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From the Dean         ~ Dr. Michael Match 

Greetings Members and Friends, 

I hope that this communication finds you all well. As we 
speed through the end of summer many of us are re-
vamping our music programs to find ways to safely engage 
our choirs and congregations in singing together; I’m sure 
none of us have ever found this task so daunting. Take heart 
however, in the knowledge that we are all trying to do this 
together, and sometimes a conversation with respected col-
leagues is invaluable. Recall that the Guild’s mission overall 

is to “foster a thriving community of musicians who share their knowledge and in-
spire passion for the organ.” Sometimes just sharing our plans and experiences 
can be helpful to our colleagues and inspire new and creative thinking. We all need 
that in abundance now, do we not? 

We are pleased to announce our first two programs for the 2021-22 season, one          
in-person and one virtual:  

On Monday evening, September 20 at 7:00 PM we will collaborate with the Grand 
Rapids Chapter at Calvin University for a joint installation ceremony. Music will be 
provided by organists Rhonda Edgington and Larry Visser, handbell duo Larry and 
Carla, and a gifted young vocalist (and new AGO member!) Ben Zuzelski, from the 
Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys will join me in a duet. We hope that our Mus-
kegon-Lakeshore Chapter members will find this an evening worth their attention, 
which will feature Larry Visser’s new award-winning hymn, “Out of Silence Music 
Rises.”   

On Sunday, October 17th we will premiere a Young Artist Recital on our YouTube 
Channel by organist Emily Amos, who was originally scheduled to perform for us 
last year. Emily’s performance will be available to watch any time online for 4 
weeks!  

We are also thrilled to announce that the Rev. Dr. Jared Cramer, SCP has taken 
on the role of Chaplain for our Chapter! He is currently the Rector of Saint John 
Episcopal Church in Grand haven.  

Lastly, in this newsletter we are also featuring an article from AGO member Susan 
Rogalla Tindall, which highlights some of the history of the Greater Muskegon           
Music Teachers Association, which has collaborated with Muskegon-Lakeshore 
AGO numerous times over the years and shared a membership base. Susan 
served as the final president of the GMMTA before it was dissolved in June of this 
year. A stroll down memory lane is always a cozy journey! 

I hope to see you at the September installation and will be excited to watch Emily 
Amos online together in October! Blessings to all! 



A Financial Report                                          
As of August 31, 2021                                                                               

General Fund                                                    
$4,409.18 

Scholarship Fund                                                                         
$3,440.51                                                                   

Young Artist Fund                                       
$1,374.00 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, Treasurer                                                                               
(Feel free to ask for a more detailed report.) 

2 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Thank you to those who have already renewed your 
membership for 2021-2022. These have been rough 
times not only for our Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter, 
but also for National. Please continue to support AGO  
locally and nationally. “Thanks”! 

If you are one that still has renewing on your “to do” 
list, let’s see if we can wrap this up by Labor Day.  

National Members should renew by logging on here: 
https://www.agohq.org/oncard-login/  You will need 
to use your password to do this. (If you have trouble, 
Molly in New York is wonderful and can help you 
100%. Molly can be reached at 212-870-2310!  

If you are a Chapter Friend and still need to renew, 
please send your check to Juanita Joiner, 63 W. Dale 
Ave., Muskegon, MI 49441. Make your $35 check out 
to Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter AGO. “Thanks”! 

As of August 29th, we have 22 paid members. 

Send me an email to keep me informed.                             
jrjoiner@comcast.net 

PIPING UP WILL CONTINUE                                                          
Organ Concerts at Temple Square 

Streamed Every Wednesday at Noon (Mountain Time) 

30-minute concerts each featuring different organists. 

Streamed on The Tabernacle 
Choir’s YouTube, Facebook, Website, and al-

INFORMATION OF INTEREST 

New email address for Kristen Avila:                            

kristenavila1023@gmail.com 

Contact information for former members: 

Jan Mutgett                                                                                    

921 Sheridan Rd.                                                                  

Traverse City, MI 49686                                                               

Email: jandave1727@gmail.com 

John (Greg) Bryson                                                                     

Freedom Village                                                                     

145 Columbia Ave. Apt. 615                                                              

Holland, MI 49423                                                            

(If anyone has a working email address for John, 

please contact me.) 

Gordon and Barb Stegink                                                       

322 Hunters Run Circle                                                                       

Holland, MI 49423                                                                              

(If anyone has a working email address for Gordon 

and Barb, please contact me.) 

I received a lovely note from Ted and Phyllis Sirotko 

informing me that due to health issues they have now 

moved. One of my joys has been staying in contact 

with Phyllis and sharing what we both were doing. I 

am sorry to say that Phyllis can no longer keep up with 

this communication due to memory loss. Her father 

was our first Dean and the poem that is in your yearly 

directory was written by Phyllis in honor of her father.  

Ted and Phyllis Sirotko                                                  

1551 Franklin Street SE                                                           

Apartment #3013                                                                        

Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

KEEPING YOU INFORMED 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiAkukrUIRCwaLaFx_MJq7Q
https://www.facebook.com/TheTabernacleChoir
http://www.thetabernaclechoir.org/
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The Greater Muskegon Music Teachers Association  

Established 1933; Disbanded in 2021  

 

A Farewell Reflection 
Written by Susan Rogalla Tindall; MM, SCTM, NCTM; President of GMMTA  

“I joined GMMTA in the 1960’s and was welcomed into this association where I enjoyed the 
camaraderie, expertise, and advice of the member piano teachers. We shared materials, 
teaching techniques, and attended workshops together. I look back on those years with fond-
ness for the fellowship we shared and all we learned together that made us better educated as 
piano teachers.”  

