
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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From the Dean          

 

Greetings Members and Friends! 

Your Chapter Board has been busy this summer plan-
ning a new season of programs for the community, and 
we hope that you will plan to attend as many of these 
as possible. Our first event is in just a few weeks.  

On Sunday, September 11th we will hold our installation ceremony at 4:00 
pm in the sanctuary of First Congregational Church, UCC. This will be a 
great opportunity to participate in a “mini choral festival” and we invite you     
to join us and to spread the word to your choir members and fellow singers. 
We will be performing two pieces which prominently feature the organ and 
will simply have a rehearsal at 3:00 pm in the church before the program 
begins. Martin Shaw’s With A Voice of Singing and J.S. Bach’s Jesu, Joy       
of Man’s Desiring are familiar to many of us and, as they are in the public 
domain, are able to be downloaded for free. If you’re not familiar with the 
Shaw piece—no problem! There are excellent teaching  videos for this on 
YouTube for every voice part: Soprano, Alto, Tenor, and Bass.                           
Please pass along this information to your singers and contact me 
(michaelm@fccmuskegon.org) if you have any questions! We will have 
scores printed for everyone. This is a great occasion to sing as a large 
group and celebrate our rich musical heritage in Muskegon!  

Mark your calendars now for our Young Artist Recital at 3:00 pm on October 
9th at Central United Methodist Church, when we will welcome Bethany 
Dame to the bench! We are very excited to be planning more live programs 
this year and hope that not only our members and friends, but also the              
larger Muskegon musical community will attend and participate! As always, 
please reach out to me or any of our board members if there are additional 
ways that we can serve the needs of our local musicians. I hope to see 
each of you soon!  

Blessings to all, 

Dr. Michael Match, Dean 

Editor’s Note: Access to all music files and YouTube videos can be downloaded and 
saved by clicking on the blue links.  

https://www.cpdl.org/wiki/images/4/46/MShaw_With_a_Voice_of_Singing.pdf
https://www.cpdl.org/wiki/images/6/65/Jesu_joy_of_mans_desiring.pdf
https://www.cpdl.org/wiki/images/6/65/Jesu_joy_of_mans_desiring.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TW3ym3ajpfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUYdUIHXWp8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKg1xM01LtE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9iehL3M-iSs
mailto:michaelm@fccmuskegon.org


A Financial Report                                          
As of July 31, 2022                                                                            

General Fund                                                    
$4,141.38 

Scholarship Fund                                                                         
$2,900.51                                                                  

Young Artist Fund                                       
$519.00 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, 
Treasurer                                                                               
(Feel free to ask for a more detailed 
report.) 
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Irene Kolkema Scholarship  

This year the Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter awarded two 

scholarships from our Irene Kolkema Scholarship Fund.        

Our congratulations to Denise Newell and Sarah Evon who 

each were awarded $400 for continued organ study with Dr. 

Peter Kurdziel. We are looking forward to hearing them play  

at our 2023 Members’ Recital. Congratulations, ladies! 

On October 1st we will again have scholarship money availa-

ble for our 2022-2023 year. The amount available is deter-

mined at the end of our Fiscal Year...September 30. (Please 

refer back to the materials sent to each of you last April. We 

hope these have been saved/printed for your use. 

MEMBERSHIP — 2022-2023                                                                                                               

If you still need to renew your 2022-2023 membership, that 
can be done online for AGO Members. If you are a Chapter 
Friend, simply write a $35 check out to Muskegon-Lakeshore 
Chapter AGO and send your check to Juanita Joiner at 63 W. 
Dale Ave., Muskegon 49441. (The only people who still need 
to renew have already received an email from me in the past 
few weeks.)  

After two years with no directory, your 2022-2023 Directory 
will be handed out on Sunday, September 11th. At the same 
meeting, each of you will be given a poster for our October 9th 
Young Artist Program. We want and need each of you to help 
spread the word. These programs are always a highlight for 
our chapter and community.   ~Juanita Joiner 

Scott Dettra Performance 
 

Caesar Franck - The Complete Organ Works, was presented by Scott Dettra in two recitals, May15 
and 16, at LaGrave Christian Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. The programs were under the                
auspices of the Grand Rapids AGO Chapter, with additional financial support by our Muskegon-
Lakeshore Chapter. Incidentally, Emily Amos, who performed a virtual recital as a MLAGO Young 
Artist in November, had lived in Louisiana during her high school years and travelled a considerable 
distance to study organ with Mr. Dettra in Dallas, Texas. 
 
To perform the twelve pieces which comprise the organ oeuvre of Franck, from memory, is by any 
standard a remarkable accomplishment. My opinion is that Mr. Dettra, performing on the 5/77                 
Austin-Allen, played with consummate skill and expression. I was surprised that this music could be 
performed in just two programs, each lasting only a little over an hour. 
 
Regarding registrations, it was fascinating to experience the powerful 16’ manual plena, reeds at all 
pitches and massive sonorities in the Pedal, contrasted with almost inaudible quiet stops with                 
tremulant and the ubiquitous, plaintive Vox Humana. I presume to suggest that Franck’s Cavaille-Coll 
organ at St. Clotilde would have exhibited color, power, and majesty. 
 
For this music, the LaGrave church organ acquitted itself admirably. I especially enjoyed the grandeur 
of Piece heroique, Grand Piece symphonique, Op. 17, and the captivating serenity of Prelude, Fugue et 
Variation, Op. 18. It was fascinating to hear the monumental Trois Chorals performed magnificently by 
one organist playing the same instrument. Franck completed composition of the Trois Chorals in 1890, 
the year of his death. By a notable coincidence, Brahm’s finalized his revered Elf Choralvorspiele for 
organ within the last year or so of his life, in 1897. The Grand Rapids AGO Chapter is to be commended 
for its arranging a rare opportunity to hear, in entirety, the organ compositions of one of the great 19th 
Century composers, Caesar Franck. 
 
Submitted by Dick Hoogterp 

FEEDING THE SOUL                  
OF THE CITY                                        

2022-2023 

All concerts will be Tuesdays at 
12:15 p.m.                                                        

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                      
1006 3rd Street                                           

Muskegon, MI 49440 

September 20, 2022                                               

          Neil Jacobs (12 String guitar) 

The entire schedule will be placed in 
the next newsletter. 
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Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 
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Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 
devoted to the advancement of organ and church 
music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 
approximately 100 members clustered around New 
York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 
50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 
all denominations and sizes are represented in the 
Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 
world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 
some 30 members serving churches throughout the 
Western Michigan area. 

We look forward to seeing 

you on September 11, 2022 


