 
Contact Linda Strouf, Chair of Commissions, 
at strouf@hope.edu. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter would love to have 

one of our members selected for that publication. 

http://www.iptv.org/gfi/story/32612/episode-oakdale-community-choir-coralville-iowa
http://www.iptv.org/gfi/story/32612/episode-oakdale-community-choir-coralville-iowa
mailto:strouf@hope.edu
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A native of San Francisco, California, Daniel 

Chang is a Doctorate of Musical Arts candidate 

in the studio of David Higgs. He began his music 

studies at the San Francisco Conservatory of  

Music’s Preparatory Department where he stud-

ied composition with Michael Kaulkin and piano 

with June Choi Oh. He continued his education at 

the San Francisco Conservatory for a B.M.A. in 

composition studying composition with David 

Conte and piano with Alla Gladysheva. While at 

the San Francisco Conservatory, he participated 

in numerous master classes by leading compos-

ers, including John Adams, and also attended the 

European American Musical Alliance in Paris, 

France where he studied with composer Narcis 

Bonet. After graduating from the San Francisco 

Conservatory of Music, Daniel began studying 

organ under the direction of Simon Berry and 

served as organ scholar at St. Dominic’s Catholic 

Church in San Francisco. At Eastman Daniel was 

awarded the Gerald Barnes Prize for excellence 

in pipe organ and was recently awarded Third 

Prize in the National Young Artist Competition in 

Organ Performance at the 2018 National Con-

vention for the American Guild of Organists.    

Daniel is currently director of music at St. John’s 

Episcopal Church in Canandaigua, New York. 

  

YOUNG ARTIST CONCERT — March 10, 2019                                                                           
A Must Attend Event 

To Keep A True Lent 

Lent was never ritualized as a time for sacrifice in our home during my formative years, if even the season was recognized 
at all, and once I became of an age to reflect and form my own opinions I did not observe the forty-day period as one of  
forbearance for the sake of my spirit. I simply have never felt the need to forego creature comforts and the things I truly       
enjoy, such as music, meat, and martinis. About a half century ago I encountered the poem “To Keep A True Lent” by            
Robert Herrick (1591-1674) that seems to encapsulate my own belief; that in the matter of religion and faith, what one puts 
into his or her mouth and stomach is insignificant when compared to what is projected through the mouth from the heart and 
mind.  Herrick was certainly no pagan or agnostic, but rather a cleric who seems to have lived quite a balanced life if we are 
to glean any insight about him from the numerous poems he wrote during his long life. 

You are welcome to use my setting of Herrick’s poem if you find it useful. I’m not sure that I ever performed it with any choir 
which I ever conducted, probably because I may not have had occasion to do so and/or perhaps because I did not have an 
ensemble capable of doing to it what I thought would be justice. While the piece is homophonic and without “running” notes, 
the shifting tonal centers may present an intonation challenge for the average amateur choir. I have however tried to capture 
in music what I think Herrick was saying with words.    

There are two other settings of the text of which I am aware. Charles Huddleston Heaton has an SATB setting 
(unaccompanied) and Richard Baker has an unaccompanied SATTBB setting of the text, the meaning of which is totally 
irrelevant and lost to the music and, to put the matter most politely, probably not appropriate as an aid to worship during a 
penitential season. There may be other settings with which I am not familiar. 

However you may choose to observe Lent, I encourage you to be true to the spirit of the season.  ~ Floyd Farmer 

A copy of Floyd’s hymn can be found on pages 5 and 6 for those who may want to print this off                                                
for use with your church choirs.  



5 

 



6 

 



A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 
devoted to the advancement of organ and church 
music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 
approximately 100 members clustered around New 
York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 
50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 
all denominations and sizes are represented in the 
Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 
world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 
some 30 members serving churches throughout the 
Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting 

March 10, 2019 