Marge Winter; Retired member. President 1973-74. 
The illustrious eighty-eight-year life of the Greater Muskegon Music Teachers  

Association will close the “keyboard cover” of its history on June 30, 2021.  

“At the beginning of my second year as an independent piano teacher in Muskegon, I met Wil-
ma Jeanne Swartz who invited me to my first GMMTA meeting. The affiliation with other piano 
teachers and the programs offered by GMMTA was just what I needed. My concern for my stu-
dents not reaching a “performance ready” level with the pieces they were studying was solved 
by Wilma’s simple answer - “PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES! STUDENTS NEED 
GOALS!” Professional affiliation with GMMTA gave me the resources to motivate my students, 
and meet other piano teachers from Muskegon and the state who have become my lifelong 
friends and colleagues.”  

Mary Anne Hornik; Member 1970-2016. President 1977-1980.  

The Greater Muskegon Music Teachers Association was established in 1933 under the leader-
ship of its first president, Agnes Hollway Risk. This association started with seventeen mem-
bers, and one month later the meeting minutes reflected an increase to twenty-five members. 
The membership was diverse; voice, drama and dance teachers, as well as organists, choral 
conductors and other professional instrumental musicians. However, piano instructors have 
been the primary members for many years.  

“When I moved to western Michigan I was looking for the opportunity to continue my private 
teaching. I found information about GMMTA and contacted Susan Tindall. She convinced me 
of the many benefits, and I immediately joined in 1996. Being part of GMMTA inspired me to 
teach with excellence and lended many possibilities to connect and learn from other wonderful 
teachers.”  

Sherry Merz; Member 1996-2018. GMMTA Awards Recital Chairperson  

“I joined GMMTA in 1996. The encouragement, teaching standards, and friends made during 
these years hold a highlight in my life. This association helped me to grow musically. Thank 
you so much GMMTA!” 
Janice Hammond; member 1996-2021. Ensemble Festival Chairperson  

GMMTA was established as a Senior Club member of the Michigan Federation of Music Clubs 
on November 1, 1937, and Michigan Music Teachers Association by 1950. The 1952 GMMTA 
Yearbook showed added affiliation with the National Federation of Music Clubs and Music 
Teachers National Association.  
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HISTORIC HIGHLIGHTS 

March 27, 1951 - The decision to approve and establish State Certification for qualified piano 
teachers was held at a one-day MMTA convention in Muskegon. 

1968 - The 35th anniversary was celebrated with a monetary gift for the continuing formation of 
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp. 

1993 - A Gala 60th anniversary luncheon included proclamations from two local mayors, with 
December 1 proclaimed as “Music Appreciation Day” by the City of Muskegon. 1996 - The 
Monica Joseph/Dewey and Gladys Wilson Music Scholarship Fund was established at the 
Community Foundation for Muskegon County by members Monica Joseph and Wilma Jeanne 
Swartz. 

October 8-10, 2000 - GMMTA hosted the MMTA 115th Sate Convention in Muskegon.  

“I met Wilma Jeanne Swartz at a Muskegon Community College workshop. She invited me to 
join GMMTA. Membership in this association had an impact on my teaching with many pro-
grams, workshops, and opportunities for student performances. I will always cherish the many 
friendships I made with my GMMTA colleagues.”  

Inez Potter; Member 1980-2010. President 1985-88.  

“GMMTA is an organization that brought me support, education, and motivation, as well as 
many performance opportunities to my students. I received support from the teachers in many 
ways. I have been a member for thirteen years and am grateful.” Jennifer Rhodes; Member 
since 2007. Awards Recital Chairperson, Treasurer  

Under the leadership and guidance of twenty-nine presidents since 1933, GMMTA has a rich 
history of educational programs for the piano instructor, as well as performance and growth op-
portunities for the piano students. There has also been involvement in a variety of community 
events through the years.  

“Much of the success of my studio goes to GMMTA. I cherish the friendship of the teachers as 
they have always been willing to share their “teaching secrets of success.” The MMTA conven-
tions and classes have been immensely helpful to my students and me.”  

Mildred Bradfield; Member 1989-2020. President 1999-2003.  

Our current members, Kristen Avila, Audra Erb, Jennifer Rhodes, and myself, Susan Rogalla 
Tindall, bring the memories, treasures and traditions of the Greater Muskegon Music Teachers 
Association into the future. It is appropriate that GMMTA disbands, or “retires” in its eighty-
eighth year, the year that matches the number of keys on the piano! We look forward to joining 
the welcoming membership of the Holland Piano Teachers Forum, our friend and collaborator 
for many events through past years, and now, into the future.  

“As the current president, it is my responsibility to bring closure and “retire” the rich historic 
years of musical friendship and dedication to piano instruction provided by GMMTA. My first 
term as president began in 1994, and as this term ended in 1999, I was invited by MMTA to be 
the local chairperson for the 2000 State Convention in Muskegon. I have also been the Honors 
Recital Chairperson since 2002 when we began hosting our own Honors Recital to recognize 
the GMMTA students who excelled at Achievement Testing. I would not be the piano instructor 
I have become without the great influence and leadership of GMMTA, and my colleagues who 
are my “forever musical friends.” It has been my honor and privilege to serve the Greater Mus-
kegon Music Teachers through various responsibilities for thirty-four years.”  

Susan Rogalla Tindall; Member since 1987. President 1994-1999, 2005-2014, 2018-2021  
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 
devoted to the advancement of organ and church 
music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 
approximately 100 members clustered around New 
York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 
50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 
all denominations and sizes are represented in the 
Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 
world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 
some 30 members serving churches throughout the 
Western Michigan area. 

Next Meeting 

September 20, 2021 


