
Soli Deo Gloria 

 

“Sing psalms, 

hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

with gratitude 

in your hearts 

to God.”   

Colossians 3:16 
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From the Dean   

Greetings Members and Friends! 

 

As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday this month, we 
have much to be grateful for here in our beautiful “corner of 
the world.” Bethany Dame presented a marvelous recital for 

our chapter at the beginning of October, and we have an exciting program to offer 
on Saturday, November 12th at Muskegon’s First Presbyterian Church. Dr. Eliza-
beth West will be presenting a program concerning the transition from piano to or-
gan bench and working with a few students to demonstrate how to approach the 
instrument. Sparking interest in the organ and finding ways to assist musicians in 
becoming comfortable with the instrument is key to developing a new generation of 
musicians who will serve our church communities and maintain the glorious herit-
age of organ music. I’m sure there will be something for all of us to learn so I hope 
to see you there! This program is being presented on a Saturday morning from 
10am to Noon, so we hope that it proves to be accessible for those who have regu-
lar business hour commitments through the week!  

It seems that November is the month of the organ here in West Michigan: There is 
an embarrassment of musical riches being presented this coming weekend! Friday 
and Saturday nights (November 4 and 5), the Grand Rapids Symphony will host 
internationally famous organist Cameron Carpenter in performance with the or-
chestra. Dr. David Hurd, renowned composer and organist, will be featured in recit-
al at Grace Episcopal Church in Holland this Sunday, November 6th at 3pm. Also 
that afternoon, Embellish Handbell ensemble will feature organist Dr. Ken Bos with 
the group in a program for bells and organ at Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Grand Rapids. How wonderful to see the organ in the spotlight with such incredible 
performances right in our back yards! I hope that many of you take advantage of 
these amazing opportunities.  

 
Thank you for your continued support and encouragement of our Chapter! Bless-
ings to all. 

 
Sincerely, 

Dr. Michael Match          

 

https://www.grsymphony.org/organ-symphony
https://www.graceepiscopalholland.org/happenings/#1664989072954-9cb99aaf-8f9a
http://embellishhandbells.com/WordPress/embellish-season-calendar/


A Financial Report                                          
As of October 31, 2022                                                                            

General Fund                                                    
$4,506.96 

Scholarship Fund                                                                         
$3,000.51                                                                  

Young Artist Fund                                       
$369.00 

Submitted by:  Juanita R. Joiner, 
Treasurer                                                                               
(Feel free to ask for 
a more detailed 
report.) 
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Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter                                       
Irene Kolkema Scholarship Program 

 
For some years, MLAGO has maintained a scholarship pro-
gram for pianists or organists wishing to improve their organ 
skills, and especially service-playing ability. Requirements for 
applicants include a moderate level of piano proficiency, a 
letter of intent, and a letter of recommendation by an instructor 
or church Pastor. For successful applicants, funding is provid-
ed for study with a highly qualified instructor, and access to 
instruments for practice is arranged if necessary. For the 2021
-22 chapter year, two scholarships were awarded for organ 
lessons with MLAGO member Dr. Peter Kurdziel. Scholar-
ships may be renewed under certain circumstances. Interest-
ed applicants, whether or not currently playing piano or organ 
in a church setting, are encouraged to apply for a scholarship. 
The application form is available on the chapter website, 
www.mlago.org. For further information, contact Caron 
Farmer, AAGO, at caronfarmer.comcast.net.   

Richard Hoogterp  

FEEDING THE SOUL                                   
OF THE CITY                                        

2022-2023 

All concerts will be Tuesdays                                 
at 12:15 p.m.                                                         

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                                     
1006 3rd Street                                                         

Muskegon, MI 49440 

November 22, 2022  — Doug Berch (hammered 
dulcimer) and Carolyn Koebel (percussion)         

December 13, 2022 — “Christmas at the                    
Organ” with Caron Farmer      

February 21, 2023 — Zachery Graft (mandolin & 
violin) with piano accompaniment 
(Celtic/folk/classical)         

March 21, 2022 — Travis Swanson Trio (jazz)    

April 18, 2023 — Sylvia Norris (classical harp)  

May 23, 2023 — GVSU Steel Drums ( with                   
Greg Secor)       

June 6, 2023 — Solee Lee Clark (piano) and 
Tom Clark (baritone) Robert Schumann Program 

 

ADDRESS CHANGE 

Jackie Fisher has a new address. Please make 
this change in your 2022-2023 directory. All other 
information is correct.  

211 Country Club Drive                                                
Whitehall, MI 49461 

Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter              
2022-2023 

November 12, 2022 (Saturday) 

Piano to Organ – Dr. Elizabeth West, clinician                 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.                                                                  
First Presbyterian Church                                                 
2577 Wickham Dr. — Muskegon, MI 49441            

December / January—No Scheduled Meeting                                                                                                                             

February 19, 2023 (Sunday) 

New Console Demo/Recital –                                            
Dr. Peter Kurdziel                                                      
3 p.m.                                                                                   
Basilica of St. Adahlbert                                                 
654 Davis Ave. NW — Grand Rapids, MI 49504 

March 19, 2023 (Sunday)                                                                                                     

Young Artist Recital – Audrey Thomas                                     
4:00 p.m.                                                                               
First Presbyterian Church                                                        
508 Franklin Ave. — Grand Haven, MI 49417 

May 7, 2023 (Sunday) 

Members’ Recital                                                                   
3:00 p.m.                                                                               
Central United Methodist Church                                         
1011 Second Street — Muskegon, MI 49440 

June TBA 

Summer Organ Encounter directed by                     
Bob Houskamp (more info at a later date) 

General information available here:  https://
www.soegr.org/ 

Please send your special program dates to Juanita Joiner by December 1st.                         
We want to publish them in our December Pipe Notes. Thank you 

http://www.mlago.org
http://caronfarmer.comcast.net


A.G.O. Pipe Notes                                                      

Juanita R. Joiner, Editor 

63 W. Dale Ave. 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The American Guild of Organists is an organization 
devoted to the advancement of organ and church 
music in the United States.   

Since its founding in 1896, the Guild has grown from 
approximately 100 members clustered around New 
York to over 24,000 nationwide, with chapters in all 
50 states and abroad.  Synagogues and churches of 
all denominations and sizes are represented in the 
Guild’s membership, which ranges from students to 
world-renowned recitalists and teachers. 

The Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter currently has 
some 30 members serving churches throughout the 
Western Michigan area. 

We look forward to seeing 

you on November 12, 2022 


